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Big Night Equals Big Win For Lady Spartans
The Greenbrier East 

Lady Spartans got a 
convincing victory on 
Wednesday, December 
22 when they defeated 
the Hurricane Redskins 
63-38 at Spartan Gym in 
Fairlea.

It was an important 
win for East before they 
head to a Holiday tour-
nament in Charleston, 
South Carolina which 
starts this Tuesday, De-
cember 28.

Hurricane (3-4) actu-
ally started off the game 
well in the opening min-
utes after Erin Dempsey 
hit a short shot then Lau-
ren Dye answered a Ca-
dence Stewart three with 
a little runner in the lane 
and the Redskins led 4-3. 
But over the next couple 
possessions, Summers 
scored off an offensive re-
bound, and it opened the 
flood gates to a blowout. 
Summers and Stewart hit 
back-to-back 3-pointers 
late in the first and East 
led 26-9 after the first 
quarter.

The rest of the game 
was actually close with 
the Spartans (6-0) win-
ning 37-29, but the big 
opening period fueled 
the outcome.

Summers went 12-of-19 
from the field including 
two threes, and hit 7-of-8 

from the free throw line. 
She finished with a game 
high 33 points and 13 re-
bounds. The Wyoming 
East transfer has proved 
to be an important off-
season pickup.

Stewart had 19 points 
and connected on 5-of-
9 shots from downtown. 
She just missed a dou-
ble-double with nine 
rebounds. Layla Pence 
hauled in 13 rebounds 
for the Spartans.

Dye led Hurricane with 
12 points, six rebounds 
and six assists.

East’s defense held the 
Redskins to 28 percent 
shooting as Brooke Davis 
and Allie Dunford always 
contribute on that end 
and this me was no dif-
ferent.

The Spartans are now 
in South Carolina wait-
ing for their first game 
of the tournament this 
Tuesday. Tip-off is set for 
7:30 PM.

Stats courtesy of 95.3, 
WRON.

BY BRANDON BAKER 

East’s Daisha Sum-
mers (32 in white) 
and Layla Pence 
(white headband) 
await a rebound 
opportunity in the 
Spartans 63-38 
win over Hurri-
cane.

Hinton - The Summers 
County Public Library is 
hosting a family-friend-
ly News Years’ event on 
Dec 31 starting at 11:30 
a.m. 

The National Guard is 
providing free COVID-19 
testing in the old Mag-
ic Mart parking lot on 
Monday, Dec. 27.

Lewisburg - The 
Shanghai Parade, sched-
uled for Jan. 1 has been 
canceled. 

Free COVID-19 test-
ing will be available in 
the State Fair parking lot 
between 9:30 a.m. and 3 
p.m. on Dec. 27, 28, 29, 
30, 30 and Jan. 2. 

COVID-19 testing and 
vaccines as well as flu 
vaccines are available at 
the Robert C. Byrd Clin-
ic. Call 304-645-3220 
for an appointment. 

Ronceverte - Friday’s 

trash will be picked up 
with Thursday’s. The 
City asks that trash be 
out extra early on Thurs-
day because the pickup 
must be completed by 1 
p.m. 

Ronceverte City Hall 
will be closed for a half-
day on Dec. 30 and all 
day on Dec. 31. 

The City has a new 
website www.cityofron-
cevertewv.gov. It is still 
under construction but 
is available.  

Alderson - There will 
be a family-friendly New 
Years’ Eve event with 
fireworks in Alderson on 
Dec 31 between 7 and 9 
p.m. 

Marlinton - The books 
ale at the McClinit Li-
brary in Marlinton is 
coming to a close at the 
end of the month. 

Rupert - The Rupert 
Library will be closed on 
Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 for the 
holiday. 

*All areas with MTA 
service - Mountain Tran-
sit Authority (MTA) will 
be closed on Dec. 31. For 
more information call 
304-872-5872.

Municipal Round 
Up Dec. 27 - Jan. 3
BY REBECCA STALNAKER

DHHR Provides State 
COVID-19 Response Update 

The West Virginia 
Department of Health 
and Human Resources 
(DHHR) reports as of 
December 27, 2021, there 
are currently 8,746 active 
COVID-19 cases state-
wide. There have been 
nine deaths reported 
since the last report, with 
a total of 5,260 deaths at-
tributed to COVID-19.

DHHR has confirmed 
the deaths of an 80-year 
old female from Lin-
coln County, a 75-year 
old male from Green-
brier County, a 44-year 
old male from Kanawha 
County, an 82-year old 
male from Wood County, 
a 31-year old male from 
Raleigh County, a 73-year 
old female from Upshur 
County, a 70-year old fe-
male from Roane County, 
an 81-year old male from 
Braxton County, and a 
64-year old female from 
Raleigh County.

 
“We mourn the loss of 

more West Virginians lost 
to this pandemic,” said 
Bill J. Crouch, DHHR 
Cabinet Secretary. “If 
you have not yet been 
vaccinated, I urge you to 

schedule an appointment 
or visit one of our pop-up 
sites to protect yourself 
and your family.”

CURRENT ACTIVE 
CASES PER COUNTY: 
Barbour (72), Berkeley 
(1,263), Boone (100), 
Braxton (71), Brooke 
(78), Cabell (386), Cal-
houn (36), Clay (47), 
Doddridge (24), Fayette 
(227), Gilmer (42), Grant 
(54), Greenbrier (211), 
Hampshire (74), Han-
cock (87), Hardy (72), 
Harrison (304), Jackson 
(85), Jefferson (547), 
Kanawha (576), Lewis 
(72), Lincoln (73), Lo-
gan (159), Marion (225), 
Marshall (136), Mason 
(103), McDowell (103), 
Mercer (469), Miner-
al (111), Mingo (86), 
Monongalia (305), Mon-
roe (109), Morgan (154), 
Nicholas (142), Ohio 
(225), Pendleton (17), 
Pleasants (16), Pocahon-
tas (17), Preston (136), 
Putnam (296), Raleigh 
(374), Randolph (118), 
Ritchie (27), Roane (56), 
Summers (70), Taylor 
(95), Tucker (11), Tyler 
(21), Upshur (72), Wayne 
(150), Webster (32), Wet-

zel (56), Wirt (19), Wood 
(222), Wyoming (113). To 
find the cumulative cases 
per county, please visit 
www.coronavirus.wv.gov 
and look on the Cumula-
tive Summary tab which 
is sortable by county.

Delays may be experi-
enced with the reporting 
of information from the 
local health department 
to DHHR. As case sur-
veillance continues at 
the local health depart-
ment level, it may reveal 
that those tested in a cer-
tain county may not be a 
resident of that county, 
or even the state as an 
individual in question 
may have crossed the 
state border to be tested. 
Please visit www.corona-
virus.wv.gov for more de-
tailed information.

West Virginians ages 
5 years and older are el-
igible for a COVID-19 
vaccine. Boosters are 
also available. To learn 
more about the vaccine, 
or to find a vaccine site 
near you, visit vaccinate.
wv.gov or call 1-833-734-
0965.

Applications for the Do 
it for Babydog: Senior 

Center Edition are open 
for individuals over the 
age of 50 who have been 
fully vaccinated and who 
received their booster 
shot after December 7, 
2021 to receive a $50 pre-
paid visa gift card. Please 
visit https://doitforbaby-
dog.wv.gov/senior-regis-
tration.

The West Virginia 
Department of Health 
and Human Resourc-
es (DHHR) provides a 
wide range of necessary 
and life-saving services 
to many West Virginia 
residents. DHHR is com-
prised of the Bureau for 
Behavioral Health; Bu-
reau for Child Support 
Enforcement; Bureau 
for Family Assistance; 
Bureau for Medical Ser-
vices; Bureau for Public 
Health; Bureau for So-
cial Services; Office of 
Inspector General; and 
West Virginia Children’s 
Health Insurance Pro-
gram (WV CHIP). For 
more information, visit 
dhhr.wv.gov or call the 
DHHR at 304-558-0684.
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Talcott Fire Department Gives Out 
Christmas Dinners

Talcott Fire Depart-
ment gave out 30 boxes 
of food to provide Christ-
mas Dinner to families in 
the area who are strug-
gling financially. Each 
box contained items such 
as macaroni and cheese, 
mashed potatoes, pow-
dered milk and more. 
Each family also received 

a turkey.
The department began 

asking for recommen-
dations of community 
members who could use 
some help in November. 
They received 15 recom-
mendations and a fur-
ther 15 families that the 
elementary school iden-
tified.

Chief Bill Costomiris 
noted that there are 

many people to thank 
for the success of this 
endeavor. For example, 
Loaves and Fishes do-
nated all of the canned 
food and the local Save a 
Lot provided a discount 
on the turkeys. Accord-
ing to Chief Costomiris, 
they have not finalized 
the totals for donations, 
but it is around $800. He 
also stated that KK Rat-

liff, Lloyd Lowry, Mandy 
Lowry and Johnny Rat-
liff were the “key group 
that worked on putting 
the boxes together.”

According to Chief 
Costomiris, the depart-
ment will hold the event 
again next year. He also 
noted that community 
members do not have 
to wait until November 
to make a recommen-

dation. If anyone knows 
of a family that is strug-
gling, they can approach 
a member of the depart-
ment and discreetly let 
them know, no matter 
the time of year.

“On a personal note, it 
hurts me that there are 
this many people, on one 
side of the county, that 
need this kind of help. 
It also concerns me that 

there are probably oth-
ers that didn’t get iden-
tified,” Chief Costomiris 
stated.

In a final statement, 
Chief Costomiris said, 
“It’s the best part of 
Christmas for me, help-
ing people.” He also 
wished a “Merry Christ-
mas to the world.”

BY REBECCA STALNAKER

Boxes of food fill Talcott Fire Station to provide Christmas Din-
ners.

One of the boxes to be given out, in the process of being filled.

Carnegie Hall Partners With 
WV Woodworkers Association 

Carnegie Hall and the West 
Virginia Woodturners Associ-
ation have partnered to offer a 
new course, Woodturning 101, 
for the Spring 2022 Classes 
& Workshops. The six-week 
course will take place at Lee 
Street Studios in Lewisburg, 
WV. It is a part of the Appa-
lachian Heritage Series which 
is designed to introduce new 
students to old traditions 
by experiencing a hands-on 
opportunity to learn about 
Appalachian arts and crafts.  
The Spring 2022 Classes & 
Workshops options are now 
available just in time for the 
holidays.

Woodturning 101 is part of 
the Introduction to Wood-
turning program. Students 
will begin with a review of 
safety issues and equipment, 
including tool usage and 
sharpening, before moving on 
to wood selection and prepa-
ration. Design concepts will 

be discussed as students learn 
turning, sanding and finishing 
techniques. All students will 
experience hands-on the steps 
necessary to produce their 
own bowl, from start to fin-
ish. The long-term goal of this 
series is for students to gain 
the knowledge and confidence 
to enjoy woodturning at the 
WVWA studio on their own.

Woodturning 101 will take 
place in the WVWA wood-
turning shop at Lee Street 
Studios, located at 232 North 
Lee Street, Lewisburg, WV. 
A rotating cast of WV Wood-
turners Association mem-
bers will provide instruction, 
including WVWA club offi-
cers Ron Manning, Gary De-
Graff, George Boxwell, Bruce 
Brenneman and Mike Cope. 
Maximum class size is limited 
to four students (must be 18 or 
older).  Section 1 takes place 
Saturdays, February 12, 19, 
26, March 5, 12, and 19, from 

9 a.m. to noon. Section 2 takes 
place Saturdays, April 2, 9, 16, 
23, 30, May 7, and 19, from 9 
a.m. to noon.

The West Virginia Wood-
turners Association provides 
woodturners in southeastern 
West Virginia and western 
Virginia with an opportuni-
ty to meet other turners, en-
hance their skills, and share 
their skills and interests in 
woodturning. Send an email 
to info@wvwoodturners.com 
to request additional infor-
mation about the club and its 
activities.

The class cost for Carnegie 
Hall Members is $200 plus 
$35 for a WV Woodturners 
Association membership. 
The cost for nonmembers is 
$250, plus the WVWA mem-
bership fee. To enroll and for 
a complete list of the Appa-
lachian Heritage Series or 
other classes and workshops 
visit carnegiehallwv.org/class-
es-and-workshops. You may 
also pick up a Classes & Work-
shops brochure at 611 Church 
Street, Lewisburg, West Vir-
ginia.

Limited scholarships for 
classes and workshops are 
available thanks to the gener-
ous contributions of the Mary 
B. Nickell Foundation, the 
Seneca Trail Foundation, and 
the United Way of Greenbrier 
Valley.

Carnegie Hall is a nonprofit 
organization supported by in-
dividual contributions, grants, 
and fundraising efforts such as 
TOOT and The Carnegie Hall 
Gala. The Hall is located at 
611 Church Street, Lewisburg, 
WV.  For more information, 
please call 304.645.7917.

Quilted maple platter

REACHH Is Making Changes 
To Mobile Food Pantry

REACHH in Hinton re-
cently announced that they 
are making some changes to 
the mobile food pantry. Due 
to a lack of participation, 
they are stopping the mo-
bile food pantry in some ar-
eas. This includes Pipestem, 
Greenbrier Terrace, Hedrick 

House and Summers Land-
ing.

Beginning on Jan. 6, 
REACHH will hold the food 
pantry at 406 Summers 
Street on the first and third 
Thursdays of each month 
between 10 a.m. and noon. 
They will also take the van to 
the old Magic Mart parking 
lot on the second and fourth 

Thursdays of the month be-
tween 10 a.m. and noon as 
well as 1 and 2 p.m.

In addition, cleaning sup-
plies will be given out on 
the first Thursday of each 
month.

For more information call 
REACHH-FRC at 304-466-
2226.

BY REBECCA STALNAKER

Ritz Theater Announces 
Temporary Closure

The Ritz Theater an-
nounced on Dec. 25 that 
effective immediately, they 
will be closed until further 

notice. In the announce-
ment, this temporary clo-
sure is cited as being due 
to current public health 
concerns. Additionally, the 

announcement states that 
the decision was a difficult 
one and that it comes “after 
careful consideration.”

BY REBECCA STALNAKER

Crys Matthews To 
Perform In Lewisburg 

Carnegie Hall kicks-off 
the new year with “the next 
Woody Guthrie” Crys Mat-
thews on Friday, January 
21, 2022, at 7:30 p.m. as 
it continues its Mainstage 
Performance Series in the 
renovated Hamilton Audi-
torium. 

DC resident Crys Mat-
thews is among the bright-
est stars of the new gen-
eration of social justice 
music-makers. A power-
ful lyricist whose songs of 
compassionate dissent re-

Crys Matthews CRYS MATTHEWS  5
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Absent Husband To 
One Woman Is Absent 
Boyfriend To Another

DEAR ABBY: I have 
been with my boyfriend 
for eight years. When I 
met him he was married, 
but his wife lived in anoth-
er state. Although he said 
he loved her, he would 
visit her only for a week 

every other month or so. 
While he was there, in-
stead of concentrating on 
her he spent most of his 
time visiting his friends. 
He never intended to leave 
her for me, but she found 
out about us a year ago 
and told him she wanted 
a divorce. It became final 
a few months ago. He tells 
me he loves me every day, 
but he still spends a lot of 
time with his friends. We 
used to be together two or 
three days a week; we are 
down to one night most 
weeks, and occasionally 
two nights. I don’t think 
he looks forward to our 
time together the way I 
do. I’m afraid if I have a 
heart-to-heart conversa-
tion with him about this, 
he will walk away from 

our relationship. I am ter-
rified of being alone, so I 
settle for waiting for my 
turn. During the COVID 
quarantine, we kept to so-
cial distancing for several 
weeks, until I felt we had 
been isolated long enough 
that we could be together 
again. Tonight, he joined 
some friends for a so-
cial gathering, knowing it 
would compromise what 
I had worked so hard for 
so we could be together. 
Abby, it feels like he cares 
less for me than for his 
friends. Am I fighting a 
losing battle to stay with 
someone who seems so 
cavalier about our rela-
tionship? -- LEFT OUT IN 
WASHINGTON

DEAR LEFT OUT: Do 
you not recognize that you 

have created the very sit-
uation you fear the most? 
You ARE alone! This man 
isn’t going to give you any-
thing more than you are 
already getting from him, 
which is very little. This 
isn’t a losing battle you are 
fighting; the battle is over. 
He has made clear where 
his priorities lie, and they 
don’t include you. If you 
really want a companion, 
find someone who is will-
ing to share his life with 
you to the extent that you 
are willing to share yours 
with him. This man isn’t 
the one. 

   
DEAR ABBY: For the 

past week, my son-in-law 
has been texting me dai-
ly. I don’t mind his tex-
ting about normal things, 

but he’s either seeking a 
very close friendship or 
he is attracted to me. He 
and my daughter are 22 
and very religious. I don’t 
think asking me via text 
how he looks shirtless now 
compared to a year ago 
(he has texted me twice 
with no shirt on) is appro-
priate. There have been 
other red flags on his side 
of the conversation, and 
I have never misled him 
in any way. Should I con-
front him via text? Should 
I tell my daughter? I love 
her and do not want her to 
be mad at me. I did noth-
ing wrong. -- ONLY HIS 
MOTHER-IN-LAW

DEAR M.I.L.: I believe 
you. If your son-in-law’s 
texts are suggestive or 
make you uncomfortable, 

speak up and tell HIM -- 
not your daughter. If he 
persists in that vein, dis-
cuss it with her then. As to 
his request for a comment 
on his physique, ask him 
why he’s asking his moth-
er-in-law and not his wife. 
And follow it up by telling 
him frankly that you think 
the question and the pho-
tos are inappropriate.

   
Dear Abby is written by 

Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los An-
geles, CA 90069.

‘He-Man’ Artist And Toy Designer T. Mark Taylor Dies At 80
LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

T. Mark Taylor, artist and 
toy designer for the He-
Man and the Masters of 
the Universe franchise as 
well as the Teenage Mu-
tant Ninja Turtles, died 
Thursday at his Southern 
California home. He was 
80.

The cause was conges-
tive heart failure, Taylor’s 
family said in an email to 
The Associated Press on 
Saturday.

He-man was the mus-
cled frontman for toy 
manufacturer Mattel’s 
Masters of the Universe 
franchise, which would 
later spawn an animat-
ed series that became a 
staple for children. Kids 
squeezed in homework be-
tween scenes featuring the 
strapping cartoon hero as 
he battled sorcerers and 
other villains.

He-Man might have 
been known as a hulking 
superhero warrior but also 
became an icon within the 
LGBTQ community, who 

saw parallels in the secret 
life of Prince Adam, He-
Man’s alter ego.

As in the case of many 
creative endeavors, many 
hands shaped the fran-
chise. Taylor has said the 
prototypes date back to 
his own childhood as he 
fantasized about being 
“the next hero.” He said 
he based the concept of 
He-Man on his vision of 
Cro-Magnon men, as well 
as Vikings.

Mattel sold more than 
70 million action figures 
from its Masters of the 
Universe collection with-
in 30 months after it hit 
stores nearly 40 years 
ago, according to The New 
York Times. 

Taylor began his career 
with El Segundo-based 
Mattel in 1976 as a pack-
aging designer, his family 
said.

Mattel did not respond 
to a request for comment 
Saturday.

The Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles franchise — featuring pizza-loving Michelangelo, Donatello, Raphael and Leonardo — 

launched a long-running 
animated series, live-ac-
tion movies and a catch-
phrase: cowabunga! 

While Taylor did not 
create any of the char-
acters, his work as a de-
signer helped propel them 
into iconic childhood im-
ages for many around the 
world, including action 
figures and costumes that 
flew off stores’ shelves.

Terrell Mark Taylor — 
who went by his middle 
name, Mark — was born 
on June 5, 1941, accord-
ing to California voter 
registration records. He is 
survived by his wife of 50 
years, designer Rebecca 
Salari-Taylor of Ranchos 
Palos Verdes.

“I felt him say goodbye 
to this world as I held him 
in my arms for one final 
loving kiss,” Salari-Taylor 
wrote in a Facebook post.

Taylor’s family said his 
father-in-law, Tony Salari, 
told the artist, “If you can 

This undated photo provided by the Taylor Family shows artist 
and toy designer Mark Taylor.  Taylor, artist and toy designer 
for the He-Man and the Masters of the Universe franchise as 
well as the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, died Thursday, Dec. 
23, 2021, at his Southern California home. He was 80. (Taylor 
Family Photo via AP)

T. MARK TAYLOR  #4
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draw well, everything will 
be okay.” 

Taylor took pinstrip-
ing commissions for “hot 
rod” cars as a teen in Re-
dondo Beach in the early 
1950s, his family said. He 
later attended the Art-
Center College of Design 
in Pasadena.

Taylor went on to work 
for the U.S. Department 
of Defense in Pasadena 
and contributed to proj-
ects for submarines, bi-

ological and technical 
sonar technology and sea-
floor mapping, his family 
said.

Taylor’s toy work was 
featured in documenta-
ries, including “Power of 
Grayskull” and “The Toys 
That Made Us.”

“If I was going to do a 
hero for today, it would be 
a female hero — because 
it’s the time, because the 
heroes of our time are 
women. ... Us men had 

our day,” Taylor told fans 
during an appearance at a 
He-Man festival in 2015.

___
Calvan reported from 

New York.

T. Mark Taylor (Continued From Page 4)

‘Spider-Man’ Surpasses $1B Globally In Second Weekend
Peter Parker’s good for-

tune continued over the 
holiday weekend as Holly-
wood prepares to close the 
books on a turbulent 2021. 
Even with some mighty 
competition from new 
Matrix and Sing movies, 
and rising concerns over 
the omicron variant, “Spi-
der-Man: No Way Home” 
stayed in the No. 1 spot 
and netted a few more 
milestones too including 
crossing the $1 billion 
mark globally.

According to studio 
estimates Sunday “Spi-
der-Man” added $81.5 
million over the three-day 
weekend, down 69% from 
its first weekend. The 
Sony and Marvel film has 
now grossed $467 million 
from North American the-
aters, more than doubling 
the domestic grosses of 
2021’s previous No. 1 film, 
“Shang-Chi and the Leg-
end of the Ten Rings.”

With $587.1 million 
from 61 overseas mar-
kets, in just 12 days of 
release, “Spider-Man” 
has grossed $1.05 billion 
globally. It’s the first film 
of the pandemic to cross 
$1 billion and is tied with 
“Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens” for being the 
third-fastest film ever to 
do so — and this without 
the benefit of its release in 
China. 

Universal’s “Sing 2” 
came in second place with 
an estimated $23.8 mil-
lion, while Warner Bros.’ 
“The Matrix Resurrec-
tions” grossed $12 million 
to take third place.

The animated mu-
sical “Sing 2” features 
high-profile celebrity tal-
ent including Matthew 

McConaughey, Scarlett 
Johansson, Reese With-
erspoon and Bono, as well 
as a jukebox soundtrack 
full of well-known hits. 
Since its release Wednes-
day, it’s made $41 million 
($1.6 million of that came 
from Thanksgiving week-
end showings) from North 
America and $65 million 
worldwide. 

“We’re extraordinari-
ly pleased,” said Jim Orr, 
Universal’s president of 
domestic distribution. 

Orr said the stellar Cin-
emaScore (A+) and audi-
ence scores suggest that 
the film will continue to 
perform well in the next 
few weeks, when many 
kids are still out of school 
for the holidays. 

The fourth Matrix also 
opened on Wednesday and 
has earned an estimated 
$22.5 million in its first 
five days in North Amer-
ica. The film, directed by 
Lana Wachowski and star-
ring Keanu Reeves and 
Carrie-Anne Moss, is cur-
rently streaming on HBO 
Max as well. Globally, it’s 
grossed $69.8 million to 
date.

While the studio was 
hoping for a stronger 
box office, Jeff Goldstein, 
Warner Bros.’ head of do-
mestic distribution, said 
the movie achieved what 
they were looking for as an 
overall strategy including 
HBO Max. 

“The Matrix Resurrec-
tions” is the last of the 

18 Warner Bros. films re-
leased in 2021 to debut 
both in theaters and on 
HBO Max simultaneously. 
Starting in 2022, the stu-
dio will have a 45-day ex-
clusive theatrical window 
on their films. 

In fourth place was Dis-
ney and 20th Century’s 
“The King’s Man,” a pre-
quel to the action-comedy 
Kingsman series starring 
Ralph Fiennes. It came 
in slightly under expec-
tations with $6.4 million 
from the weekend and $10 
million from its first five 
days. The audience skewed 
heavily male (65%). 

The Kurt Warner biop-
ic “American Underdog” 
opened on Christmas Day 
and has made an estimat-

ed $6.2 million in its two 
days in release to round 
out the top five. Zachary 
Levi stars as Warner, the 
quarterback who went 
from undrafted free agent 
to Hall of Famer. 

Paul Thomas Ander-
son’s “Licorice Pizza” ex-
panded nationwide on 
Christmas, after playing 
in limited release for a 
month, and added $2.3 
million bringing its total 
to $3.7 million. And right 
behind it was the Denzel 
Washington-directed dra-
ma “A Journal For Jor-
dan,” which to $2.2 mil-
lion.

With just a few days left 
in 2021, the North Ameri-
can box office is currently 
sitting at $4.3 billion and 
is likely to net out around 
$4.4 billion. Pre-pandem-
ic, it was normal for a 
year’s box office to surpass 
$11 billion. 

“To say was a roll-
er-coaster year is an un-
derstatement,” said Paul 
Dergarabedian, the senior 
media analyst for Com-
score, Inc. “The market-
place is still facing chal-
lenges from the pandemic, 
but what an amazing cap-
per to one of the most in-
credible years ever at the 

box office.”
He added: “The future 

of the movie theater a year 
ago was a big question 
mark, and a year later it’s 
here to stay.”

Estimated ticket sales 
for Friday through Sun-
day at U.S. and Canadi-
an theaters, according to 
Comscore. Final domestic 
figures will be released 
Monday. 

1. “Spider-Man: No Way 
Home,” $81.5 million.

2. “Sing 2,” $23.8 mil-
lion.

3. “The Matrix Resur-
rections,” $12 million.

4. “The King’s Man,” 
$6.4 million.

5. “American Under-
dog,” $6.2 million.

6. “West Side Story,” 
$2.8 million.

7. “Licorice Pizza,” $2.3 
million.

8. “A Journal For Jor-
dan,” $2.2 million.

9. “Encanto,” $2 million.
10. “83,” $1.8 million. 
___
Follow AP Film Writer 

Lindsey Bahr on Twitter: 
http://twitter.com/ldbahr

Doctor Strange (Benedict Cumberbatch) looks on at Spider-Man 
in Columbia Pictures’ SPIDER-MAN: NO WAY HOME.
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Foot & Ankle Wound CAre Center

Chris Majewski, DPM
A passionate soccer play-

er, Dr. Majewski achieved 
national recognition as the 
youngest member of the US 
Olympic soccer team and 
earned a full soccer scholar-
ship to The George Washing-
ton University where he grad-
uated with honors. 

Dr. Majewski completed an 
Advanced Surgical Residen-
cy Program at the University 
of Pennsylvania and is Board 
Certified in Foot Surgery by 
the American College of Foot 
and Ankle Surgeons. Author 
of several foot-related books, 
Dr. Majewski maintains the 
highest qualifications avail-
able and is well known for his 
excellent bedside manner with 
younger kids and older adults 
as well.

6 Board Certifications!

Foot Pain | Heel & Arch
Diabetes | Trauma | Surgery

BoArd CertiFied 
Wound CAre
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Call 304-645-4000 
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(SOUTH)
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Saturday 8am-1pm • Closed Sunday

Greenbrier Valley Fitness 
(NORTH)

213 Coleman Drive
(Behind Ruby Tuesday’s)

Lewisburg, WV
304-645-4000

Hours: Monday-Friday 6am-8pm
Closed Saturday & Sunday 
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The Animal Acupuncture Clinic
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JACKSON RIVER
VETERINARY CLINIC

ROBERT S. MANN, DVM, CVA, CVCH
(540) 965-8355

Offering Acupuncture & Herbal Medicine

• Local Beef • WV Maple Syrup • Arts & Crafts
• Farm Fresh Eggs • Homemade Jam & Jelly
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For every $25 you spend, your name will be put
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• 2 Packs of Ground Beef • 2 Short Ribs • 1 Chuck Roast

flect her lived experience 
as what she lightheartedly 
calls “the poster-child for 
intersectionality,” Justin 
Hiltner of Bluegrass Sit-
uation called Matthews’s 
gift “a reminder of what 
beauty can occur when we 
bridge those divides.” She 
is made for these times and, 
with the release of her new, 
hope-fueled, love-filled so-
cial justice album Change-
makers, Matthews hopes 
to take her place alongside 
some of her heroes in the 
world of social-justice mu-
sic like Sweet Honey in the 
Rock and Holly Near. Of 
Matthews, ASCAP VP & 
Creative Director Eric Phil-
brook says, “By wrapping 
honest emotions around 
her socially conscious mes-
sages and dynamically de-
livering them with a warm 
heart and a strong voice, 
she lifts our spirits just 
when we need it most in 
these troubled times.

”Matthews began per-
forming in 2010, but ce-
mented her acclaim at 
Lincoln Center as the 2017 
New Song Music and Per-
formance Competition 
grand prize winner. That 
year she also released two 
new projects—her album 
of thoughtful songs on love 
and life called The Imag-
ineers, and her EP called 
Battle Hymn for an Army of 
Lovers, which tackles social 
justice themes. Matthews 
also won the People’s Mu-
sic Network’s Social Justice 
Songs contest at the North-
east Regional Folk Alliance. 
Loyal fans quickly followed 
as Matthews racked up per-
formances at large music 
festivals and prestigious 
venues across the country 

including the Sundance 
Film Festival, Kerrville 
Folk Festival, and locally at 
venues like The Birchmere, 
The Hamilton, Millennium 
Stage at the Kennedy Cen-
ter, and Jammin’ Java. In 
her TedTalk about difficult 
conversations called “Sing, 
Don’t Shout—An Alterna-
tive Approach” Matthews 
spoke about being born and 
raised in a small town in 
southeastern North Caroli-
na by an A.M.E. preacher, 
and how she witnessed the 
power of music from an ear-
ly age. A former drum ma-
jor and classically-trained 
clarinetist turned folk sing-
er, Matthews is using her 
voice to answer Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s call to be “a 
drum major for justice.”

“I believe in hope,” Mat-
thews said. “As a social-jus-
tice songwriter, it is my 
duty to keep breathing that 
hope and encouragement 
into the people who listen 
to my music.” And, from 
the title track to the last 
track, Changemakers does 
just that all while tackling 
some heavy topics like im-
migration, the opioid cri-
sis, Black Lives Matter, and 
gun safety to name a few.“ 
Ani DiFranco said, “People 
used to make records as in 
a record of an event,” said 
Matthews, “so I hope that 
these songs will serve as a 
time capsule, a record of 
the events of the last four 
years and what it was like 
to live through them.” Crys 
Matthews’s thoughtful, re-
alistic and emotional songs 
speak to the voice of our 
generation and remind us 
why music indeed soothes 
the soul.

The next morning, Sat-

urday, January 22, at 11 
p.m., Matthews will pres-
ent “Calling Them In” at 
the Wild Bean in downtown 
Lewisburg.  “Calling Them 
In” is a frank discussion 
about some of the challeng-
es of activism in the 21st 
Century.  Matthews will dis-
cuss how she, as an activist, 
continues to walk the walk 
when it is so easy to simply 
call out and not call in. This 
is a free event and everyone 
is welcome.

Tickets for the mainstage 
performance start at $17 
and discounts are available 
for Carnegie Hall members, 
students, senior citizens, 
and military. Pick-Four (4) 
Subscriptions are still avail-

able. To purchase tickets 
call Carnegie Hall Box Of-
fice at 304.645.7917, visit 
www.carnegiehallwv.org, 
or stop by at 611 Church 
Street, Lewisburg, West 
Virginia.  Carnegie Hall 
Box Office is open Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. un-
til 4 p.m.

Carnegie Hall WV is a 
nonprofit organization 
supported by individual 
contributions, grants, and 
fundraising efforts such as 
TOOT and The Carnegie 
Hall Gala. The Hall is lo-
cated at 611 Church Street, 
Lewisburg, WV.  For more 
information, please call 
304.645.7917 or visit www.
carnegiehallwv.org.

Crys Matthews (Continued From Page 2)

Omicron Spreads Global Gloom Over New Year’s Celebrations
BRUSSELS (AP) — After 

struggling with the corona-
virus for far too long, the 
world understands all too 
well Belgium’s word of the 
year, “knaldrang!” — the 
urge to party, the need to let 
loose. Yet as New Year cele-
brations approach, the omi-
cron variant is casting more 
gloom. 

Monday was a case in 
point, with several govern-
ments considering more 
restrictions to add to a 
patchwork of measures and 
lockdowns already in place 
around Europe.

The French government 
and British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson were assess-
ing the latest data and the 
need to counter the record 
numbers of COVID-19 infec-
tions with more measures to 
keep people apart at a time 
when they so dearly want to 
be together. 

But with indications that 
omicron might be a milder 
variant despite its massive 
transmissibility, politi-
cians were caught in a bind 
whether to further spoil yet 
another party or play safe to 
make sure health care sys-
tems don’t collapse. 

Further complicating 
matters was the lack of full 
data over the Christmas 
weekend, making the chron-

icling of the rise of omicron 
more difficult. 

In Belgium, people faced 
their first real test with sev-
eral new measures on Mon-
day. Shopping was reduced 
to maximum two adults, 
possibly with kids in tow, 
and movie theaters and con-
cert halls closed at a time 
when countless families are 
on vacation together. 

The calls to close theaters 
and arts centers came in for 
espectially heavy criticism. 

“We need it also for our 
mental health. It is the only 
way for people to live expe-
riences, to tell stories. It is 
of paramount importance 
for us to be open in these 
complicated and complex 
times,” said Michael De 
Kok, the artistic director of 
the Flemish Royal Theatre.

Even communal celebra-
tions like New Year’s fire-
works, that would usually 
see thousands thronging 
Brussels for the best views, 
are off. Nightclubs are al-
ready closed and restau-
rants and bars need to shut 
doors at 11 p.m. 

In the United Kingdom, 
there are similar creeping 
moves. Scotland will close 
its nightclubs Monday after 
Northern Ireland and Wales 
already did so on Sunday, 
though they remain open 

in England. Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson, who has re-
sisted ordering new restric-
tions but hasn’t ruled them 
out, is expected to be briefed 
Monday on the latest data 
on the spread of omicron.

Even that staple of Brit-
ish holiday celebrations, the 
steady stream of English 
Premier League games, is 
under threat. The league has 
already called off 15 soccer 
matches in 2 1/2 weeks and 
more could well be upcom-
ing. 

U.K. daily infection num-
bers reached a new high of 
122,186 on Friday, but there 
were no figures over the long 
Christmas weekend. 

France has recorded more 
than 100,000 virus infec-
tions in a single day for the 
first time in the pandemic 
and COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions have doubled over the 
past month. President Em-
manuel Macron’s govern-
ment is holding emergency 
meetings Monday to discuss 
the next steps in tackling the 
virus.

It is hoping that stepped-
up vaccinations will be 
enough. The government 
is pushing a draft law that 
would require vaccination 
to enter all restaurants and 
many public venues, instead 
of the current health pass 

system which allows people 
to produce a negative test or 
proof of recovery if they’re 
not vaccinated.

This piecemeal, often 
hesitant approach is visi-
ble through much of Eu-
rope. In Poland, a nation of 
38 million where the daily 
death toll now often breaks 
through the threshold of 
500 cases, nightclubs may 
be closed, but they will be 
allowed to reopen on New 
Year’s Eve, with the govern-
ment unwilling to go against 

the many voters opposed to 
restrictions and mandatory 
vaccinations. 

In Italy, the government 
has not mandated any rules 
for private gatherings, but 
it has set its sights on New 
Year’s Eve, banning out-
door events and closing dis-
cotheques until the end of 
January.

The Netherlands is cur-
rently the exception to the 
rule of disjointed deci-

sion-making. The govern-
ment there has gone farther 
than most European coun-
tries and shut down all non-
essential stores, restaurants 
and bars and extended the 
school holidays in a partial 
new lockdown.

____
Colleen Barry contributed 

from Milan, Sylvia Hui from 
London, Geir Moulson from 
Berlin and Vanessa Gera 
from Warsaw.

(AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


