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The results of The West 
Virginia Daily News raffle 
are in!

The past few editions of 
the paper held an adver-
tisement with a little for 
those at home to do - fill it 
out with their information, 
and they could win a free 
one-year subscription to 
The West Virginia Daily 
News, with carrier delivery 
included.

After the December 23 
deadline for submissions 
passed, a name was drawn.

The winner is Delsie 
Knicely of Frankford!

Knicely came to The 
West Virginia Daily News’ 
office to claim her prize.

“She’s been a loyal read-
er of the paper for many 
years, and was just excited 
to get the call,” said Susan 
Smith-Linton, who pre-
sented Knicely with the 
award.

Over the next year, the 
Daily News’ team will be 
bringing Knicely coverage 
of local events in Green-
brier, Raleigh, Summers, 
Monroe, and Pocahontas 
counties, from govern-
ment and crime to fun fea-
tures and local sports.

Congratulations Ms. 
Knicely, and we hope to 
continue to meet more of 
our readers over the next 
year!

Delcie Knicely 
Awarded 

Subscription

Delsie Knicely (left) and West Virginia Daily News Director of 
Operations Susan Smith-Linton. 

In observance of the New 
Year’s holiday, The West 
Virginia Daily News will not 
be running a newspaper on 
Monday, January 3.

No Daily News 
For Monday, 

January 3

Transphobia 
Is Transphobia, 
Even When We 
Like To Pretend 

It’s Not

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
was the piece that made me 
decide Lyra needed to come 
home to The West Virginia 
Daily News. Yes, it is ab-
solutely an opinion piece, 
and I don’t run very many 
of those. But this one I chose 
to run because the talent is 
undeniable. Lyra is going 
to win a Pulitzer one day, 
and we can all say we were 
reading her stuff from the 
beginning.

 AUTHOR’S NOTE: 
When asked what my fa-
vorite piece of the year was 
by my editor, Matt Young, 
and Aaron Coleman, one of 
the guys that bring you this 
paper everyday, the choice 
was obvious. This is the edi-
torial that brought me back 
to The West Virginia Daily 
News, though not directly.

As West Virginia and the 
country took away rights 
from transgender people 
this year, with a media 

racing to platform people 
that don’t know anything 
about transgender health, 
I attempted to give voice 
to three local transgender 
people in a debate about 
transgender lives that nev-
er bothers to simply ask the 
right people.

At least, at time of publi-
cation in May, that’s what 
it seemed like. In reality 
though, the editorial gave 
voice to four - I am one of 
those transgender people. I 
am a transgender woman, 
disaster though she may 
still be. I know those people 
because they are my com-
munity, and they are some 
of the most brilliant, resil-
ient, and powerful people I 
will ever know.

Names. I’ve legal-
ly changed mine to Lyra 
Brooke Calliope Bordelon. 
Lyra is my name, full stop. 
If you mess it up, I won’t 
get mad, just correct it and 
move on. Y’all might have 
noticed a recent byline 
change - this is why. I use 
she/her pronouns because, 
simply, they are correct.

Even with the wild chang-
es that I have going on - for 
example, I’m currently do-
ing the socialization pro-
cess of middle school ado-
lescence for the second time 

at 27 - two things haven’t 
changed.

First is that I’m still here, 
covering councils, courts, 
parades, and whatever 
happens to come up - email 
me your story tips at bob-
by@wvdn.com. I’m grateful 
for the community that has 
mostly embraced me with 
open arms. The few notable 
exceptions to this have been 
pretty funny, in all hones-
ty, but don’t be that person. 
They tend to end up with 
egg on their face.

Second is that transgen-
der people’s freedom is still 
actively under attack by 
right-wing forces obsessed 
with us, always citing ob-
viously incorrect informa-
tion in order to strip of us 
the little legal protections 
we have. If this is you, I beg 
you to consider one ques-
tion - what dog do you even 
have in the fight for us to be 
left alone to live our lives?

Good thing the Civil 
Rights Act exists and we 
are, as of 2020, covered by 
it, some cases still pending. 
I’ll also note that one such 
case fights against a WV 
law that forbids Medicaid 
and PEIA insurance from 
covering life-saving health-
care for, and I checked, no 
reason. That means the 

West Virginia government 
is currently and active-
ly taking away my access 
to healthcare, my right to 
control what’s best for my 
body, my ability for my 
doctors to make informed 
health decisions, right now. 
It’s not hypothetical.

To the parents of local 
transgender kids - our 
community doesn’t want to 
“make your kids trans.”

We want your transgen-
der kids to survive.

Here’s what you actually 
face when they come out to 
you - either you’re support-
ive and your relationship 
improves, you’re not and 
they’ll resent you for years 
for no reason but you, or 
they’re dead, often by their 
own hand. Please choose 
wisely. The last happens 
more often than it should. 

There’s no hidden option 
where they’re not trans or 
where they’re “converted.” 
That’s nonsense. Even if 
they find out they’re wrong 
later, that’s up to them to 
discover, not for you to de-
cide. Often, when they’re 
“wrong,” it’s not because 
they’re wrong, but because 
their communities made 
their lives unlivable in re-
sponse to them coming out.

I’m still calling on editori-

al boards, representatives, 
and the people we live side-
by-side with “to [name] 
bigotry and transphobia 
for what it is and, moving 
toward, [celebrate] differ-
ence, rather than shaming, 
pathologizing, and ostra-
cizing it.”

Wild that ever could be 
controversial in the first 
place in the “land of the 
free.”

- Lyra Brooke Calliope 
Bordelon, local reporter

Throughout the past legis-
lative session, I wrote a near 
weekly bill round up, look-
ing at the bills sponsored 
by our local delegates. Each 
time, the Todd Longana-
cre-sponsored ban against 
transgender women in 
sports, ranging from middle 
school to college, caught my 
attention. Given the interest 
of our Republican superma-
jority in transgender issues 
this past legislative session, 
I wanted to take a look back 
on the way the bill was dis-
cussed, and not discussed, 
here in Greenbrier County.

In several places, I called 
the bill transphobic, an ad-
jective that brought some 
criticism my way.

Why was I “editorializing” 
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Greenbrier Commission Approves Voting District Changes
New polling locations and 

district divisions for local 
elections were approved af-
ter a public hearing with no 
comment on Tuesday, De-
cember 28.

The Greenbrier County 
Commission approved the 
changes after a public hear-
ing. County Clerk Robin 
Loudermilk read the order 
outloud for the commis-
sion, explaining why these 
changes were happening.

“These changes are being 
made due to polling place 
availability and a shift in 
population in accordance 
with the most recent cen-
sus,” read Loudermilk. 
“This will be a permanent 
change affected with the 
entry of this order [on] 

this 20th day of December, 
2021.”

After the 2020 Census, 
the West Virginia Legis-
lature redistricted the en-
tire state to match the new 
population numbers. One 
consequence was the loss of 
one federal representative 
due to population loss. An-
other was the subdivision 
of Greenbrier County down 
Route 219, through the cen-
ter of Lewisburg, for repre-
sentation in the West Vir-
ginia House of Delegates.

The shifts in popluation 
mean  here are the new pre-
cincts:

- Magisterial District One, 
Eastern District, shall in-
clude the following precinct 
numbers - 1, 8, 14, 24, 34, 
72, 73, 74, and 75.

- Magisterial District Two, 

Central District, shall in-
clude the following precinct 
numbers - 21, 22, 23, 31, 41, 
42, 43, 45, and 46.

- Magisterial District 
Three, Western District, 
shall include the following 
precinct numbers - 7, 29, 
47, 51, 52, 56, 63, 64, 65, 
and 79.

There will also be new 
polling places in some dis-
tricts:

- Precinct 22 be estab-
lished at Ronceverte Baptist 
Church.

- Precinct 50, previously 
voting at Little Sewell Bap-
tist Church, shall be moved 
to Precinct 65 at Rainelle 
City Hall.

- For Precinct 78, pre-
viously voting at Clinton-
ville community building, 
the polling location will be 

moved to Precinct 79 at the 
Waynesburg Community 
Building.

“Greenbrier County shall 
consist of three executive 
committee districts, which 
shall elect two males and 
two females from each dis-
trict in accordance with 
West Virginia Code 319,” 
Loudermilk read from the 
order. “Executive Commit-
tee Districts shall be the 
same as the magisterial 
districts, composed of the 
same precincts. The County 
Clerk shall divide any pre-
cinct that does not comply 
with the provisions of West 
Virginia Code 315 regarding 
the number of voters per 
precinct.”

Commissioner Tammy 
Shiflett-Tincher asked if 
“these changes do not cur-

rently affect any commis-
sioners or Board of Edu-
cation members that are 
currently holding office?”

“Yes, that’s correct,” 
Loudermilk responded. “It 
doesn’t affect any of those.”

Commissioner Mike Mc-
Clung noted “this was no 
easy task,” and has previ-
ously thanked Loudermilk 
and her office for taking it 
on.

Before the commission 
meeting began, a public 
hearing was held in order to 
get input from the public on 
the new maps. However, no 
one was present to speak at 
the hearing.

During the meeting, Mc-
Clung moved to approve the 
new maps, and the commis-
sion ratified them.

BY LYRA “BOBBY” BORDELON

The West Virginia Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Resources (DHHR) reports 
as of December 30, 2021, 
there are currently 11,017 
active COVID-19 cases 
statewide. There have been 
31 deaths reported since the 
last report, with a total of 
5,336 deaths attributed to 
COVID-19.

 
DHHR has confirmed 

the deaths of a 62-year old 
male from Jackson County, 
a 67-year old female from 
Putnam County, a 73-year 
old male from Berkeley 
County, an 80-year old male 
from Raleigh County, an 89-
year old male from Mercer 
County, a 90-year old male 
from Raleigh County, a 22-
year old male from Lincoln 
County, a 68-year old male 
from Raleigh County, a 65-
year old male from Berkeley 
County, a 67-year old male 
from Mercer County, an 85-
year old female from Berke-
ley County, a 53-year old 
female from Berkeley Coun-
ty, a 61-year old male from 
Raleigh County, a 63-year 
old male from Summers 
County, a 61-year old female 
from Raleigh County, a 60-
year old male from Mer-
cer County, a 60-year old 
male from Mason County, 
a 66-year old female from 
Mineral County, a 79-year 
old female from Kanawha 
County, a 50-year old male 
from Mercer County, an 84-
year old male from Hamp-
shire County, a 57-year old 
female from Berkeley Coun-
ty, a 55-year old male from 
Mineral County, a 53-year 
old male from Hampshire 
County, a 59-year old female 
from Mason County, a 77-
year old female from Mercer 
County, an 83-year old male 
from Mason County, and 
a 68-year old female from 
Taylor County.

 
Included in the total 

deaths reported on the 
dashboard as a result of the 
Bureau for Public Health’s 
continuing data reconcilia-
tion with the official death 
certificate are a 42-year 
old female from Kanawha 
County, an 82-year old male 
from Wood County, and an 
82-year old female from 
Wirt County. These deaths 
occurred in December 2021.

“We send our sincere con-
dolences to these families 
for their profound loss,” said 
Bill J. Crouch, DHHR Cabi-
net Secretary. “Protect your 
loved ones by scheduling a 
COVID vaccine or booster. 

DHHR 
Provides 
COVID-19 

Update 
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Memories (Continued From Page 1)
in news round ups?

I would like to public-
ly acknowledge the time I 
spent debating with myself 
and other writers if I should 
use that language.

Transphobia is fear, dis-
like of, or prejudice against 
transgender people. Does 
this bill contain the fear, 
dislike of, or prejudice 
against transgender peo-
ple?

In a social media post, 
Barry Bruce incorrectly 
said “keeping men out [of] 
women’s sports” was the 
goal of the bill. A recent 
AP report could not find a 
single lawmaker who could 
provide a real example of 
this happening anywhere in 
the country. The National 
Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion and the West Virginia 
Secondary School Activi-
ties Commission had poli-
cies allowing trans girls to 
compete in place for years 
before these bills emerged.

Longanacre was active-
ly aware of the message it 
was sending, saying he was 
“referred to as a ‘bully’ and 
a ‘bigot’ for sponsoring this 
Bill” without bothering to 
learn why.

“This bill would not dis-
criminate against transex-
ual [sic] individuals play-
ing sports as they may still 
play on the male teams,” 
Longanacre wrote. Forcing 
someone without teenage 
boy levels of testosterone to 
compete against teen boys 
with testosterone would ac-
tively put the trans athlete 
at a disadvantage.

The Greenbrier County 
Republican Executive Com-
mittee attacked critics of 
the bill, stating that “this is 
a common sense bill in per-
ilous times.”

Perilous indeed, but for 
who? There are currently 
no known trans youth in 
sports in Greenbrier Coun-
ty, despite there being trans 
youth in Greenbrier Coun-

ty.
Governor Jim Justice 

said he would “proudly” 
sign the bill before doing 
so. In a later interview, he 
falsely claimed there were 
only 12 trans kids and teen-
agers in the state and cited 
his gut reactions as a coach 
as his evidence.

The bill itself is inten-
tionally dismissive of trans-
gender lives, calling trans-
gender women “biological 
boys,” a common dog whis-
tle intentionally designed to 
mislead the public.

I am sympathetic to those 
that don’t understand the 
biological facts of many 
transgender lives. This is 
most people. I also hesitate 
to explain these facts, plac-
ing them in the news, draw-
ing physical attention to 
people minding their own 
business.

The bill does not acknowl-
edge the reality of biological 
differences between these 
women and the gender they 
were assigned at birth. It 
only mentions transgender 
men and boys in passing, 
a common omission of half 
the trans population.

Dismissing facts, trusting 
feelings, the legislature bar-
reled forward and Justice 
signed the bill. If the facts 
on the ground don’t matter, 
then the message is the only 
thing that does.

And what was the mes-
sage to one Greenbrier 
County teenage trans boy, 
who is not public with his 
identity? The language 
games played by those for 
it and against it taught him 
about himself and how peo-
ple in his home view their 
transgender neighbors.

“[It’s like Greenbrier 
County and West Virginia 
are saying] let’s get behind 
these ignorant people tak-
ing away the euphoria of 
being around other people 
you feel valid with,” said 
the teenager. “If a trans fe-

male is playing on a female 
team, I’m sure that’s some-
thing that’s very enjoyable 
to them. When I hang out 
with a guy that sees me as a 
guy, it’s just amazing. Pure 
happiness. And they’re tak-
ing that away.”

The message can even 
accidentally be there from 
those supporting trans 
youth. Senator Stephen 
Baldwin took a stand before 
the bill’s passage, unsuc-
cessfully appealing to the 
better nature of the legis-
lature and Justice before 
the bill was passed, but pay 
attention to the words that 
get used and the message 
those kids hear.

“Half of trans kids strong-
ly consider suicide,” Bald-
win said in a floor speech 
during the bill’s debate. 
“What I understand from 
talking to folks that have 
lived through it is that it’s 
because they don’t feel like 
they fit in. … They are not 
included in anything oth-
er kids are included in be-
cause they’re so obviously 
different. … [Jesus] hung 
out with sinners and out-
casts,

people that the world 
shamed and ridiculed.”

After voting against the 
bill, Baldwin was attacked 
on social media by those 
making arguments against 
the very idea of transgen-
der people, not against the 
pre-bill state policies on in-
clusion in sports. He noted 
the bill was passed “even 
though we have no inci-
dents, even though we have 
a policy in place” to use 
“vulnerable kids as political 
pawns so political groups 
and parties can put out at-
tack ads based on silly bills 
like this trying to win elec-
tions.”

In this, he is correct. The 
Family Policy Council of 
West Virginia issued a press 
release, stating transgen-
der people are “confused” 

about their sex and that 
the “Family Policy Council 
worked very hard behind 
the scenes with the House 
sponsors and with the State 
Senate sponsors.” FPC 
President Allen Whitt said, 
“The bizarre vote by those 
state senators will be an 
issue during their next Re-
publican primaries.”

“It feels like the govern-
ment is stacked against you 
when all these things hap-
pen because they just keep 
approving these things, tak-
ing a step backwards,” said 
the anonymous teenage 
boy. “There are people my 
age that are suffering be-
cause of these laws - being 
transgender is hard enough 
already. A lot of self-hatred, 
self-denial, and when they 
finally feel comfortable to 
go out and express them-
selves, do what makes them 
happy, [there’s this]. … I’m 
just scared that, in them 
passing this bill, it’s going 
to get progressively worse.”

Could West Virginia, 
like Arkansas, ban the best 
medical practices helping 
trans youth , despite a veto 
from a Republican gover-
nor? This would be against 
the guidelines of the Amer-
ican Psychiatric Associa-
tion, American Academy of 
Family Physicians, Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics, 
American College of Physi-
cians, American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecol-
ogists, and American Os-
teopathic Association.

Could, like Texas is at-
tempting, West Virginia 
make administering or con-
senting to a child’s use of 
puberty suppression treat-
ment and teenage use of 
hormone replacement ther-
apy abuse in the state code 
? Able to let the state phys-
ically remove a child from 
their parents for affirming 
them?

Each of these possibilities 
would do damage. Just the 

policy conversation has an 
effect, as every transgender 
person I know has told me, 
with negativity rippling to-
wards them from the misin-
formed public.

“My name is Marjorie 
Roper, I am a transgender 
woman, and I spent my first 
24 years growing up in the 
beautiful state of West Vir-
ginia,” Roper wrote. “But 
today my heart breaks with 
the news of this transpho-
bic bill that has just passed 
there. …The passing of this 
bill is dangerous and tar-
gets our most vulnerable 
youth! Transgender indi-
viduals are made target 
of severe and all too often 
hate crimes, the youth and 
people of color being the 
blunt end of the attacks. 
Even prior to this bill being 
passed, I myself was sub-
ject to multiple assaults, 
sexual, domestic, and oth-
erwise in the state. As early 
as eight years old these ver-
bal, mental, and physical 
attacks left their scars. Cre-
ating barriers for our trans-
gender youth in sports will 
ultimately hurt their men-
tal health, and put them in 
dangerous situations, this 
can lead to a life that no 
one deserves. I ask that the 
community come together 
and bring attention to this, 
fight back! Use your voices! 
Our trans youth need you 
to stand tall for them. … 
We are the ones scared, all 
we’re doing is trying to fit in 
and be comfortable.”

“It breaks my heart, re-
ally,” said Joobi Kashola, a 
local to Greenbrier County. 
“To see people who prob-
ably have never even spo-
ken to a trans person enact 
legislation that affects our 
rights. But what really gets 
me is that there’s never any 
attempt at compromise. 
People will bring up a sin-
gle point and use that as 
justification to just throw 
the whole thing out, and in 

this case even go so far as to 
make laws against LGBTQ 
people. ... But these peo-
ple don’t want to help the 
LGBTQ community, they 
want us to go away. As we 
can see they literally have 
zero interest in playing ball 
with us.”

This is not a debate worth 
having, yet here we are. 
Much like the civil rights 
for African Americans, the 
gay marriage debates of the 
2000s, most of the United 
States has already decided 
to protect these citizens. I 
applaud Baldwin’s speech 
looking to protect these 
kids and Phil Kabler in the 
Charleston Gazette-Mail 
describing the bill as “de-
spicable.”

Is it transphobic to in-
correctly call trans women 
“biological men,” begin the 
legal process of stripping 
trans people of rights and 
best standardized medi-
cal practices, use them as 
a wedge issue to win elec-
tions, block out their voices, 
and do it “proudly?”

The answer is yes.
The bill, and all of this, is, 

at its core, transphobic.
For those that find them-

selves defensive after read-
ing this, I ask that you 
consider why. If you, as an 
individual, are capable of 
understanding your gender, 
why would someone else 
not be able to?

What language games do 
I want to play?

I’m calling on editorial 
boards across the state to 
consider what I’ve just laid 
out. To follow Baldwin’s 
final call and air on the 
side of kindness. Please do 
this by calling bigotry and 
transphobia what it is and 
moving toward celebrat-
ing difference, rather than 
shaming, pathologizing, 
and ostracizing it.

Especially if this 
re-emerges in the next leg-
islative session.

Both are available at 
clinics, pharmacies, local 
health departments and 
events statewide.”

CURRENT ACTIVE 
CASES PER COUNTY: 
Barbour (94), Berke-
ley (1,550), Boone (94), 
Braxton (83), Brooke 
(92), Cabell (635), Cal-
houn (23), Clay (26), 
Doddridge (22), Fayette 
(259), Gilmer (50), Grant 
(57), Greenbrier (216), 
Hampshire (100), Han-
cock (126), Hardy (107), 
Harrison (406), Jackson 
(103), Jefferson (721), 
Kanawha (853), Lewis 
(66), Lincoln (89), Logan 
(167), Marion (305), Mar-
shall (144), Mason (96), 
McDowell (109), Mer-
cer (442), Mineral (177), 
Mingo (175), Mononga-
lia (554), Monroe (96), 
Morgan (152), Nicholas 
(172), Ohio (278), Pend-
leton (19), Pleasants (26), 
Pocahontas (25), Pres-
ton (180), Putnam (367), 
Raleigh (436), Randolph 

(115), Ritchie (29), Roane 
(53), Summers (75), Tay-
lor (110), Tucker (7), Tyler 
(31), Upshur (95), Wayne 
(195), Webster (32), Wet-
zel (85), Wirt (25), Wood 
(316), Wyoming (157). To 
find the cumulative cas-
es per county, please visit 
www.coronavirus.wv.gov 
and look on the Cumula-
tive Summary tab which is 
sortable by county.

Delays may be experi-
enced with the reporting 
of information from the 
local health department 
to DHHR. As case surveil-
lance continues at the local 
health department level, it 
may reveal that those test-
ed in a certain county may 
not be a resident of that 
county, or even the state 
as an individual in ques-
tion may have crossed the 
state border to be tested. 
Please visit www.corona-
virus.wv.gov for more de-
tailed information.

West Virginians ages 5 
years and older are eligi-

ble for a COVID-19 vac-
cine. Boosters are also 
available. To learn more 
about the vaccine, or to 
find a vaccine site near 
you, visit vaccinate.wv.gov 
or call 1-833-734-0965.

The West Virginia 
Department of Health 
and Human Resourc-
es (DHHR) provides a 
wide range of necessary 
and life-saving services 
to many West Virginia 
residents. DHHR is com-
prised of the Bureau for 
Behavioral Health; Bu-
reau for Child Support 
Enforcement; Bureau for 
Family Assistance; Bu-
reau for Medical Services; 
Bureau for Public Health; 
Bureau for Social Services; 
Office of Inspector Gener-
al; and West Virginia Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance 
Program (WV CHIP). For 
more information, visit 
dhhr.wv.gov or call the 
DHHR at 304-558-0684.

COVID-19 Update (Continued From Page 1) Progressive CEOS Meet 
For December

The Progressive CEOS 
December meeting was 
held on December 14 at 
Dutch Haus restaurant at 
the Elks Club.

President Patty Gray 
opened the meeting by 
welcoming everyone and 
thanking them for com-
ing. Since this was our 

Christmas meeting, there 
was no business. 

Everyone ordered from 
the menu. While waiting 
for our meal, the collec-
tion for Penny Pitch was 
taken in the amount of 
$147. 

Also, a time of fellow-
ship was enjoyed by every-

one. Those in attendance 
were Betty Jo McNeel, 
Jean Foley, Mary Jirka, 
Patty Gray, Faye Honaker, 
Colleen Walton and Susie 
McCree (new member). 
Guests were Stephanie 
Thomas and Kathy Foley.

The next meeting will be 
held in March.
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ENTERTAINMENT

(Answers tomorrow)
UNION SOGGY HOLLOW CANARYYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: They passed out water at the marathon so the 
runners could — CHUG ALONG 

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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(Answers tomorrow)
OUNCE WHILE ISLAND NORMALYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: When their son began to learn addition, his 
proud parents thought it was — “AWE-SUM”

Answer
here:

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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Close Out The Year With Easy Party Foods

Hey and welcome back to 
my tasty corner of the paper. 
This week I am bringing you 
some super easy party foods 
to close out 2021 and wel-
come 2022. So pour that 
drink and grab a pen be-
cause these are definitely 
crowd pleasers!

Over the holidays we 

gather with friends and 
family to catch up and ex-
change gifts and there is al-
ways lots of food to be had. 
As the year draws to a close 
and New Years Eve is upon 
us, I thought you may like 
some appetizers that are su-
per easy to throw together 
before the ball drops!

First are cranberry Brie 
bites. I got the inspira-
tion from Pinterest, but I 
changed it up a little - of 
course! For this you will 
need:

puff pastry
Cranberry sauce in a can
1 wheel of Brie
Fine sea salt
Nonstick cooking spray
A few pinches of flour
The puff pastry comes 

with two in the box and if 

you use both sheets of pas-
try it should use up all of the 
Brie. Preheat oven to 375 
degrees.

Follow the thawing in-
structions for the puff pas-
try. Once it’s thawed put a 
little flour on the counter 
and roll the puff pastry out 
a little. Cut into about 2 inch 
by 2 inch squares. Spray a 
muffin pan with nonstick 
cooking spray and place the 
squares of pastry in the muf-
fin pan. Stretch out the pas-
try a little to make a small 
cup.

Next cut the wheel of Brie 
into little cubes and place 
one cube of Brie in each 
pastry cup. Top with a little 
dollop or slice of cranberry 
sauce and sprinkle with a 
tiny bit of sea salt. Bake for 

15-20 min or until pastry is a 
beautiful golden brown.

The next appetizer is a 
family favorite and par-
ty pleaser for sure! Crab 
stuffed mushrooms are an 
easy, go-to appetizer and 
keto friendly too! For this 
you will need:

1 brick of cream cheese
8 ounces canned crab
20 ounces of baby porta-

bella mushrooms
7 cloves of garlic freshly 

minced
1.5 tablespoons oregano
1 teaspoon paprika
Sat and pepper
1/4 cup Finely ground 

Parmesan cheese
Preheat your oven to 400 

degrees and line a cook-
ie sheet (or two depending 
on how big they are) with 

parchment paper.
In a bowl microwave the 

cream cheese until soft-
ened enough to stir easily. 
Drain the crab and add to 
the cream cheese. Next add 
the minced garlic, oregano 
and salt and pepper to taste. 
Mix really well, making 
sure there are no clumps of 
cream cheese.

Remove the stems from 
the mushrooms and place 
on the cookie sheets. Fill 
each mushroom cap with 
the crab mixture and sprin-
kle with Parmesan cheese. 
Bake for 30 minutes.

Each of these recipes 
could be changed or kicked 
up a notch. You could add 
pecans and/or rosemary to 
the cranberry Brie bites and 
you could replace the salt, 

paprika and oregano with 
Old Bay seasoning in the 
stuffed mushroom recipe. 
You could even change the 
crab to baby shrimp if you 
wanted to!

No matter what you do 
have fun doing it and know 
when you take these to your 
New Years party they will be 
big hits!

My hope for each of you 
this New Years is that your 
hearts and bellies stay full, 
cooking becomes a way to 
spend time together as a 
family and that my recipes 
continue to inspire you to 
try new things and think 
outside the box. Thank you 
for joining me and support-
ing me and as always I’m 
sending love from my kitch-
en to yours!

Let Me Do
You A Flavor

LINDSEY WOLFORD

Dinner-And-Drinks 
Invite Makes Teetotaler 

Uneasy
DEAR ABBY: My hus-

band, “Dan,” and I do not 
consume alcohol, mostly 
because of our family histo-
ry. Several years ago while 
Dan was at a work event, 
a consultant, “Ken,” took 
him and some co-workers 
out for dinner. Ken ordered 

a bottle of wine for the ta-
ble. Not wanting to cause a 
scene, my husband drank 
the glass poured for him. 
Now Ken has invited Dan 
and me to join him and his 
wife for an evening out, and 
he wants to “meet early for 
drinks.” Dan is sure Ken 
will buy another bottle to 
share. I think Dan should 
give Ken a heads-up be-
forehand. Dan thinks it 
would be rude to refuse a 
drink and doesn’t want to 
have to go into an explana-
tion as to why we don’t. We 
don’t care if the people we 
are with drink alcohol. Is 
there a polite way to decline 
without offending? Should 
it be ahead of time or at the 
restaurant? -- RESPECT-
FULLY DECLINE

DEAR RESPECTFUL-

LY: It is perfectly accept-
able to refuse alcohol. For 
various reasons, many 
people forgo “the grape” 
(and the harder stuff) these 
days. If a server asks your 
husband what beverage he 
would like, your husband 
should state his preference 
-- be it sparkling water, a 
soft drink, a juice drink, 
etc. There is no shame in it, 
and it isn’t rude. That the 
host is providing alcohol is 
not a mandate to indulge, 
particularly if the guest has 
a problem with it. If Ken 
pushes, Dan should simply 
tell him the two of you gen-
erally prefer not to drink 
alcohol. 

DEAR ABBY: I am 30 
weeks pregnant with my 
second child. I have always 
been slender, so like many 

expecting women, I am 
somewhat self-conscious 
of my changing (and ev-
er-growing) figure. I was 
at the park today with my 
2-year-old son when an old-
er woman smiled and asked 
me when I was due. When 
I told her, she replied, “Oh, 
my God. Are you sure there 
aren’t twins in there?” I 
thought her comment was 
appalling. Since when is it 
OK to comment on some-
one else’s body? I was left 
feeling embarrassed, angry, 
and on top of that, enor-
mous! I know I shouldn’t 
care what other people say 
or think, but pregnancy is 
also a hormonal time, and 
I can’t seem to get past her 
nasty comment. What ever 
happened to “If you don’t 
have something nice to say, 

don’t say anything at all”? A 
simple “Congratulations,” 
or “How exciting!” would 
have been a far more appro-
priate and well-received re-
sponse. I’m sending this in 
the hope that ignorant peo-
ple who say things like this 
will read it and realize how 
hurtful their comments can 
be to expectant mothers. 
Also, how should I respond 
if someone else makes a 
similar comment? -- TEN 
MORE WEEKS TO GO

DEAR TEN MORE 
WEEKS: Two respons-
es come immediately to 
mind. The first would be to 
tell the person who made 
the thoughtless comment, 
“Wow, that was tactless!” 
Or say, “Nope. It’s just one 
healthy baby in there.” Of 
course, a third option is to 

say nothing and walk away.
DEAR READERS: 

I’m wishing you a happy, 
healthy 2022. Whew, folks! 
I can’t believe we made it so 
quickly through 2021! I will 
join you tonight toasting a 
new year that will be a less 
stressful year for all of us. 
If you are celebrating this 
evening, please take mea-
sures to protect not only 
your own health but also 
the safety of others.

LOVE, ABBY
 
Dear Abby is written by 

Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phil-
lips, and was founded by 
her mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Contact Dear Abby 
at www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.

Schwarzenegger And Shriver 
Divorce Final After 10 Years

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
Maria Shriver’s marriage is 
officially over more than 10 
years after the award-win-
ning journalist petitioned to 
end her then-25-year mar-
riage to the action star and 
former California governor.

A Los Angeles judge final-
ized the divorce on Tuesday, 
court records show.

The pair had been married 
since 1986 when Shriver 
filed for divorce in 2011 after 
Schwarzenegger disclosed 
he had fathered a child with 
a member of their house-
hold staff years earlier.

The revelation set off 
a tabloid frenzy, but 
Schwarzenegger and Shriv-
er handled their divorce 
quietly and without lobbing 
accusations in court or in 
public. 

It’s not clear why the pro-
cess took so long. There were 
virtually no public actions 
taken in the case between 
the initial flurry of filings in 

2011 and a resumption of 
court moves in June. 

Financial details of the 
settlement were kept con-
fidential. Because the cou-
ple’s four children together 
are now all adults, there is 
no child support or custody 
arrangement. 

Settlement papers say 
that neither owes the oth-
er any spousal support, but 
both reserve the right to 
seek it through the court in 
the future. 

Messages left with the for-
mer couple’s lawyers seek-
ing comment were not im-
mediately returned. 

Schwarzenegger amassed 
a fortune playing action 
roles in the “Terminator” 
and “Conan” film franchises 
after a successful career as a 
bodybuilder. After Califor-
nia suffered economic prob-
lems and widespread power 
outages under the admin-
istration of then-Governor 
Gray Davis, voters recalled 
the Democratic incumbent 

and elected Schwarzeneg-
ger, a Republican, to the 
governorship in a free-for-
all election in 2003.

Schwarzenegger put his 
film career aside and served 
two terms as governor. 
Within a year of leaving of-
fice, he admitted fathering 
a child, Joseph Baena, who 
is now 24, with a member 
of his household staff in the 
late 1990s. Shriver filed for 
divorce in July 2011.

He has returned to act-
ing sporadically since, with 
roles in “Terminator” and 
“Expendables” films. 

Shriver was forced to re-
sign from her position as a 
correspondent on the NBC 
show “Dateline” when her 
husband announced he was 
running for governor.

She resumed her work as 
a television journalist after 
her husband left office, pro-
ducing stories for NBC while 
remaining active promoting 
women’s rights issues and 
reporting on and advocating 

for people with Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

In 2018 she authored the 
bestseller, “I’ve Been Think-
ing...: Reflections Prayers 
and Meditations for a Mean-
ingful Life.” 

Shriver is the daughter 
of Eunice Kennedy Shriver, 
who was the sister of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy, and 
of Sargent Shriver, the first 
head of the Peace Corps and 
a vice presidential candidate 
in 1972. 

Shriver and Schwarzeneg-
ger’s children range in age 
from 24 to 32. The eldest, 
Katherine Schwarzenegger, 
is an author who is married 
to actor Chris Pratt. 

___
Associated Press Writer 

Anthony McCartney con-
tributed to this report. 

___
Follow AP Entertainment 

Writer Andrew Dalton on 
Twitter: https://twitter.
com/andyjamesdalton

Dear Recycle Lady
Dear Recycle Lady,
When we unwrapped 

our Christmas presents 
on Christmas morning, I 
saved all the paper for re-
cycling.  Plus, I purchased 
recyclable wrapping pa-
per this year.  Today a 
friend told me wrapping 
paper can’t be recycled.  
Surely, she isn’t correct.  
Ardent Recycler

Dear Ardent Recy-
cler,

Unfortunately, your 
friend is correct.  The 
Recycling Center doesn’t 
have the equipment to 
distinguish between re-

cyclable wrapping paper 
and nonrecyclable wrap-
ping paper.  Thanks for 
being an ardent recycler.  
Purchasing recyclable 
paper was an excellent 
choice. 

Dear Recycle Lady,
What about Christmas 

cards?  Can they be recy-
cled? I  Love Christmas 
Cards

Dear I Love Christ-
mas Cards,

Yes, Christmas cards 
can be recycled, but some 
decisions must be made 
first.  Any glitter, rib-
bons, foil, or felt must be 

removed as these items 
will not recycle.  Glossy 
cards go in the magazine/
slicks bin and plain paper 
cards go in the office pa-
per bin.  There are also 
some options to recycling 
that you might consider.  
Two websites, https://
earthfriendlytips.com/ 
e p i c - i d e a s - t o - r e c y -
cle- christmas-cards 
and https://www.shel-
terness.com/ ideas-to-re-
cycle-christmas- cards 
have some wonderful 
ideas for repurposing/re-
cycling Christmas cards.  
St. Jude’s Ranch for Chil-

dren accepts the fronts 
of Christmas cards, and 
other occasion cards, to 
be used as craft projects 
for the children.  Due to 
copyright laws, St. Jude’s 
cannot accept Hallmark, 
American Greetings or 
Disney cards.  All oth-
er cards are acceptable.  
When choosing cards for 
next year, consider using 
seeded Christmas cards 
that have wildflower 
seeds embedded in 100% 
recycled paper.  The 
cards can be soaked in 
water, torn up and plant-
ed in a thin layer of soil.  

A great start for summer 
wildflowers! These seed-
ed cards are eco-friend-
ly, zero waste Christmas 
cards and can be pur-
chased at www.FTO.com.  
Other eco-friendly cards 
made from recycled pa-
per are available.

Dear Readers,
Please remember to re-

move all Styrofoam, pea-
nuts, bubble wrap and 
plastic wrappings before 
you recycle the boxes as 
they are contaminants 
and will not recycle.  
Thanks for helping out 
with this.  The Recycling 

Center greatly appreci-
ates the many recyclers 
who clean, sort, and bag 
for pick up or deposit 
items in the correct bins.

Wishing everyone a 
safe, happy and prosper-
ous New Year.

Have questions about 
recycling, or interesting 
information about recy-
cling?   Send questions 
or requests to recycle-
lady@greenbrier-swa.
com .  Dear Recycle Lady 
is sponsored jointly by 
the Greenbrier Recycling 
Center and Greenworks 
Recycling.
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MOVING SALE
Anjean Road, Rupert

January 7 & 8 • 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
3 Antique Trunks; China Cabinet; 

Buffet; Multiple Old Quilts, Blankets, 
Bedspreads; 4 Full Beds; Variety Of 

Household Items; 2 Zero Turn Mowers: 
1 Husqvarna Used 1 Year, 1 Simplicity ZT; 

Assorted Yard/Garden Tools
Martha McClung | 304-392-6772

@greenbriervalleyfitness • www.greenbriervalleyfitness.com

NOW HIRING
Call 304-645-4000 

for more information.
Greenbrier Valley Fitness 

(SOUTH)
3942 Davis Stuart Rd. Suite 4

(Right across from 
Greenbrier Valley Medical Center)

Ronceverte, WV 
681-318-3341

Hours: Monday-Friday 5am-9pm
Saturday 8am-1pm • Closed Sunday

Greenbrier Valley Fitness 
(NORTH)

213 Coleman Drive
(Behind Ruby Tuesday’s)

Lewisburg, WV
304-645-4000

Hours: Monday-Friday 6am-8pm
Closed Saturday & Sunday 

24hr Sat/Sun For Those With Memberships

Teresa Michelle Bennett
BENNETT

Teresa Michelle Bennett, 
60, was a loving daughter, 
mother, and grandmother. 
She left us on December 
18th, 2021 after an extend-
ed battle with cancer.

Teresa was born on May 
13th, 1961 to Edwin and 
Hilda Foster Bennett of 

White Sulphur Springs. She 
graduated from Greenbri-
er East High School with a 
Scholarship in basketball to 
Concord College in Athens, 
WV. Teresa continued to 
play basketball and grad-
uated with a BS degree in 
education, which, coupled 
with her innate kindness 
and selflessness, allowed 
her to help countless chil-
dren for the next 40 years. 

She was known for her 
coaching young boys and 
girls in the Ronceverte Ju-
nior League Basketball pro-
gram, preparing many to 
excel in high school sports 
and on to college. Always 
the biggest advocate for 
the underdog, Teresa was 
drawn to the at-risk and 
special needs among us, 

aiding those who needed it 
the most with the greatest 
fervor.

She was preceded in 
death by her father, Edwin 
Bennett and ex-husband 
(but still constant compan-
ion), Milton Dean Serre-
no. She is survived by her 
mother, Hilda Bennett; 
children, Ashley Valland-
ingham, Amanda Serreno, 
Austin Serreno, and Adam 
Smith; grandchildren, Ty-
ler Meadows, Rei Vejnoska, 
and Camden Smith; broth-
ers, Randy Bennett and Tim 
Bennett; as well as many 
beloved nieces, nephews, 
and cousins.  

As a mother and friend, 
Teresa was always the first 
to congratulate or to con-
sole. Her enormous heart 

preceded her everywhere 
she went and allowed her 
to make effortless friends, 
whether it was a smoke with 
strangers outside an event...
or talking her way out of 
eating somebody’s food 
off their plate whom she 
thought had abandoned it. 

Always the individual, Te-
resa was a gallery of nail art, 
a curator of unique clothing, 
and at the bleeding edge 
of extremely curly hair-
styles. When the SVELTE 
license plate pulled up to 
your home, you were in 
for a great conversation, 
a strong hug, and a movie 
night, where she might ask 
questions about fundamen-
tal aspects of the movie that 
had been clearly established 
in the first few minutes.

While Teresa was a won-
derful friend and support-
er, she truly excelled as a 
grandmother. She had a gift 
for kindling the imagina-
tion and burning brightly 
through craft projects—and 
taking off just before those 
projects had to be cleaned 
up. Her big heart over-
flowed for her grandchil-
dren, and NanNan leaves a 
gap that will be impossible 
to fill.

Teresa was employed by 
the U. S. Census Bureau as 
a field supervisor, WVSOM 
as a curriculum planner, 
and recently at Davis Stuart 
School for troubled teenag-
ers.

Teresa did not want a 
formal funeral. A celebra-
tion of her life will be held 

around the time of her 
birthday in May. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider continuing 
Teresa’s work by donate to 
The Miracle Project. The 
Miracle Project provides 
fully inclusive theater, 
film, social skills, and 
expressive arts programs 
for individuals with 
autism and all abilities. 
themiracleproject .org/
donate.

Please send 
online condolences 
by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com.

Wallace & Wallace Funer-
al Home in White Sulphur 
Springs is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Laurence K. 
“Larry” Musselman

MUSSELMAN

Laurence K. “Larry” 
Musselman, 91, of Re-
nick, WV, passed away 
Wednesday, December 
26, 2021 at his home in 
Renick.

He was born June 11, 
1930 at Zanesville, Ohio. 
He was a retired medical 
doctor, having practiced 
at Marion General Hospi-
tal, was in private practice 
in Psychiatry at Blackford 
Mental Health Center.

Larry was a faithful 
member of the Church of 
Mary Immaculate Catholic 
Church in Williamsburg, 
WV; was a Third Degree 
member of the Knights of 
Columbus, White Sulphur 
Springs; was a member of 
Physicians without Bor-
ders; and was a Captain in 
the U.S. Army. He loved 

working with his hands, 
especially working on ve-
hicles, and also loved pho-
tography.

He is survived by his 
loving wife of 65 years, 
Frances A. Paulin Mus-
selman; a daughter, Mary 
Lou Musselman of Mil-
waukee, WI; two sons, 
Philip Musselman of No-
blesville, IN and Paul 
Musselman and wife, 
Merly of Monterey Park, 
CA; a daughter-in-law, 
Sally Musselman of Indi-
ana; three grandchildren, 
Seann, Isaiah, and Me-
lissa; and a great-grand-
daughter, Maddie.

Funeral mass will be 
held at 2 p.m. Monday, 
January 3, 2021 at the 
Church of Mary Immac-
ulate Catholic Church in 
Williamsburg, WV, with 
Father Jim Conyers of-
ficiating. Interment will 
follow in the Catholic 
Church Cemetery at Wil-
liamsburg.

Family and friends will 
be received one hour pri-
or to the service at the 
church on Monday. 

Please send 
online condolences 
by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Community Obituaries

Claude E. Gaujot
GAUJOT

Claude E. Gaujot, 80 
of Lewisburg, WV passed 

away Monday, December 
27, 2021, at Greenbrier Val-
ley Medical Center. Born 
July 18, 1941, in Hurricane, 
WV, he was the son of the 
late Claude Leon Lafayette 
Gaujot Jr. and Eula Hill 
Warwick Gaujot. Claude 
attended Lewisburg Bap-
tist Church. He attended  
Potomac State Junior Col-
lege and George Washing-
ton University. Claude had 
worked for the CIA, Pru-
dential Insurance Compa-
ny, Transamerica Life, and 
as an Independent Broker 
for multiple insurance com-
panies.  In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded 

in death by a son, Jon René 
“Gojo” Gaujot, and two sis-
ters, Constance Cooper, 
and Muriel Fowler.

Survivors include his lov-
ing wife of twenty-two years, 
Rebecca Vasvary-Gaujot, 
son, Paul Antoine “Tony” 
Gaujot of Nashville, 
TN., daughter Claudette 
Mischelle Gaujot-Turner 
(Mike) of Harpers Ferry, 
WV; brother, Honorable 
Phillip Gaujot (Carol) of 
Morgantown WV; sis-
ters, Phyllis Ann Rogers of 
Gainsville, VA, Jane Busby 
of Gainsville, VA and Diana 
Sue Murphy (LTC William 
Murphy) of Summerton, 

SC; grandchildren, Aaron 
Gaujot of Falls Church, VA, 
Nelson Gaujot of Nash-
ville, TN, Mischelle Holo-
han (Justin Hartwick) of 
Nokesville, VA, and two 
great-grandchildren, Leah 
and Ryan Hartwick.

A memorial service will 
be held Friday, January 21, 
2022, at the Morgan Fu-
neral Home Chapel – 252 
Montvue Drive, Lewisburg, 
WV with Pastor Jonathan 
Comer officiating.  Online 
guestbook can be signed 
at www.morganfh.net. Ar-
rangements by Morgan 
Funeral Home, Lewisburg, 
WV.

Spartans Score Big Upset At 
South Charleston 

After falling behind by 19 
points in the first half, the 
Greenbrier East Spartans 
stayed poised and composed 
and rallied for a thrilling 63-
60 victory over the previously 
undefeated South Charleston 
Black Eagles on Tuesday, De-
cember 28.

The Eagles’ Wayne Har-
ris scored nine first quarter 
points including a half court 
buzzer beater that gave South 
Charleston a 24-11 lead after 
one quarter.

At one point in that quarter, 
the Eagles (3-1) hit seven con-
secutive 3-pointers and took 

what seemed to be all the mo-
mentum when they stretched 
the lead to 19, as East head 
coach Jared Patton came up 
with a positive message at that 
point.

“We stressed between quar-
ters that we can’t get it all back 
in one possession and that our 
goal was to get it under 10 be-
fore half,” Patton said.

“Thankfully, we went in at 
halftime only being down by 
six.”

The Spartans (3-4) took 
those words to heart and came 
out a whole different team not 
only in that second quarter, 

but the second half as well.
Aaron Griffith hit three 

straight field goals and got on 
the scoreboard for the first 
time all night and tied the con-
test at 46-all going into the 
fourth quarter.

Kaiden Huffman drilled a 
3-pointer to give the Spartans 
a 61-53 lead with just a few 
minutes left to play. However, 
the Eagles did not go away, as 
a couple East turnovers gave 
SC a chance, but they could 
not capitalize and the Spar-
tans left Kanawha County with 
their most impressive win on 
the young season.

“It was a tough win against 
a well coached team,” Patton 
said after the game.

“Our kids played well on 
both sides of the court. We 
started executing on offense 
while our defense stepped up 
and contested almost every 
three South Charleston took in 
the second half.”

Griffith led the Spartans 
with 12 points. Adam Seams 
and Huffman each scored 11.

Harris led the Black Eagles 
with 19 points.

“It was a big and much 
needed win for our program,” 
Patton stated.

BY BRANDON BAKER 

Lady Spartans Lose First Game Of 
Carolina Invitational 

It was not a typical day at 
the office for the Greenbrier 
East Lady Spartans as the nor-
mally hot shooting ladies were 
held to 28 percent shooting in 
the first round of the Carolina 
Invitational in South Carolina 
on Tuesday, December 28.

East lost to the First Baptist 
Hurricanes 72-63 and suffered 
their first loss of the year.

The Spartans (6-1) were 
down 13-12 after the first 
quarter and only scored 10 
points in the second. Howev-
er, a Brooke Davis 3-pointer 
right before the halftime break 
cut the Spartan’s deficit to 29-
22, which was the score at in-
termission.

Daisha Summers and Ca-
dence Stewart tried to keep 
the Spartans within striking 
distance, and for the most part 

they stayed in the game as it 
was 39-34, First Baptist with 
3:09 remaining in the third. 
But East’s constant struggles 
to make shots and keep Tiana 
Span (23 points, 10 rebounds) 
and Mia Wysong (19 points) in 
check proved to be too much 
in the end.

The Hurricanes (6-5) won 
the fourth quarter 16-10 to 
seal their victory.

The Hurricanes shot 49 per-

cent from the field.
Summers had 24 points and 

10 rebounds for the Spartans, 
but shot just 7-of-23 from the 
field. Stewart scored 19 points 
and was 5-of-19 from the field.

First Baptist outscored East 
48-20 in the paint.

East resumed play Wednes-
day against Wando, SC. Recap 
will be posted soon.

Stats courtesy of 95.3, 
WRON.

BY BRANDON BAKER
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Best Of 2021
2021 was quite a year: 

for our newsroom, for West 
Virginia, for the nation and 
the world. There was still 
COVID-19, which like it was 
in 2020, remains the story 
of the year. But there were 
also stories to tell about 
state policies, about broken 
promises, about who holds 
power in West Virginia and 
who doesn’t.

As we wrap up this year, 
we asked our staff to pick 
their most memorable 
stories — both ones they 
wrote, and ones from their 
colleagues. The topics ran 
the gamut, from legislative 
coverage to the opioid cri-
sis to ATV riding. Maybe 
you read these stories when 
they were first published, or 
maybe you’re seeing them 
here for the first time. Ei-
ther way, they’re worth a 
look as we wrap up 2021 
and look forward to all that 
2022 may bring.

Opioids
This was the year of a 

landmark federal trial, pit-
ting Huntington and Ca-
bell County against the 
nation’s largest three drug 
distributors. While the 
outcome of the case is still 
unknown, Mountain State 
Spotlight had reporters in 
the courtroom almost ev-
ery day of arguments, from 
April through July. But it 
was the stories our report-
ers produced outside of the 
courtroom, from their ob-
servations in places like Ca-
bell and Raleigh and Min-
go counties to an analysis 
about laughing at West Vir-
ginians’ expense that stuck 
in our memory.

Analysis: There’s nothing 
funny about an addiction 
crisis by Eric Eyre

“This is the first piece of 
commentary I’ve ever writ-
ten in my 30-plus years 
as a journalist,” said Eric 
Eyre, Co-founder. “Since 
my Mountain State Spot-
light colleague, Lucas Man-
field, was writing a daily 
story about the disparaging 
emails, I felt compelled to 
provide some context about 
this giant drug distributor, 
AmerisourceBergen, given 
that I had spent the past 
eight years covering the 
company and wrote a book, 
in part, about its role in the 
opioid crisis.”

Away from the opioid 
trial, life carries on in Hun-
tington by Lauren Peace

“I love that this story 
shows the perspective and 
lives of people who are on 
the frontlines of serving 
West Virginians in the wake 
of the opioid epidemic and 
who will continue serving 
in this capacity regardless 
of what trials come and go,” 
said Molly Ballard, Devel-
opment Manager.

Civil fines vs. prison 
time: as opioid trial plays 
out, stakes are different for 
ordinary West Virginians 
by Lauren Peace and Anya 
Slepyan

“I don’t just like this sto-
ry because I was quoted 
in it!” said Quenton King, 
Public Health Reporter. “As 
a reader I was impressed, 

now as a writer I’m jealous. 
I thought Lauren did a great 
job of contrasting civil and 
criminal trials and showing 
the reader how the pharma 
litigation is connected, even 
a driver, of the individual 
drug cases around the state. 
It is frustrating that ulti-
mately whatever happens to 
companies or their execu-
tives, it’ll never make up for 
that pain that individuals, 
families, and communities 
have felt for the last decade 
and more.”

One WV community 
waits for an opioid verdict. 
Others are still waiting for 
their day in court. by Emily 
Allen

“A Mountain State Spot-
light story that was really 
important to me this year 
was our piece on small West 
Virginia communities with 
pending lawsuits against 
opioid manufacturers and 
distributors,” said Emily 
Allen, Community Watch-
dog Reporter. “The quick 
response team in Mingo 
County works tremendous-
ly hard on helping people 
throughout their commu-
nity who are dealing with 
substance use disorders, 
and I’m really glad we could 
include their work in our 
ongoing coverage related 
to the country’s first-of-its-
kind trial in Huntington 
against the nation’s largest 
distributors.”

Foster care
West Virginia has the 

highest per capita number 
of kids in the foster care 
system, a sad designation. 
Despite the urgency and 
long-lasting effects of time 
in the system on a child, 
major issues and resource 
challenges plague the state 
agency tasked with their 
care.

West Virginia’s reli-
ance on out-of-state group 
homes leaves some foster 
kids in unsafe, abusive sit-
uations by Amelia Ferrell 
Knisely and Molly Born, 
The GroundTruth Project

“This story was the culmi-
nation of more than a year 
of looking into the state’s 
troubled foster care system 
and, specifically, its use of 
dangerous out-of-state fa-
cilities,” said Amelia Ferrell 
Knisely, Poverty Reporter. 
“This was the longest inves-
tigation to-date of my ca-
reer, and I’m really proud to 
have included the voice of a 
West Virginia teen who was 
abused while in the state’s 
care and to have used state 
documents to create a paper 
trail of neglect and abuse.”

“This piece is what Moun-
tain State Spotlight is all 
about. It not just holds 
higher authorities account-
able, but it had and contin-
ues to have a notable impact 
— it’s a catalyst for positive 
change that will hopefully 
help make kids safer and 
make the state more trans-
parent in what they’re do-
ing to protect them,” said 
Douglas Soule, Business 
and Economic Development 
Reporter.

“Amelia and Molly’s in-
vestigative reporting on fos-
ter care in West Virginia is 
the kind of work that made 

me want to be a journal-
ist,” said Ian Karbal, State 
Government Watchdog Re-
porter. “It’s unflinching, 
thorough and driven by care 
for the people the system let 
down. It also started serious 
conversations in the legisla-
ture about how to address 
the issues they exposed.”

The Legislature
The 60-day 2021 legis-

lative session created, as it 
always does, a flurry of ac-
tivity. But for our staff, the 
most impactful legislative 
stories were ones that were 
(mostly) told outside the 
statehouse, looking at how 
proposed policies and new 
laws affect regular West Vir-
ginians.

Cattle and coyotes and 
new legislation: How a 
Senate bill aims to help 
West Virginia farmers 
with a growing problem by 
Douglas Soule

“The writing is beautiful 
and the story felt to me like 
a thriller!” said Emily Allen, 
Community Watchdog Re-
porter. “While most report-
ers would’ve probably just 
made a couple phone calls 
on coyote hunting legisla-
tion, Douglas was literally 
and quite obviously there 
with the hunters (and he 
makes you feel like you’re 
there with them, too.) This 
story was a lot of fun to read, 
but it was also very informa-
tive and serious. I definitely 
walked away having a little 
more compassion for Fay-
ette County farmers who are 
trying to protect their live-
stock and livelihoods, and 
who are struggling to get 
help from state officials.”

A new WV law closed 
Mercer County’s needle 
exchange. What happens 
next? by Quenton King

“Far from Charleston, a 
community thought they 
were starting to get a grip 
on a serious health and 
community issue that had 
plagued them for years,” 
said Quenton King, Public 
Health Reporter. “Then, 
without any consultation 
from policymakers, the lo-
cal solution they had was 
taken from them and bar-
riers were imposed in order 
to bring it back. I thought 
this was a small example of 
what the state and country 
has seen the last 2 years of 
the tension between science 
and policy.”

After promises of trans-
parency and fairness, WV 
redistricting devolves into 
a partisan exercise by Ian 
Karbal

“I started following re-
districting pretty much 
from the start when I ar-
rived here in June,” said Ian 
Karbal, State Government 
Watchdog Reporter. “Fol-
lowing the process closely, 
I learned so much about the 
legislature here, the law-
makers, and of course how 
redistricting could impact 
West Virginians, that I was 
ready to confidently write 
informative and account-
ability-driven stories that 
could peel back what was 
happening and why it mat-
tered while the process un-
folded.”

This historic northern 

WV town highlights the 
needs of the state’s coal 
communities by Emily Allen

“Emily takes what essen-
tially is designed to be a 
photo-op for state lawmak-
ers, and she turns it into a 
compelling piece about a 
community struggling for 
survival after being aban-
doned by the coal industry,” 
said Eric Eyre, Co-founder. 
“Her story shows that even 
towns close to thriving cit-
ies like Morgantown haven’t 
rebounded in the wake of 
coal’s decline. Also, excel-
lent photos.”

COVID-19
While we thought COVID 

was the story of 2020, it 
turned out to be the story 
of 2021, too. Our reporters 
kept on top of stories about 
vaccine distribution, state 
spending of federal money 
and the many ripple effects 
of the ongoing pandemic on 
ordinary West Virginians.

One year. 2,634 dead 
by Lucas Manfield, Lauren 
Peace and Gabriella Brown

“It seems like five years 
ago, but this look at the first 
2,634 West Virginia who 
died of COVID-19 by for-
mer MSS reporters Lauren 
Peace and Lucas Manfield 
and former intern Gabriella 
Brown was stunning when 
it came out in March,” said 
Greg Moore, Co-founder. 
“Now, the reported COVID 
death toll in West Virginia 
is almost double that num-
ber.”

COVID-19 canceled many 
fall fairs and festivals. 
Here’s what that means for 
WV communities by Doug-
las Soule

“Douglas’ reporting shows 
how great the impacts of 
COVID have been in West 
Virginia, even in ways I 
might not have original-
ly considered,” said Molly 
Ballard, Development Man-
ager. “The social and emo-
tional impacts are as great 
as the economic impacts, 
especially now that major 
events for small towns have 
been canceled two years in a 
row.”

Gov. Justice gave 
COVID-19 help to WV hos-
pitals and nursing homes. 
But emergency services 
agencies ask ‘what about 
us?’ by Quenton King

“I love that this story 
surfaced from an open re-
cords request,” said Erica 
Peterson, Managing Editor. 
“Quenton did a great job 
looking at the struggles of 
West Virginia’s rural emer-
gency services departments 
— both during COVID and 
in non-pandemic times.”

Broken promises
A key tenet of account-

ability journalism is follow-
ing up. What do people in 
power promise will happen, 
and what actually happens? 
These two stories do just 
that.

Less money, fewer jobs: 
After two decades, WV’s 
ATV trails have fallen far 
short of initial projections 
by Duncan Slade

“This story by intern 
Duncan Slade hits many 
important themes for West 
Virginia,” said en Ward 
Jr., Co-founder. “It’s a tale 

about broken promises for 
economic salvation, and 
also about local communi-
ties trying to find new paths 
forward and not getting the 
help they need from the 
state. And it’s all in the con-
text of an outdoor activity 
that is very West Virginian 
(but also potentially dan-
gerous to public health if 
not done safely). It’s a great 
West Virginia story.”

How West Virginia’s ‘Do 
it for Babydog’ vaccine lot-
tery didn’t get the job done 
by Ian Karbal

“This piece by Ian dissects 
Gov. Jim Justice’s vaccine 
lottery, and examines how 
all of the evidence showed 
back in August it wasn’t 
successful,” said Erica Pe-
terson, Managing Editor. 
“Even so, the program has 
continued, spending mil-
lions of dollars that was 
supposed to go toward im-
mediate pandemic-related 
needs on trucks, guns and 
other incentives for the lot-
tery. Plus, there are fantas-
tic pictures.”

Justice and injustice
A lot of our reporting is 

along this vein: pointing 
out how powerful systems 
work to disadvantage ordi-
nary West Virginians. These 
two pieces stood out for our 
reporters: an in-depth look 
at the effect of industrial 
pollution on one of West 
Virginia’s few Black com-
munities and an analysis 
of the failures of the state’s 
bail reform.

How Black communities 
become ‘sacrifice zones’ for 
industrial air pollution by 
Ken Ward Jr.

“Over the years, I wrote 
dozens and dozens and doz-
ens of stories about the In-
stitute chemical plant,” said 
Ken Ward Jr., Co-founder. 
“But so often they were re-
active, stories about an ex-

plosion or a fire. This sto-
ry was an opportunity to 
address the broader, more 
systemic issues at play in 
Institute and so many oth-
er places around our coun-
try. I’ve been fortunate that 
longtime residents like Pam 
Nixon have shared their sto-
ries with me time and again 
and I hope this story does 
justice for the work they’ve 
done fighting for their com-
munity.”

Despite a raging pan-
demic and bail reform ef-
forts, thousands of West 
Virginians remain jailed, 
awaiting their day in court 
by Douglas Soule

“With this piece, I endeav-
ored to uplift the voices of 
those who are incarcerated 
and hold my home state ac-
countable for a system that 
keeps many people behind 
bars unnecessarily,” said 
Douglas Soule, Business 
and Economic Development 
Reporter. “Putting a spot-
light on this issue required 
a lot of work and resources, 
and I am proud to work for a 
newsroom that goes the ex-
tra mile to do investigations 
that need to be done and tell 
stories that need to be told.”

WV remade its juvenile 
justice system, but stopped 
measuring if the changes 
were helping kids by Anya 
Slepyan

“This story took an in-
depth yet digestible look at 
the state’s juvenile justice 
system,” said Amelia Ferrell 
Knisely, Poverty Report-
er. “Intern Anya Slepyan’s 
reporting was the result of 
months of research and her 
understanding of a com-
plex system and issue really 
shone through. I really liked 
how she showed that a lack 
of data and sprawling sys-
tems had real consequences 
for children.”

Erica Peterson / Mountain State 
Spotlight
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Celebrating Your Choice To Worship Celebrating Your Choice To Worship 
Wherever & However You Choose!Wherever & However You Choose!

Featured Local Churches

SUPPORT These Civic-Minded Sponsors THAT Make This Page Possible! 
Contact Susan Smith-Linton To Advertise On The Church Page At susan@wvdn.com or 304-645-1206.

THE GETTIN PLACE
Boots, Western Wear, Work Boots

Monday-Friday 9:30am – 5:00pm • Saturday 9:30am – 3:00pm

9724 Seneca Trail, Lewisburg  304-645-6401

GREENBRIER CUT FLOWERS & GIFTS
Flowers For All Your Holiday Occasions!
246 Maplewood Avenue, Lewisburg, WV

304-645-6694	 	 www.greenbriercutflowers.com

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF PETERSTOWN
Community	Service	Bank	Est.	1910	FDIC	

220	Market	Street,	Peterstown,	WV	 	 304-753-4321

252	Montvue	Dr.,	Lewisburg
304-645-1851	•	www.morganfh.net

“Compassion	and	respect	
in	your	family’s	time	of	need”

ALDERSON
ALDERSON CHURCH OF THE 
NAZARENE - 304-445-7103 
ALDERSON INDEPENDENT 
BAPTIST
ALDERSON PRESBYTERIAN - 
304-520-2425
CHRIST OUR SAVIOR 
LUTHERAN - 304-445-2286 
CROSS RIVER COUNTRY - 304-
992-6195
END TIME MINISTRY
FLAT MOUNTAIN MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST - 304-445-2897
GREATER EMMANUEL 
HOLINESS
GRIFFITH CREEK BAPTIST - 
304-445-2243

JOHNSON MEMORIAL UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-445-2833
MOUNTAIN VIEW BAPTIST - 
304-753-9381
MOUNTAIN VIEW METHODIST
OLD GREENBRIER BAPTIST - 
304-445-7854
RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH OF 
GOD - 304-445-7903
SHILOH BAPTIST - 304-445-
7500

LEWISBURG
APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE - 
304-645-6752
CHURCH OF CHRIST - 304-
645-1606
EDGEWOOD PRESBYTERIAN - 
304-645-6536

GREENBRIER VALLEY FAMILY 
LIFE - 304-645-5383
JOHN WESLEY UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-647-3123
LEWISBURG BAPTIST - 304-
645-3797
LEWISBURG UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-645-2727
MOUNT TABOR BAPTIST - 304-
645-3333
OLD STONE PRESBYTERIAN - 
304-645-2676
RHEMA CHRISTIAN CENTER - 
304-645-6999
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (Quakers) - 304-645-
7936
RIVER OF LIFE FAMILY
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL - 304-
645-2588
ST. LOUIS, KING OF FRANCE, 
CATHOLIC MISSION - 304-
536-1813
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST - 
304-647-5925
SHUCK MEMORIAL BAPTIST - 
304-645-6130

FAIRLEA
FAIRLEA ASSOCIATE 
REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN - 
304-645-1988
FAIRLEA PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH SBC - 
304-645-3533
GRAYSTONE BAPTIST - 304-
645-4220
GREENBRIER VALLEY 
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE - 
304-647-5685
HOLY WORD ASSEMBLY OF 
GOD - 304-772-3922
THE NEW COVENANT 
SANCTUARY CHURCH OF 
GOD - 304-645-6328

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS
ALVON LIVING WORD - 304-
536-4595
BIBLE CHURCH OF GOD
BETHESDA TEMPLE OF 
PRAISE - 304-536-2037
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS - 304-
536-3739
EAKLE CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-536-1291
EMMANUEL UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-536-1291
FAMILY OF GOD 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS - 
304-536-2067
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD - 304-
536-3700
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN - 304-
536-2414
FULL GOSPEL LIGHTHOUSE 
GRACE BAPTIST - 304-536-
2162
GREENBRIER VALLEY BAPTIST 
- 304-536-5151
HOUSE OF PRAYER - 540-915-
1949
MAY CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-536-4595
NEW VISION BAPTIST - 304-
536-3483
PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS - 
304-536-2555
ST. CHARLES BORROMEO 
CATHOLIC - 304-536-1813
ST. JAMES UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-536-1268
ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL - 304-
536-3320
THE REDEMPTION CENTER - 
304-667-9636
WHATCOAT UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-536-3662
WHITE SULPHUR BAPTIST 
(Southern Baptist) - 304-536-
3550
WILD MEADOW BAPTIST - 
304-536-3707

RONCEVERTE
APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE - 
304-645-6752
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE 
INCARNATION - 304-536-3320
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD - 304-
647-4660
GREENBRIER BAPTIST - 304-
667-9862
LIBERTY MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST - 304-646-8495
LINCOLN 1st BAPTIST 
MAIN STREET UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-645-3288
McLEAN 
MT. ZION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST 
RONCEVERTE BAPTIST - 304-
647-4067
RONCEVERTE CHRISTIAN - 
304-647-4465
RONCEVERTE PRESBYTERIAN 
- 304-647-4400
ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA 
CATHOLIC - 304-536-1813
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST 
- 304-647-4504

WHOSOEVER WILL, LET THEM 
COME MISSIONARY BAPTIST
ZION’S LIGHT BAPTIST - 304-
645-5782

AREA CHURCHES
ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL - 304-
772-4634
ANDREW CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-645-0883
ANTHONY BAPTIST 
BAND OF HOPE BAPTIST 
BEAVER CREEK BAPTIST - 
304-392-6737
BETHEL - 304-267-8694
BETHEL PENTECOSTAL - 304-
645-5365
BRUFFEY UNITED METHODIST 
- 304-772-4137
CALDWELL PENTECOSTAL 
HOLINESS - 681-318-3025
CALVARY UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-645-6679
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF MARY 
IMMACULATE - 304-536-1813
CLAYTON BAPTIST 
CLIFTON PRESBYTERIAN - 
304-519-2512
COE MEMORIAL UNITED 
METHODIST 
COMMUNITY PENTECOSTAL 
HOLINESS - 304-497-2106
ELIZABETH CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-647-4504
EMMANUEL COMMUNITY - 
304-536-4600
EMMANUEL OPEN BIBLE - 
304-497-2515
EMMANUEL UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-645-6374
ENON BAPTIST - 304-497-2304
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
TROUT 
FORREST RUN COMMUNITY 
FT. SPRING MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST 
FRANKFORD PRESBYTERIAN 
FRANKFORD UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-497-2565
FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST - 304-
466-6400
GAP MILLS CHURCH OF THE 
NAZARENE
GETHSEMANE BAPTIST - 304-
497-3892
GRACE BIBLE - 304-661-6670
GRACE UNITED METHODIST - 
304-788-2561
HENNING CHURCH OF GOD - 
304-497-2602

HIGHLAND BAPTIST 
HIGHLAND PARK 
COMMUNITY 
HOUSE OF PRAYER - 304-646-
8259
JAMES CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-645-6374
JANE’S CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-645-6679
MEADOW GROVE BAPTIST - 
304-392-6807
MT. HERMON UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-497-3627
MT. VERNON UNITED 
METHODIST - 304-457-6535
MT. VIEW MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST 
MOUNTAIN VIEW UNITED 
METHODIST 
NEOLA BAPTIST - 304-536-
9228
NEW LEBANON ASSOCIATE 
REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN - 
304-772-4572
PEACEFUL VALLEY ASSEMBLY 
OF GOD - 304-661-0359
RENICK BAPTIST 
RENICK CHURCH OF GOD - 
304-646-9703
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC - 
304-438-8687
SALEM PRESBYTERIAN - 304-
647-1311
SECOND CREEK 
PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
SINKING CREEK BAPTIST 
SINKS GROVE BAPTIST 
SPRING CREEK 
PRESBYTERIAN - 304-497-3626
ST. JOHN, THE EVANGELIST, 
CATHOLIC CHAPEL - 304-
346-8500
ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC - 
304-466-3966
SWEET SPRINGS BAPTIST - 
304-536-4733
UNION MEMORIAL BAPTIST 
UNION SOUTHERN BAPTIST 
CHAPEL 
WEST POINT BAPTIST
WILLIAMSBURG 
PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS 
WOODLAND CHURCH & 
COMMUNITY CENTER

LYNCH CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
2740	Pocahontas	Trail,	White	Sulphur	Springs	 304-536-1890

MARTIN & JONES
Hardware-Furniture-Carpet

422	W.	Edgar	Avenue,	Ronceverte	 304-647-5353
“Serving	the	Area	Since	1904”

Formerly Gentiva Home Health
800	Broad	Street,	Summersville,	WV

304-872-7380
www.kindredathome.com

TURNER PHYSICAL THERAPY
304-645-9797

Greyrock	Professional	Pk.																	203	C.	Dawkins	Dr.,	Lewisburg,	WV

171 Grand Avenue
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-645-8003
www.grandhomefurnishings.com

Wilson Brothers Inc.
8482	Seneca	Trail	South
Ronceverte,	WV	24970
304-645-3322

 
 

163	Cottage	Drive,	Lewisburg,	WV	24901
304-647-5577  www.davisstuart.org

GREENBRIER VETERINARY HOSPITAL
275	Plane	View	Drive,	Lewisburg,	WV

304-645-1476
www.greenbriervet.com

Pastors Stewart & Sheila Farley
www.therhemalife.com • 304-645-6999
3584	Davis	Stuart	Road,	Lewisburg,	WV	24901
Worship	Service,	Sunday	at	9:30	AM
Growth	Groups,	Wednesday	at	7:00	PM

All	Lines	Of	Insurance
“Where	Insurance	Is	A	Profession,	Not	A	Side	Line”

www.massieinsuranceinc.com
304-645-7117 - Lewisburg, WV  304-466-1281 - Hinton

 
Old	Location,	New	Home	|	Your	Local	Massey-Ferguson	And	New	Holland	Dealer.

For	The	BEST	DEAL	AROUND,	Just	Give	Us	A	Call	At	Boone	Tractor!
Rt.	219	N.	Lewisburg,	WV	 	 304-645-1711

304.645.2478
LewisburgLender.com

9671 Seneca Trail S, Lewisburg, WV 24901

ALCOVA	Mortgage	LLC	|	NMLS	ID#	40508	|	(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)

GEORGE SIMMS EXXON
George	Simms,	Owner

201	E.	Washington	St.,	Lewisburg,	WV		 304-645-1494

Lewisburg, WV
304-645-7428

“Call	Us	For	All	Of	
Your	Office	Needs”

BRABBLE AND SHORES INSULATION, LLC
Full	Service	Insulation	Contractor

523	N.	Jefferson	St.,	Lewisburg,	WV	24901	 304-645-7535

Old	Powell	Road,	Lewisburg,	WV  304-647-4296

DAVID L. RYDER CONTRACTING, INC
Contractors	Building	A	Better	America

Rt.	60	White	Sulphur	Springs,	WV	 	 304-536-9383

CHILDERS ENTERPRISES
Your	#1	Local	“Trane”	Comfort	Specialist	Dealer
As	Well	As	Your	“Generac”	Generator	Connection

Psalm	63:3	“Because	thy	loving	kindness	is	better	than	life,	my	lips	will	praise	thee.”
Main Street, Lewisburg, WV  304-645-4871

304.645.1575
14428	Seneca	Trail	N.,	Lewisburg,	WV	24901

FarmCreditofVirginias.com

FACTORY TIRE OUTLET
Brake	Specialist	•	4-Wheel	Computer	Alignment

110	Locust	St.,	Ronceverte,	WV	 	 304-645-4422

Natural Grain/Grass-Fed 
Beef For Sale 

Carl & April Holmes
304-667-0509 • 941-735-2119
1103	Sky	King	Drive,	Lewisburg

Deliverance 
Tabernacle

Of The Holiness Faith
~ Fridays at 7pm ~

“A small church
with a big heart.”

114 Honaker Hollow Rd.
Caldwell, WV 24925

“Even youths grow tired 
and weary, and young men 
stumble and fall; but those 
who hope in the Lord will 
renew their strength. They 
will soar on wings like eagles; 
they will run and not grow 
weary, they will walk and 
not be faint.”
–Isaiah 40:30-31 NIV

As another year draws to a close, we should reflect 
on our experiences of the year about to end. 
Hopefully there were more successes than failures, 

but the positive side of failing is that we often learn 
more from our failures than we do from our successes. 
Experience and the wisdom that comes from it are more 
often the result of difficult failures than of easy success. 
What did you learn from the difficult experiences of the 
past year? A failure is only a failure if we learn nothing 
from it but is in some respects a success if we have grown 
and learned from the experience. And concerning your 
successes or positive experiences, did you learn something 
from them? Perhaps they helped you to realize what you 
truly enjoy doing and are good at. And don’t just think 
about your material successes and failures (e.g., the new 
job, the new house, the wrecked car, etc.), but also about 
your spiritual successes and failures. Are you following a 
spiritual path and are you closer to God than you were 
a year ago? Have you done anything to improve your 
relationships with your family and friends? If you died 
today, would you be ready to meet your maker?  
–Christopher Simon

Year-End Reflections
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• Local Beef • WV Maple Syrup • Arts & Crafts
• Farm Fresh Eggs • Homemade Jam & Jelly

 • Locally Made Woodworking Items

On 219 Just North Of Frankford Elementary School  
304-661-1387

New Year’s Giveaway!
For every $25 you spend, your name will be put
into a drawing to win a giveaway, valued at $80!

Drawing will take place December 30th

Items Include: • Insulated Shopping Bag • 2 Ribeye Steaks 
• 2 Packs of Ground Beef • 2 Short Ribs • 1 Chuck Roast

A Doctor For Everyone!
A Multispecialty Clinic

Dr. Constance 
Anderson D.O.

Family Practice

Dr. Connie 
Perkins D.O.

Obstetrics & Gynecology

Dr. Jesse 
Chaffin M.D.

Family Practice

Dr. Samantha 
Chaffin M.D.

Obstetrics & Gynecology

Dr. Jamie 
Dilly D.O.

Family Practice

Dr. William 
Artrip IV M.D.

Obstetrics & Gynecology

Joseph 
Lutz PA-C

Family Practice

Dr. Alan 
Lee D.O.

General Surgery

Cindy 
Mann FN P-BC
Family Practice

Dr. Steven 
Vess D.O.

Orthopedics

Dr. Katherine 
Morrison M.D.

Pediatrics

Dr. Yuri 
Arvan M.D.

Ophthalmology

Jana 
Whited FNP-BC

Pediatrics

Dr Savannah 
Long O.D.
Optometry

Greenbrier 
Physicians

1322 Maplewood Ave., 
Ronceverte, WV

304-647-1148

Dr. Stephen 
Miller D.O.

Family Practice

Taylor 
Burton PA-C

Family Practice

Angela 
Graham NP

Family Practice

Greenbrier 
Physicians
3115 Seneca Trail 

S., Peterstown, WV

304-753-9100

Same Day 
Appointments 
Are Available 

~Acute Care 
Walk-Ins

 Are 
Welcome~

Dr. Tamra 
Stall M.D.

Family Medicine

Greenbrier 
Physicians
810 Grayson Ave, 

Covington, VA

540-962-8222
Michaela Norman, 

MSN, CPNP-PC 
Pediatrics

Bringing Quality Healthcare For Your Convenience 
To The Following Locations

1322 Maplewood Ave., Ronceverte, WV 24970 • 3115 Seneca Trail South, Peterstown, WV 24963 
New Location: 810 Grayson Ave, Covington VA 24426

Appointments all locations: 304-647-5114

Greenbrier River 
Fly Fishing Classic 
Fly Fishing Tournament 

May 14May 14thth, 2022, 2022
Please visit Please visit www.grffc.comwww.grffc.com  

for further details.for further details.

304-645-1494
1092 Washington St. East, 

Lewisburg, WV 24901
greenbrierriverffclassic@gmail.com

Justice Announces Appointments To Intermediate Court of Appeals
Gov. Jim Justice made his-

tory today when he announced 
the first-ever appointees to the 
newly created West Virginia 
Intermediate Court of Appeals 
during a virtual press confer-
ence at the State Capitol.

Gov. Justice appointed 
Thomas E. Scarr of Hunting-
ton for a term of two-and-a-
half years, Daniel W. Greear of 
Charleston for a term of four-
and-a-half years, and Donald 
A. Nickerson Jr. of Wheeling 
for a term of six-and-a-half 
years.

In another press release is-
sued the same day, the new 
judges spoke to their posi-
tions.

“Governor, I want to thank 
you for this great honor,” Scarr 
said. “I’m looking forward to 
working with the other judges 
in the Supreme Court to estab-
lish the Intermediate Court of 
Appeals.”

“I want to thank you, Gov-
ernor, for the faith that you’ve 
placed in me and thank you 
for this opportunity,” Greear 
said. “I look forward to work-
ing with my fellow judges, the 
Supreme Court, and the Leg-
islature to make sure that we 
make this court a success and 
that it serves all West Virgin-
ians”

“Governor, thank you very 
much for this appointment to 
such an important, prestigious 
position in our judicial sys-
tem. I’m flattered, I’m hum-
bled, and I gratefully accept,” 
Nickerson said. “I pledge to 
work very hard with the oth-
er judges to make this court a 
success, and I pledge to always 
be professional and ethical, as 
I’ve been my whole career.”

The appointments were 
made with the assistance of 
the Judicial Vacancy Advisory 
Commission, which, statutori-
ly, must receive applications, 
perform interviews, and pro-
vide a list of potential appoin-
tees to the Governor, from 
which he picks.

After several prior attempts 
over many years failed to es-
tablish such a court in West 
Virginia, the WV Intermediate 
Court of Appeals was success-
fully created during the 2021 
Regular Legislative Session by 
the passage of Senate Bill 275, 
which was signed into law by 
Gov. Justice in April 2021.

A total of 25 individuals ap-
plied to fill the three seats on 
the WV Intermediate Court of 
Appeals.

The three newly appointed 
judges must be confirmed by 
the West Virginia Senate.

Once the confirmation pro-
cess is complete, the panel of 
judges will assume their duties 
by July 1, 2022.

Thomas E. Scarr’s term will 
conclude on Dec. 31, 2024.

Daniel W. Greear’s term will 
conclude on Dec. 31, 2026.

Donald A. Nickerson Jr.’s 
term will conclude on Dec. 31, 
2028.

Pursuant to the language 
in SB 275, the Intermediate 
Court of Appeals will hear the 
following cases:

 - Appeals from circuit 
courts in civil cases and those 
concerning guardianship or 
conservatorship.

 - Appeals from family 
courts, except for domestic vi-
olence proceedings.

 - Appeals from state agen-
cies or administrative law 
judges.

 - Appeals from decisions or 
orders issued by the Workers’ 
Compensation Office of Judg-
es after June 30, 2022, until 
its termination, and from or-
ders or decisions of the Work-
ers’ Compensation Board of 
Review after June 30, 2022.

The bill also states that 
“The Supreme Court may, 
on its own accord, obtain ju-
risdiction over any civil case 
appealed to the Intermediate 
Court of Appeals.”

Also, a party may file for a 
direct review by the Supreme 
Court and the Supreme Court 

may grant the motion if the 
appeal involves “a question 
of fundamental public impor-
tance” and “involves exigen-
cies.”

The Intermediate Court of 
Appeals has the discretion to 
determine which cases require 
oral argument. “A written de-
cision on the merits shall be 
issued as a matter of right in 
each appeal that is properly 
filed and within the jurisdic-
tion of the Intermediate Court 
of Appeals,” according to SB 
275.

A written opinion, order, or 
decision of the Intermediate 
Court of Appeals “is binding 
precedent for the decisions 
of all circuit courts, family 
courts, magistrate courts, and 
agencies unless the opinion, 
order, or decision is overruled 
or modified by the Supreme 
Court of Appeals,” as stated in 
SB 275.

In another press release 
from earlier that same day, 
Justice’s office also included 
his reaction, and reactions 
from businesses, represen-
tatives, and other judicial 
branch members.

“This is an incredible step 
for our state that reflects the 
values of West Virginians and 
continues to make West Vir-
ginia more and more business 
friendly,” Gov. Justice said. 
“Throughout the years, I’ve 
always tried to champion ju-
dicial reform in West Virgin-
ia. I thank our legislators and 
everyone who has worked to 
make this historic day a reality 
and I congratulate our appoin-
tees.”

“We applaud Gov. Jim Jus-
tice for his appointments to 
the Intermediate Court of Ap-
peals,” said Nathan Morris, 
vice president for legislative 
affairs of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce Institute for Legal 
Reform. “Thanks to his leader-
ship and that of the state leg-
islature, West Virginia is one 
step closer to having a court 
that will help bring additional 
balance and fairness to its le-
gal environment.”

“I would like to wholeheart-
edly congratulate Thomas 
E. Scarr, Daniel W. Greear 
and Donald A. Nickerson 
Jr. on their appointment to 
this court,” said Steve Rob-
erts, President, West Virgin-
ia Chamber of Commerce. “I 
have no doubt whatsoever 
that these three will work to 
interpret and apply the law 
in a fair manner to all parties 
who come before this appel-
late body. I would be remiss 

if I did not give special thanks 
to Senate Judiciary Chair-
man Charles Trump. Senator 
Trump has been a champion 
of an intermediate appellate 
court and this would not have 
occurred without his hard ef-
forts. I would also like to give 
special thanks to Chief Justice 
Evan Jenkins and the rest of 
the West Virginia Supreme 
Court of Appeals. They have 
spent this entire year working 
to create the best intermediate 
court of appeals in the nation 
and I am confident they have 
succeeded at that goal. Last-
ly, I want to thank Governor 
Justice. The Governor was a 
big supporter of creating this 
court and has done an out-
standing job in appointing 
highly qualified individuals 
who will work to bring more 
fairness, predictability and 
stability to the judiciary in 
West Virginia.”

“The West Virginia Hospital 
Association applauds the Gov-
ernor for his appointments to 
the newly established West 
Virginia Intermediate Court 
of Appeals,” announced the 
association. “This Court will 
help guarantee a right of ap-
peal and add stability and pre-
dictability to the law in West 
Virginia. As major employers 
in West Virginia, hospitals be-
lieve this Court will help cre-
ate a rational, consistent, and 
stable body of law. The Gover-
nor’s appointees are esteemed 
and dedicated lawyers that 
will serve our state well.”

“The West Virginia Health 
Care Association applauds 
Gov. Justice on his judicial ap-
pointments today to the new-
ly established Intermediate 
Court of Appeals,” announced 

the association. “The estab-
lishment of an intermediate 
appeals court in West Virgin-
ia, and corresponding full and 
meaningful right to an appeal, 
has been a long-time coming 
in the Mountain State and 
the WV Health Care Associ-
ation is pleased to see West 
Virginia one step closer to this 
reality. Governor Justice’s ap-
pointees are well-respected 
lawyers with decades of legal 
experience in West Virgin-
ia. They have dedicated their 
lives to practicing law before 
West Virginia’s various courts, 
bringing wide-ranging, valu-
able experience to the new ap-
pellate court. These appoint-
ments to the Intermediate 
Court of Appeals should give 
West Virginians confidence 
that the newly established 
court will soon hear appeals in 
a fair and open-minded man-
ner while applying the laws 
of the state as written. This is 
a great day for West Virginia 
as it works towards becoming 
the 46th state in the nation 
with an intermediate appeals 
court.”

“Creation of the West Vir-
ginia Intermediate Appellate 
Court long has been a goal of 
ours, and we are excited to 
see that Governor Justice has 
named three judges who are 
known to be exceedingly fair 
and balanced,” said Rebec-
ca McPhail, President, West 
Virginia Manufacturers Asso-
ciation. “Having this new ave-
nue for appellate proceedings 
means West Virginia will join 
the vast majority of states that 
have a special court to review 
decisions from trial courts and 
various administrative agen-
cies. Having this mid-level ap-

pellate court ready to handle 
administration appeals means 
our Supreme Court will be 
able to focus on those issues of 
utmost importance in the legal 
system.”

“On behalf of our conve-
nience store, independent 
grocer and petroleum mar-
keter members, we appreci-
ate the prudent appointments 
Governor Justice has made 
to the newly created Interme-
diate Court of Appeals,” said 
Traci Nelson, President, West 
Virginia Oil Marketers & Gro-
cers Association. “Thomas E. 
Scarr, Daniel W. Greear, and 
Donald A. Nickerson Jr. are 
well-respected and fair indi-
viduals and we look forward 
to the positive impact they and 
the newly created court will 
bring to West Virginia’s judi-
cial system.”

“Today is an outstanding 
day for West Virginia’s legal 
system and another step for-
ward in making our state the 
ideal place for job creators and 
families alike,” said West Vir-
ginia Senate President Craig 
Blair. “The creation of an In-
termediate Court of Appeals 
has been a goal of mine for 
several years, and I am excited 
to see it become a reality to-
day. I thank Governor Justice 
for believing in our vision and 
working with us as we passed 
this bill. I also thank him for 
appointing our House of Dele-
gates friend and colleague Dan 
Greear as one of the Court’s 
new judges. Dan’s experience, 
knowledge, and temperament 
make him an ideal person to 
serve the State of West Virgin-
ia in this new role.”

“The House of Delegates 
has been proud to work with 

Gov. Jim Justice on a number 
of key legal reforms over the 
past several years, including 
the creation of the new Inter-
mediate Court of Appeals to 
serve the State of West Virgin-
ia,” said West Virginia Speak-
er of the House of Delegates 
Roger Hanshaw. “The House 
of Delegates, the Senate and 
the governor have worked to-
gether to respond to the chal-
lenges and opportunities for 
improvement in the State’s 
legal climate raised by some of 
our major employers and are 
happy to join together again 
today with the appointment 
of three distinguished legal 
professionals to serve as the 
founding judges of the West 
Virginia Intermediate Court of 
Appeals. On a personal note, I 
am particularly pleased Gov-
ernor Justice appointed House 
Chief Counsel Dan Greear to 
serve among the judges of this 
new court. Dan is a proven ju-
rist and has made tremendous 
contributions to the House 
of Delegates and the state of 
West Virginia during his ser-
vice. I look forward to Dan’s 
many years of service as a ju-
rist. While Dan’s new position 
will certainly be a loss for the 
House of Delegates, the state 
of West Virginia is the bene-
ficiary of Governor Justice’s 
appointment of Dan to the In-
termediate Court of Appeals.”

Justice John Hutchison, 
who will become Chief Justice 
on January 1, said, “I look for-
ward to working closely with 
each of the new judges as we 
set up the operations of West 
Virginia’s first Intermediate 
Court of Appeals.”
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CRIME

LewisburgLender.com
304.645.2478

Locally Owned • Great Communication
Committed to Community

WE’RE HERE FOR GOOD!

ALCOVA Mortgage LLC | Company NMLS ID# 40508 | (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) | 308 Market St SE, Roanoke, VA 24011

Jason Helmintoller
Branch Partner | NMLS ID#262674

Jason Hall
Branch Manager | NMLS ID#454378

FootCountry.com
(304) 520-3086

232 Lee Street, Bldg D, 
Lewisburg, WV

UGLY TOENAILS GONE!
Foot & Ankle Wound CAre Center

Chris Majewski, DPM
A passionate soccer play-

er, Dr. Majewski achieved 
national recognition as the 
youngest member of the US 
Olympic soccer team and 
earned a full soccer scholar-
ship to The George Washing-
ton University where he grad-
uated with honors. 

Dr. Majewski completed an 
Advanced Surgical Residen-
cy Program at the University 
of Pennsylvania and is Board 
Certified in Foot Surgery by 
the American College of Foot 
and Ankle Surgeons. Author 
of several foot-related books, 
Dr. Majewski maintains the 
highest qualifications avail-
able and is well known for his 
excellent bedside manner with 
younger kids and older adults 
as well.

6 Board Certifications!

Foot Pain | Heel & Arch
Diabetes | Trauma | Surgery

BoArd CertiFied 
Wound CAre

6 “NO CONTACT”
LASER TREATMENTS

FOR ONLY

Orthotic Special
FOR ONLY

VALUED AT $1,798!
OVER 83% SAVINGS!
Limited time offer, ends 1/1/22. 
Consultation and appointment 

required. Additional fees may apply.

VALUED AT $499!
OVER 60% SAVINGS!
Limited time offer, ends 1/1/22. 
Consultation and appointment 

required. Additional fees may apply.

$299!

$199!

Medicare & 
Most Insurances 

Accepted

NOW OPEN
and Scheduling Appointments

The Animal Acupuncture Clinic
LEWISBURG LOCATION

2947 Jefferson Street North, Suite 7, Lewisburg, WV 24901 

JACKSON RIVER
VETERINARY CLINIC

ROBERT S. MANN, DVM, CVA, CVCH
(540) 965-8355

Offering Acupuncture & Herbal Medicine

New Year’s Eve Party
December 31 • 9pm-12am

$85 Per Lane - Call Ahead To Reserve
304-645-3111

Includes 3 Hours Of Bowling, Shoes For Includes 3 Hours Of Bowling, Shoes For 
Up To 6 People, A Large Cheese Or Pepperoni Up To 6 People, A Large Cheese Or Pepperoni 

Pizza, And A Pitcher Of Soda!Pizza, And A Pitcher Of Soda!
  Rt. 219 N. Lewisburg, WV Rt. 219 N. Lewisburg, WV 
facebook.com/GreenbrierBowlingandRecfacebook.com/GreenbrierBowlingandRec

HoursHours
Mon. 5-10pm • Tues. 10am-10pmMon. 5-10pm • Tues. 10am-10pm
Wed. Closed • Thurs. 10am-10pmWed. Closed • Thurs. 10am-10pm
Fri. 5pm-12am • Sat. 10am-12amFri. 5pm-12am • Sat. 10am-12am

Man Arrested For 
Breaking And Entering 

At Rainelle Alfredo’s

An arrest has been made 
in the recent breaking and 
entering at Alfredo’s Pizza of 
Rainelle. 

On December 28, a Green-
brier County Sheriff’s Deputy 
was dispatched to Alfredo’s 
after the victim noticed that 
one of the doors had been ap-
parently pried open and the 
deadbolt removed, according 
to the criminal complaint filed 
in Greenbrier County. The in-

cident is estimated to have oc-
curred sometime after 10 p.m. 
on December 27. 

It appeared that nothing 
had been taken, but the officer 
obtained security camera foot-
age from the scene. The foot-
age showed a person wearing a 
hooded sweatshirt, blue jeans, 
brown boots and a red ban-
danna over his face, the com-
plaint states. 

Later that day, the Deputy 
received a call from a Rainelle 
Police officer who stated that 

Gregory Scott Foley, 48, of 
Rainelle, may be the suspect 
and that they were getting 
ready to arrest him for a do-
mestic violence petition vio-
lation, the complaint contin-
ues. While assisting with the 
arrest, the deputy and two 
Rainelle Police officers found 
Foley attempting to use a con-
trolled substance. He was also 
in possession of “several items 
of drug paraphernalia” and 
what he admitted to be heroin. 

Foley was taken to the 
Rainelle State Police detach-
ment where he allegedly ad-
mitted to breaking and enter-
ing at Alfredo’s in an attempt 
to take money from the cash 
register, the complaint states. 
However, the cash register 
was empty. 

Foley has been charged with 
one felony count of break-
ing and entering, two misde-
meanor counts of destruction 
of property, one misdemeanor 
count of possession of a con-
trolled substance and one mis-
demeanor count of violation of 
a protective order. 

Foley is currently at South-
ern Regional Jail. No bail has 
been set.

BY AUTUMN SHELTON 

Gregory Scott Foley

Rainelle Woman Arrested 
For Breaking And Entering 

At Fisher Auto Parts
An anonymous tip led 

to the arrest of a woman 
who attempted to rob the 
Fisher Auto Parts store in 
Rainelle. 

On December 22, a West 
Virginia State Trooper was 
dispatched to the Fisher 
Auto Parts store on Main 
Street at approximately 
5:15 p.m. after someone 
called and stated that a 
person was trying to break 
into the store, according 
to the criminal complaint 
filed in Greenbrier Coun-
ty. 

Upon arrival, the troop-
er noticed that the lock to a 
set of double doors on the 
side of the building had 
been broken off, the com-
plaint states. When the 
trooper entered through 
the doors, a small hatch-
et was lying on the floor, 
a metal grate covering an 
interior window had been 
partially removed and 
movement could be heard 
within the store. 

Shortly after, a woman, 
later identified as Skyler 
Dawn Lambert, was found 
inside the store, the com-

plaint continues. She al-
legedly admitted to the 
officer that she had bro-
ken into the store because 
she was “desperate.” In 
her pocket was $14.75 that 
she said she took from an 
envelope that was lying on 
the counter. 

Lambert was arrested 
and taken to Southern Re-

gional Jail. She is being 
charged with one felony 
count of breaking and en-
tering, one misdemeanor 
count of destruction of 
property and one misde-
meanor count of petit lar-
ceny.

BY AUTUMN SHELTON

Skyler Dawn Lambert

Melvin Arnold Propps, 61, 
of Rainelle, is now at Southern 
Regional Jail after being found 
with methamphetamine. 

According to a criminal 
complaint filed in Greenbrier 
County, a Rainelle Police offi-
cer was dispatched to a call in 
reference to a man who was 
screaming, yelling, and threat-
ening to kill people he believed 
to be inside his house. 

Upon arrival, the officer 
noted that Propps had a base-
ball bat in his hands and that 
he said he was “going to get 

them,” the complaint states. 
Once another officer from the 
Rainelle State Police detach-
ment arrived on scene, the two 
found Propps in possession of 
a pipe and what he admitted to 
be methamphetamine. They 
were unable to locate any oth-
er person inside the home. 

Propps was placed under 
arrest and taken to South-
ern Regional Jail. He is be-
ing charged with one misde-
meanor count of possession 
of a controlled substance. His 
surety/cash bail has been set 
at $3,000.

Rainelle Man Arrested For 
Possession

BY AUTUMN SHELTONDENVER (AP) — A man ac-
cused of killing five people in a 
rampage in Denver is believed 
to have written fictional books 
self-published online that 
named some of his real-life 
victims and described similar 
attacks. 

The writings are part of the 
investigation into what led 
Lyndon James McLeod to car-
ry out the shootings, which 
took place in less than an hour 
Monday at several locations 
around the metro area, Den-
ver police spokesman Doug 
Schepman said Wednesday. 

McLeod, 47, knew most of 
the people he shot through 
business or personal relation-
ships, police have said. Four 
of those shot were attacked 
at tattoo shops. In addition 
to those killed, two other peo-
ple were wounded, including 
a police officer who shot and 
killed McLeod after being hit.

In the first novel, written 
under a pen name of Roman 
McClay, a character named 
Lyndon stalks a poker par-
ty held by a character named 
“Michael Swinyard” and gains 
access to a building near 
Cheesman Park by posing as 
a police officer. He then fatally 
shoots everyone at the party 
and robs them before fleeing 
with his dog in a van.

In Monday’s attack, Mi-
chael Swinyard, 67, was fatally 
shot at a home near Denver’s 
Cheesman Park, police said. 

In his second novel, which 
also features a character 
named Lyndon, McClay 

names Alicia Cardenas as a 
victim. The book also men-
tions the tattoo shop she 
owned, Sol Tribe.

Alicia Cardenas, a 44-year-
old tattoo artist, was among 
his first victims in Monday’s 
rampage. She was killed at her 
tattoo shop, along with anoth-
er woman, Alyssa Gunn, 35. A 
man who was also wounded 
there is expected to survive, 
police said. He was identified 
by friends and customers as 
Gunn’s husband, James Mal-
donado, a piercer there.

That shop is less than a mile 
(1.6 kilometers) from a tattoo 
shop that McLeod was listed 
as the lease holder for between 
2014 and 2016. Cardenas later 
took it over before moving the 
shop to its current spot, city 
records show. 

McLeod was not licensed 
to work as a tattoo artist or 
operate a tattoo business him-
self in Denver according to 
city records, a spokesperson 
for Denver’s licensing agency, 
Eric Escudero, said Wednes-
day.

Cardenas, whose daughter is 
12 years old, described herself 
as a “proud Indigenous artist” 
who also painted murals. 

Denver Police Chief Paul 
Pazen said during a news 
conference Tuesday that Mc-
Leod was on the radar of law 
enforcement and had been 
investigated in both 2020 and 
2021. He declined to say what 
McLeod was investigated for 
but said charges were not filed 
against him.

Shootings Suspect Wrote 
Books Previewing Attacks
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HELP WANTED
Local company in need of a CDL Driver

Must pass a drug screening.
Job is Monday - Friday

Up to 50 Hours per week.
Health Benefits including Life Insurance

Call 304-645-1470 EOE

Living The Good Life
After Retirement

Country living with city conveniences. All common 
areas have been remodeled and redecorated. We 
welcome you to stop by and see all of the improvements 
that have been made. One bedroom apartments for the 
elderly, near elderly, and handicapped. HUD approved. 
Non-assisted living. Rent based on income.
A staff member is on call 24/7 for emergencies.

To request an application, call 304-645-1308
Monday - Friday • 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

LEWISBURG MANOR
Independent Living

344 Court St., Lewisburg, WV 24901

• Activity Rooms
• Bingo
• Church Services
• Parties

• Potluck Dinners
• Cookouts
• Live Bands
• Social Areas

Commercial/Residential Roofing & Sheet Metal
Is Your roof readY for WInter?
 Call Us Today To Make Sure Your Roof Is Ready To Keep You Warm!

107 E. Fudge Street, Covington, VA • 540-965-5971
www.sgycontracting.com • License #VA2705124030 • #WV051025

• New Roofs
• Tear Offs and Re-roofs
• Single Ply Installations

• Churches
• Apartments
• Shingles

• Metal Roofing
• Sheet Metal Work & Repairs
• Maintenance

TABOR TOWERS
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

1 BR APARTMENTS AVAILABLE 
Available For The Elderly And Disabled

Electric, water, sewer & trash 
services are all included in your rent.

Court Street, Lewisburg

LEWIS TERRACE
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
2 & 3 BR APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

Water, sewer & trash services 
are all included in your rent.

2673 Jefferson St. Lewisburg, WV 24901

CALL THE MANAGER
Monday-Friday • 304-645-3311

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE’S SALE

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE is hereby given pursuant 
to and by virtue of the authority 
vested in the Substitute Trust-
ee, WV Trustee Services, LLC, 
by that certain Deed of Trust 
dated September 15, 2010, exe-
cuted by Borrower(s), Darlis D 
Carver, to Old Republic Nation-
al Title Co-Texas, the Trustee of 
record in the office of the Clerk 
of the County Commission of 
Greenbrier County, West Vir-
ginia, in Book 674, at Page 219. 
At the time of the execution of 
the Deed of Trust, this property 
was reported to have a mail-
ing address of 82 Green Acres 
Drive, Lewisburg, WV 24901. 
WV Trustee Services, LLC 
were appointed as Substitute 
Trustees by APPOINTMENT 
OF SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE 
dated October 27, 2021, of re-
cord in the Clerk’s Office in 
Book 856, Page 644. The bor-
rower(s) defaulted under the 
Note and Deed of Trust and the 
Substitute Trustees have been 
instructed to foreclose under 
the Deed of Trust. Accordingly, 
the Substitute Trustees will sell 
the following described proper-
ty to the highest bidder at the 
front door of the Courthouse of 
Greenbrier County, in Lewis-
burg, West Virginia, on the fol-
lowing date:
21st day of January, 2022 

at 12:15 p.m.
ALL OF THAT CERTAIN 

LOT OR PARCEL OF LAND, 
SUBJECT TO THE RESER-
VATIONS, RESTRICTIONS 
AND LIMITATIONS HEREIN-
AFTER REFERRED TO, TO-
GETHER WITH ALL OF THE 
BUILDINGS AND IMPROVE-
MENTS LOCATED THERE-
ON AND THE EASEMENTS, 
RIGHTS OF WAY, AND AP-
PURTENANCES THEREUN-
TO BELONGING, SITUATE 
IN GREEN ACRES SUBDI-
VISION, LEWISBURG TAX 
DISTRICT, GREENBRIER 
COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, 
AND MORE PARTICULARLY 
DELINEATED UPON A MAP 
OR PLAT OF SAID SUBDIVI-
SION OF RECORD IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF 
THE COUNTY COMMISSION 
OF GREENBRIER COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA, IN MAP 
BOOK 3, AT PAGE 102, AS LOT 
T, AND BEING THE SAME 
TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
IN WHICH THE UNDIVID-
ED INTEREST OF THE SAID 
DARLIS D. CARVER WAS 
CONVEYED UNTO THE SAID 
MERL W. CARVER BY DEED 
DATED THE 7TH DAY OF 
OCTOBER, 1976, OF RECORD 
IN SAID CLERK`S OFFICE IN 
DEED BOOK 305, AT PAGE 
530, AND FURTHER BEING 
THE SAME LOT OR PAR-
CEL OF LAND WHICH WAS 
CONVEYED UNTO THE SAID 
MERL W. CARVER AND DAR-
LIS D. CARVER, HIS WIFE, BY 
JOHN BRANSFORD, ET ALS 
BY DEED DATED THE 14TH 
DAY OF OCTOBER, 1971, OF 
RECORD IN THE AFORESAID 
CLERK`S OFFICE IN DEED 
BOOK 266, AT PAGE 155., TO 
WHICH SAID DEEDS AND 
ABOVE MENTIONED MAP 
REFERENCE IS HEREBY 
MADE FOR A MORE PARTIC-

ULAR DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PROPERTY HEREIN CON-
VEYED AND FOR ALL PERTI-
NENT PURPOSES.

Being the same property 
conveyed to Merl W. Carver 
and Darlis D. Carver, by the 
Deed dated March 18th, 1993 
and recorded in Deed Book 
418 at Page 84 in the Office of 
the Clerk of the County Com-
mission of Greenbrier County, 
West Virginia.
TERMS OF SALE:

1) The property will be con-
veyed in an “AS IS” physical 
condition by Deed containing 
no warranty, express or im-
plied, subject to the Internal 
Revenue Service right of re-
demption, all property taxes, 
prior Deeds, liens, reservations, 
encumbrances, restrictions, 
rights-of-ways, easements, cov-
enants, conveyances and con-
ditions of record in the Clerk’s 
office or affecting the subject 
property.

2) The Purchaser shall be 
responsible for the payment of 
the transfer taxes imposed by 
the West Virginia Code § 11-22-
1.

3) The Beneficiary and/or the 
Servicer of the Deed of Trust 
and Note reserve the right to 
submit a bid for the property 
at sale.

4) The Trustee reserves the 
right to continue sale of the 
subject property from time to 
time by written or oral proc-
lamation, which continuance 
shall be in the sole discretion of 
the Trustee.

5) The Trustee shall be under 
no duty to cause any existing 
tenant or person occupying the 
property to vacate said proper-
ty, and any personal property 
and/or belongings remaining 
at the property after the fore-
closure sale will be deemed 
to constitute ABANDONED 
PROPERTY AND WILL BE 
DISPOSED OF ACCORDING-
LY.

6) The total purchase price is 
payable to the Trustee within 
thirty (30) days of the date of 
sale, with ten (10%) of the total 
purchase price payable to the 
Trustee at sale.
WV Trustee Services, LLC, 
Substitute Trustee
BY:
Dionne Reynolds, Limited 
Signing Officer
WV Trustee Services, LLC
McGuire Office Center
618 Tenth Street, Suite 108
Huntington, WV 25701
(304) 853-3336
dionne.reynolds@wvtrustee 
services.com 
(20,31de7,14ja)

NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE’S SALE

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE is hereby given pursu-
ant to and by virtue of the au-
thority vested in the Substitute 
Trustee, WV Trustee Services, 
LLC, by that certain Deed of 
Trust dated January 20, 2006, 
executed by Borrower(s), Mes-
chal Eads, by Lynda Darlene 
Ridgeway, her Attorney in Fact, 
and Lynda Darlene Ridgeway, 
to James B. Crawford III, the 
Trustee of record in the office 
of the Clerk of the County Com-
mission of Greenbrier County, 
West Virginia, in Book 575, at 
Page 443. At the time of the 
execution of the Deed of Trust, 
this property was reported to 

have a mailing address of 1805 
Muddy Creek Mtn Rd, Alder-
son, WV 24910. WV Trustee 
Services, LLC were appointed 
as Substitute Trustees by AP-
POINTMENT OF SUCCESSOR 
TRUSTEE dated March 20, 
2020, of record in the Clerk’s 
Office in Book 835, Page 324. 
The borrower(s) defaulted un-
der the Note and Deed of Trust 
and the Substitute Trustees 
have been instructed to fore-
close under the Deed of Trust. 
Accordingly, the Substitute 
Trustees will sell the following 
described property to the high-
est bidder at the front door of 
the Courthouse of Greenbrier 
County, in Lewisburg, West 
Virginia, on the following date:

21st day of January, 2022 
at 12:00 p.m.

All of that certain tract or 
parcel of real estate, together 
with all easements and appur-
tenances thereunto belonging, 
situate on Muddy Creek Moun-
tain, in Blue Sulphur District, 
Greenbrier County, West Vir-
ginia, and being more particu-
larly bounded and described as 
follows:

“Beginning at an existing 1 
½” iron pipe on the northern 
right-of-way of West Virginia 
S.L.S. Route No. 40 a corner to 
Charles Arbaugh, thence; leav-
ing right-of-way West Virginia 
S.L.S. Route No. 40 and with 
Charles Arbaugh then Doris Ar-
baugh N 38° 57’ 00” E 215.85 
feet to a fence post a corner to 
Doris Arbaugh, thence; con-
tinuing with Doris Arbaugh S 
53° 14’ 00” E 172 feet to a ½” 
rebar set on the northern right-
of-way of West Virginia S.L.S. 
Route No. 40, thence; leaving 
Doris Arbaugh and with said 
right-of-way S 43° 12’ 00” W 
71.00 feet, S 70° 25’ 00” W 
93.00 feet, N 82° 21’ 08” W 
137.63 feet to the beginning 
and containing 0.63 acre, more 
or less.”
TERMS OF SALE:

1) The property will be con-
veyed in an “AS IS” physical 
condition by Deed containing 
no warranty, express or im-
plied, subject to the Internal 
Revenue Service right of re-
demption, all property taxes, 
prior Deeds, liens, reservations, 
encumbrances, restrictions, 
rights-of-ways, easements, cov-
enants, conveyances and con-
ditions of record in the Clerk’s 
office or affecting the subject 
property.

2) The Purchaser shall be 
responsible for the payment of 
the transfer taxes imposed by 
the West Virginia Code § 11-22-
1.

3) The Beneficiary and/or the 

Servicer of the Deed of Trust 
and Note reserve the right to 
submit a bid for the property 
at sale.

4) The Trustee reserves the 
right to continue sale of the 
subject property from time to 
time by written or oral proc-
lamation, which continuance 
shall be in the sole discretion of 
the Trustee.

5) The Trustee shall be under 
no duty to cause any existing 
tenant or person occupying the 
property to vacate said proper-
ty, and any personal property 
and/or belongings remaining 
at the property after the fore-
closure sale will be deemed 
to constitute ABANDONED 
PROPERTY AND WILL BE 
DISPOSED OF ACCORDING-
LY.

6) The total purchase price is 
payable to the Trustee within 
thirty (30) days of the date of 
sale, with ten (10%) of the total 
purchase price payable to the 
Trustee at sale.
WV Trustee Services, LLC, 
Substitute Trustee
BY:
Dionne Reynolds, Limited 
Signing Officer
WV Trustee Services, LLC
McGuire Office Center
618 Tenth Street, Suite 108
Huntington, WV 25701
(304) 853-3336
dionne.reynolds@wvtrustee 
services.com
(3,31de7,14ja)

The Lewisburg Police Department is now hiring for the position 
of Probationary Police Officer with the department. Applications 
will be accepted through Wednesday, January 12, 2022 at 4:00pm at the 
Lewisburg Police Department located at 119 Preston Blvd., Lewisburg, 
WV 24901, by US mail or email to lpd@lewisburg-wv.com, call 
304-645-1626 for an application. General information & application 
requirements are listed below. 
• Must be 21 years of Age • High School Graduate or GED Equivalent 
• Pass Extensive Background Investigation • Pass Psychological 
Examination • Pass Drug Screening • Non-Certified Applicants MUST 
Attend Training Academy & Take Polygraph • 12 Month Probationary 
Period • Must Establish Residence in Greenbrier County During First 
Year of Employment • All Equipment Provided by City of Lewisburg • 
Take Home Car Within 20 Miles of Lewisburg City Limits • Insurance 
& Retirement Plan • Twelve to Fourteen Paid Holidays (City, State & 
Federal) • Grant Overtime (Governor’s Highway Safety Program, WV 
State Fair, Court Appearances, Various Other Activities) 

Starting Salary: 
• Certified Officer - $37,200.00, $1,200 increase after successful 

completion of 12 months probationary period to $38,400.00 
• Non-Certified Officer - $36,000.00 annually, $1,200 increase after 

academy, $1,200 after successful completion of 12 months probationary 
period. Total after completion of Academy & Probation, $38,400.00. 

Chief Chris Teubert, Lewisburg PD 

NOW HIRING 
Probationary Police Officer

IN THE FAMILY COURT
OF GREENBRIER COUN-

TY, WEST VIRGINIA 
TO: Colten Ray Lewis 
MAGISTRATE COURT CASE 
NO. 21-M13D-00165 
FAMILY COURT CIVIL AC-
TION NO. 21-DV-120 
ORDER OF PUBLICATION 

(PROTECTIVE ORDER/ 
HEARING DATE) 

1. The object of this suit is to 
obtain protection from the Re-
spondent. 

2. The object of this publica-
tion by Class I legal advertise-
ment is to notify Respondent 
of the PROTECTIVE ORDER 
prohibiting the above-named 
Respondent from having any 
contact with certain individ-
uals. This Order may affect 
property and other rights of 
the Respondent. Violating this 
Order may subject the Respon-
dent to criminal sanctions. The 
Respondent is strongly encour-
aged to obtain a copy of this 
Protective Order and Petition 
from the Circuit Clerk of the 
county listed above. 
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 

RESPONDENT: 
If appearance by evidence 

duly taken in this action that 
you could not be found in or 
that you have left the State of 
West Virginia, you are here-
by notified of the ORDER ref-
erenced above, a copy of the 
Petition and Order may be ob-
tained at the Greenbrier Coun-
ty Circuit Clerk’s office. This 
PROTECTIVE ORDER will re-
main in effect until the hearing 
on the petition is held and an 
order is issued by the Family 
Court. 

A Final Hearing is sched-
uled for the 24th day of March, 
2022, at 2:00 PM, by phone 
with the Greenbrier County 
Family Court. 

Issued this 29th day of De-
cember, 2021. 
Karen Brothers 
Circuit Clerk Deputy 
(31de)

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: Eve-
ning and day shifts open. 
Must be 21 years old, drug 
free, call 304-645-0054 if 
interested.            24-31decp 

WANTED

WORK WANTED: Chris-
tian woman seeking houses 
to clean, please call 304-
992-8979.         
31dec-28janp 

WORK WANTED: Will 
care for elderly love one’s,
25 years experience. Non 
smoker, good references. 
Call 304-661-2863 or 304-
645-3927.             17-29decp

FOR SALE

FOR SALE: LANG CAL-
ENDARS 20% off at The 
Very Thing.           24-31decp

FOR SALE: Bundles of 
50 newspapers, $1 each. 
Great for pets, packing, 
and fire starters. Located 
at the WVDN paper office.         
9nov-1jan

FOR RENT

FOR RENT: Country set-
ting, kitchen/dining/liv-
ing room, 3 BR, laundry 
room, 2 BA, 10 minutes to 
Foodlion, 304-667-3383 or 
304-520-2988.   
15dec-10janp




