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Community 
Obituaries
Barbara Alice Taylor

1953 - 2021
Edna Alice Boone

1948 - 2021
Dr. John Henry Dempsey

1931 - 2021
Shirley Jean Seldomridge 

Dotson
1935 - 2021

Ivan Roscoe Estep, Sr.
1939 - 2021

Harry Edward “Butch” 
Honaker

1952 - 2021
Joanne Osborne

1934 - 2021
Roy Lee Weikle, Jr.

1940 - 2021
Edward L. Thompson

1940 - 2021

Rainelle Sets 
Trick-or-

Treat Hours
The town of Rainelle will 

be observing door-to-door 
Trick-or-Treat hours on 
Saturday, Oct. 30, from 5-7 
p.m. 

According to a Town of 
Rainelle Facebook post, all 
homeowners who wish to 
hand out treats should keep 
their porch light on during 
Trick-or-Treat hours. 

Additionally, the town 
will host a Trunk-or-Treat 
at Rainelle Town Hall on the 
same day from 5-7 p.m. 

Prizes will be awarded for 
scariest trunk, most original 
and best theme. 

To reserve a spot, contact 
Rainelle Mayor Robin Wil-
liams at 304-661-2883 or 
via email at mayorrobinwill-
iams@gmail.com.

Municipal 
Round Up 

Lewisburg — The Shane 
Meade Trio will be perform-
ing live at The Humble To-
mato on Saturday, Oct. 9, 
between 1 and 4 p.m.

A Wheel Throwing Clay 
class for adults will be held 
at Carnegie Hall West Vir-
ginia in Lewisburg. The 
first class will take place 
on Oct. 7. The cost is $180 
for members and $200 for 
non-members. 

Alderson — The New 
Fruits of Labor location 
in Alderson has extend-
ed its hours of operation. 
The hours are now Tuesday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m., and Saturday from 11 
a.m. until 3 p.m.

White Sulphur 
Springs — The White Sul-
phur Springs Public Library 
is holding Story Time at 
10:30 a.m. on Fridays. They 
not only provide a story but 
a snack and craft as well.   

General — National Fire 
Prevention Week 2021 runs 
from Sunday, Oct. 3, until 
Saturday, Oct. 9. This year’s 
theme is The Sounds of Fire 
Prevention. Reach out to 
your local fire department 
for more information. Also, 
the 5 p.m. burning law went 
into effect on Oct. 1 and will 
last until Dec. 31.

BY REBECCA STALNAKER

Stevens Officially 
Sworn In As
Police Chief

Robin Williams (left) and J.P. Stevens

Rainelle Mayor Robin 
Williams has announced 
that J.P. Stevens was offi-
cially sworn into his posi-
tion as police chief on Mon-
day, Oct. 4. 

“He began his shift in the 
evening and has already 
made quite a difference in 
the town,” Williams said. 

Stevens has previously 
served as Rainelle police 
chief in prior administra-
tions. 

Additionally, Williams 
stated that the town is still 
looking for certified officers 
to fill one to two additional 
part-time positions. Re-
sumes may be sent to may-
orrobinwilliams@gmail.
com.

BY AUTUMN SHELTON

BY BOBBY BORDELON

Ronceverte Swears In 
New Councilmember

Ashley Guet was sworn 
in as Ronceverte’s newest 
councilmember during their 
Monday, October 4, meet-
ing.

The council position 
opened after a series of po-
sition moves - initially now 
Mayor Deena Pack was the 
city recorder. After she was 
elected to the mayorship, 
then councilmember Leah 
Smith, who was elected 
to office earlier this year, 
agreed to fill in the recorder 
position, vacating her coun-
cil seat.

Guet was selected by 
council to fill in that role. 
Mayor Deena Pack swore 
her in during the Monday 
meeting.

“I, Ashley Guet, do sol-
emnly swear, that I will sup-
port the Constitution of the 
United States and the Con-
stitution of the state of West 
Virginia, and will faithfully 
and impartially perform the 
duties of city councilperson 
for the city of ronceverte, so 
long as I will continue there-
in, to the best of my skill and 
judgement.”

After being chosen last 
month, Guet celebrated the 
victory online.

“Yes, Ronceverte; I would 

be very proud and honored 
to serve as a city council 
member! I am super excited 
to announce that I can offi-
cially add ‘Ronceverte City 
Council’ to my resume!” 
Guet posted to social me-
dia. “I was interviewed and 
voted in tonight and will 
be officially sworn in at the 
next council meeting! I am 
super happy and appreciate 
the vote of confidence from 
everyone on the council and 
our Mayor! I look forward 
to starting this new jour-
ney! Very proud to serve our 
sweet city! Councilwoman 

sounds nice to say about 
myself!”

In the audience, taking 
video of his mom being 
sworn in, was Gregory Guet, 
who was also recently ap-
pointed to a city board.

“Shoutout to our boy!” 
Ashley Guet wrote. “He’s 
been appointed to the City of 
Ronceverte Parks and Rec-
reational Committee and 
will fill their teen position. 
As a very political kid, this 
is his ultimate dream and he 
is beyond excited! We are so 
very proud of him!”

Ashley Guet (left) is sworn in as Councilmem-
ber by Mayor Deena Pack, with her son, Greg-
ory Guet, filming the event.

BY BOBBY BORDELON

Ronceverte Approves Water Project Extension
Ronceverte Council Ap-

proves ‘Standard’ Water 
Project Extension

Extensions for the Ron-
ceverte water project were a 
priority for the Ronceverte 
City Council during their 
Monday, October 4, meet-
ing.

It’s hard to live in Roncev-
erte and not know about the 
project - between broken 
roads with crews access-
ing water lines under pave-
ment, boil water advisories, 
and tank shut downs each 
allowing crews to work on 
the lines, some of which are 
over 100 years old.

Steve Williams, one of the 
city employees heading the 
project, noted work was not 
likely to be completed by the 
end of the year, but also stat-
ed that the city is now saving 
between 75,000 to 100,000 
gallons of water a day.

Before conversation be-
gan, Councilmember Scott 
Vogelsong moved to enter 
executive session with some 
of the discussion around the 
water project, a motion the 
rest of council approved. 
However, council then vot-
ed to come back out after 
further review of the state 
code’s listed reasons for ex-
ecutive sessions of govern-
ing bodies, such as employ-
ee matters and potential 
litigation.

“Before you continue, we 
better tell everyone else they 
can come back in because I 
don’t want to do anything 
that violates state code. … 
That’s on me, I apologize,” 
said Mayor Deena Pack be-
fore council voted to come 
out of executive session.

Council then considered 
the three change orders for 
the project, extending the 
“substantial completion” 
dates. The first two change 
orders, for Lynch Construc-
tion and Famco, would see 

an additional 42 days and 
75 days for each contract, 
respectively.

“Yes, this is pretty much a 
standard request if you have 
inclement weather,” ex-
plained E.L. Robinson En-
gineer Bob Hazelwood. “The 
first half of January is where 
they had the delay of the 
pipe materials. The contract 
[with Lynch] officially start-
ed January 8. … One bad 
weather day or snow day can 
cause more than one day of 
not working. … It’s been a 
difficult year for the con-
struction industry, even en-
gineers. From a shortage of 
workers and pipe materials 
being delayed, to the old wa-
ter system itself, not know-
ing where the water lines 
are, [it’s] justified to give the 
contractors this time to do 
the work and get the work 
completed.”

“In the contract, it says 
they could come back and 
request this,” said Coun-
cilmember Kathy King. “I’ve 
seen this on other building 
projects. If, and I’m not say-
ing Lynch would do this, … 
we wouldn’t approve it, they 
could just send a couple of 
men to work on it and go 
start a job somewhere else 
because they wouldn’t be 
in contract with us to get 
the job done. We want to 
get this phase completed, 
therefore, in my opinion, it’s 
justified. We need to move 
on with the project. After 42 
days is when the penalties 
start if they are late.”

For construction projects 
similar to the water up-
grades, it’s common to have 
a substantial completion 
date, where a majority of 
the work is done, then is in-
spected, allowing additional 
time to correct any potential 
issues inspectors might have 
found before the project is 
officially completed.

Councilmember Leah 
Smith noted the extensions 

could come with a financial 
cost to the city later.

“My issue with this is that 
[the dollar figures] should 
have been included in the 
extensions of time,” Smith 
said. “It should come in all 
[at once]. It seems a little 
disingenuous to say ‘this 
one doesn’t have any mon-
ey associated with this re-
quest, it’s just an extension 
for time,’ but it does have a 
request for money.”

“Because we approved the 
extensions,” Pack said.

“I understand it, I just 
wish it were all at once,” 
Smith said. “… It’s because 
we just extended the time 
on the change orders, one 
for 42 more days for Lynch 
and another for 75 more cal-
endar days for Famco.”

Hazelwood confirmed this 
could be the case.

“The contingency funds 
are left after the original 
work is completed,” Ha-
zelwood said. “Then that’s 
work that would have to be 
done by change order. … 
Next spring, there might be 
a month’s worth to replace 
more water lines. It’ll proba-
bly be an additional month’s 
work in the spring.”

All three extensions, for 
Lynch Construction, Famco, 
and Pro Contracting, were 
all approved by council.

Vogelsong asked how soon 
the roads could be repaired, 
noting he is asked frequent-
ly and that he recently blew 
a tire.

“We keep filling and filling 
[the holes in the road with 
gravel],” Williams respond-
ed.

“They’re still terrible,” Vo-
gelsong said. “I’m not try-
ing to blame anybody, but 
they’re still terrible.”

“Paving is starting,” King 
said.

“We were supposed to 
start last week,” Williams 
said.

“People don’t see that, 

they just see the huge pot-
holes and I don’t know what 
to tell them,” Vogelsong 
said.

“We’re working on it,” 
Pack said.

Vogelsong also asked if 
the city could expect to have 
everything done by “De-
cember 15 or the first of the 
year.”

“No, not if we can’t get ma-
terials,” Williams explained. 
“That’s our big thing. We’ll 
be getting what we can in 
the ground and starting 
with materials in the spring. 
That’s all you can do. It’ll be 
the same amount of money. 
… We can’t find two inch 
pipe, we can’t find fittings. 
I’ve had one inch meter set-
ters ordered for four months 
for Gypsy Heights Road up 
at the church and I don’t 
know when I’m going to get 
them. I need them. It’s crazy. 
… It’s not their fault. All the 
manufacturers in the United 
States quit making two inch 
pipes a year ago and they 
aren’t going to start up until 
the first of the year.”

“For Pro Contracting, 
the water line work is 100 
percent complete, the only 
thing that’s left is the pav-
ing, the trench repairs,” Ha-
zelwood noted earlier in the 
meeting. “They are sched-
uled to come in Thursday, 
weather permitting, to start 
on that. If there’s any rain 
in the first three days of the 
week, it might [get pushed] 
to next week.”

Despite this, there was 
still a reason to celebrate.

“What we’ve done so far 
has saved us almost 100,000 
gallons a day, between 
75,000 and 100,000 a day,” 
said Williams. “We’ve got 
half of it done.”

“It just shows that we’re 
starting to account for the 
unaccountable water,” King 
said. “You’ve found a differ-
ence, [City Administrator] 
Pam Mentz will see a dif-

ference in the next city of 
Lewisburg water bill. That’s 
the goal people.”

At the end of the meeting, 
each council person thanked 
both Williams and Hazel-
wood for their efforts on the 
project.

Major problems with 
Ronceverte’s water system 
pushed City Council to seek 
funding for two infrastruc-
ture projects in recent years. 
The projects are addressing 
a number of issues, each of 
which often causes leaks 
and the subsequent drain-
ing of sections of the water 
system in order to address 
the leaks.

The project is split into 
two phases, the first of 
which includes replacing 
the West End water stor-
age tank, replacing the Bri-
er Hill water storage tank, 
replacing 12,000 linear feet 
of water mains, 2,000 linear 
feet of service lines, 40 gate 
valves, 20 hire hydrants and 
valve assemblies, leak de-
tection equipment, 14,000 
linear feet of concrete and 
asphalt trench pavement re-
pairs, and more.

The second phase in-
cludes another 8,200 linear 
feet of water mains, 2,000 
water service lines, 30 fire 
hydrants and valve assem-
blies, 28 gate valves, 9,500 
linear feet of concrete and 
asphalt trench pavement re-
pairs, and more.

After approximately an 
hour of discussion around 
the water project, council 
then moved to the next item 
on the agenda - the water 
system upgrade progress re-
ports.

“Bob, we might be beating 
a dead horse here, but the 
progress report for phase 
one and phase two [are 
next],” Pack said, laughing 
with the rest of the room. 
“I feel like we covered it, we 
don’t need to.”

COUNCILMEMBER   3
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LOCAL NEWS

Greater Greenbrier COVID Task Force 
Reports On Meeting Agenda Topics 

October 5, 2021 Up-
date:

The Greater Greenbrier 
COVID-19 Task Force met 
via conference call and re-
ports the following informa-
tion.

— GREENBRIER COUN-
TY HEALTH DEPART-
MENT. We currently have 
3,092 cases, 1,495 probable, 
3 suspect, 4,304 recovered, 
203 active, 13 hospitalized, 
and 83 deaths. We are “or-
ange” on the map. 

— BOOSTER DOSES. 
The health department will 
begin giving booster doses 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
to eligible citizens. Eligible 
citizens have completed the 
Pfizer COVID-19 vaccina-
tion at least 6 months ago 
and meet at least one of the 
following criteria: 65 years 
of age or older, Reside in a 
long-term care facility, 18 
years and older who have 
underlying medical condi-
tions, 18 years and older who 
work in high-risk* settings.  
(*High risk is defined as first 

responders, education staff, 
food and agriculture work-
ers, manufacturing workers, 
US postal service workers, 
public transit workers, gro-
cery store workers.)

— GREENBRIER VAL-
LEY MEDICAL CENTER. 
We have 13 COVID patients 
in the hospital currently. 
We are seeing these num-
bers begin to decrease. We 
are doing elective surger-
ies again. Tailgate trick or 
treat is canceled again this 
year. Monoclonal antibod-
ies continue to be available. 
(We’ve administered this 
treatment to over 500 folks 
at this point.) No visitors 
are allowed in the hospital 
right now. Please only come 
to the emergency room for 
emergencies. 

— ROBERT C BYRD 
CLINIC. We expanded our 
hours for COVID testing to 
9 a.m.-noon and 1-3 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. We 
still offer the PCR tests with 
results in 24 – 48 hours. 
Rapid tests are available 
now. We continue to provide 
vaccines Monday-Friday as 

part of routine visits and 
vaccine clinics on Thursdays 
and Fridays. Booster doses 
are available also. We will 
begin offering monoclonal 
antibody injections next 
week when we receive our 
first shipment. Flu vaccines 
are available at any time. 
Just call to schedule an ap-
pointment. 

— RAINELLE MEDI-
CAL CENTER.  Free testing 
times: Monday: 10 a.m.-
noon & 1-4 p.m., Tuesday: 
10 a.m.-noon only, Wednes-
day: 10 a.m.-noon & 1-4 
p.m., Thursday: 10 a.m.-
noon, and Friday: 10 a.m.-
noon. Vaccine days: Tues-
day: 1-4 p.m., Thursday: all 
day. We will also be giving 
flu vaccines as well & walk-
ins are welcome. Booster 
doses are available. We have 
a limited supply of antibody 
treatments. Please call to 
schedule that treatment. 

— COMMITTEE ON AG-
ING. Our centers are now 
closed for activities and 
meals (Fairlea and Rupert), 
but we continue to offer 
in-home/delivery services. 

We are also continuing to 
provide all regular services. 
Masks are required at our 
facilities.  We are actively 
seeking employees to con-
tinue providing services to 
our seniors. If you’re inter-
ested, please call 304-392-
5138.

— THE HUB. We re-
opened our Café this week. 
Wed-Thurs: 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m., Fri: 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
For this First Friday, Oct. 
1, we are participating in 
offering samples of our 
pumpkin spiced lattes and 
fruit smoothies. We will 
also have stations for baby 
pumpkin painting for kids. 
Come on by! Grab and Go 
Dinner Specials are avail-
able W-Fri, $5 for commu-
nity members and free for 18 
and under.  Order by noon.  
Now hiring young people in 
our Café and Tech Express 
youth training businesses, 
and hiring AmeriCorps vol-
unteers. 304-647-4994

Submitted by Senator 
Stephen Baldwin, chair of 
the Task Force.

BY SEN. STEPHEN BALDWIN 

Carnegie Hall Calendar Of Events
2021 FALL CLASSES & 

WORKSHOPS: Carnegie 
Hall offers learning opportu-
nities starting on September 
18 and continuing through 
December.  Classes and 
workshops include pottery, 
painting, cooking, music, 
weaving, writing, quilting, 
and more.  Carnegie also 
offers classes for homes-
chooled students.

To register, make reserva-
tions or for more informa-
tion regarding events and 
classes visit carnegiehallwv.
org, call 304.645.7917, or 
stop by 611 Church Street, 
Lewisburg, West Virginia.

THURSDAY, OCT. 7: 
CHANCE MCCOY – Car-
negie Hall’s Ivy Terrace 
Concert Series continues 
on Thursday, Oct. 7, at 6:30 
p.m. with Grammy Award 
Winner Chance McCoy. Ivy 
Terrace Concerts take place 

outside in front of Carnegie 
Hall and are free to the pub-
lic. Concertgoers are encour-
aged to bring a lawn chair or 
blanket and pack a picnic. 
The concert will move inside 
if it rains. This is an alco-
hol-free event. 

CANCELED!! SATUR-
DAY, OCT. 9: TASTE OF 
OUR TOWN FESTIVAL 
(TOOT) – The 37th annual 
Taste of Our Towns (TOOT) 
festival, which was to take 
place Saturday, October 9, 
from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m., has 
been canceled. 

FRIDAY, OCT. 22: 
HILLBILLY GYPSIES 
WITH BOBBY THOMP-
SON – Mainstage Perfor-
mance on Friday, October 
22 at 7:30 p.m. The Hillbilly 
Gypsies are best known for 
their high-energy live perfor-
mances and Bobby Thomp-
son is known for rarely slow-

ing down. Tickets go on sale 
to the general public on Sep-
tember 30. 

ROTATING GALLER-
IES:

OLD STONE ROOM 
GALLERY – Works by 
Deborah Diane Lester/Ja-
mie Lester. Carnegie Hall 
Galleries are open Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Free admission and 
open to the public. Runs 
through Oct. 26.

MUSEUM GALLERY – 
Works by Margy Green. Car-
negie Hall Galleries are open 
Monday through Friday, 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. Free admission 
and open to the public. Runs 
through Oct. 26.

BOARD ROOM GAL-
LERY – Connie Manches-
ter Exhibit. Carnegie Hall 
Galleries are open Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Free admission and 

open to the public. Showing 
until further notice.

LOBBY GALLERY – 
Works by Suzanne Wise-
man. Carnegie Hall Galleries 
are open Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Free 
admission and open to the 
public. Runs through Oct. 
26.

ONLINE EXHIBIT – 
Carnegie Hall’s 31st Annual 
Art Exhibit “Phonedemic: 
Scenes from a Lost Year.” 
(https://www.carnegiehall-
wv.org/juried-exhibit)

PERMANENT EXHIB-
IT:  

ARTS FROM THE 
ASHES: THE HISTORY 
OF CARNEGIE HALL – 
The exhibit features mem-
orabilia, photographs, arti-
facts and more of Carnegie 
Hall since its construction in 
1901.  Located on the second 
floor. Free admission.

Historic Landmarks Commission
To Hold Public Hearing Via ZOOM

Notice of Public Hearing
Lewisburg Historic Land-

marks Commission
October 18, 202100PM
Also available via Tele-

conference because of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic

For information on how 
to participate on ZOOM 
contact Marsha Cunning-
ham, at 304-645-2080 by 4 
pm on Monday, October 18, 
2021.

Agenda:
Call to Order

• Approval of Min-
utes;  September 13,2021

• Comments from the 
public.

• Montwell Com-
mons:  990 Jefferson Street 
North.  Install Sun Setter 
Retractable awning on back-
side of Hill and Holler.

• Montwell Com-
mons:  990 Jefferson Street 
North.  Install two sections 
of split rail fencing along the 
back side of property on La-
fayette Street back entrance.

• Andrew Edwards:  
324 Lafayette Street.  Re-
place wooden door with 
a Heavy Duty Steel Door 
painted Classical Yellow and 
install a Black wall lantern 
beside door.

• Marilyn Cooper:  
1067 Washington Street.  
Install two mini split heat 
pumps on roof with refrig-
erant piping running down 
the outside wall.  Color will 
be White or Brown.

• Phil and Kriston 

Cornett:  Erect a three bay 
garage painted white with a 
black metal roof.

• Comments from the 
Commissioners.

• Comments from the 
Planning and Zoning Offi-
cer.

Adjournment
The next scheduled meet-

ing of the Lewisburg Histor-
ic Commission will be held 
on Monday, November 8, 
2021 with a deadline of Fri-
day October 22, 2021.

Pocahontas Students’ Work on Display At Capitol
West Virginia Attorney 

General Patrick Morrisey 
announced his office has 
displayed artwork by stu-
dents from Pocahontas 
County at the State Capitol 
building, showcasing ef-
forts to raise awareness of 
opioid abuse in the Attor-
ney General’s most recent 
Kids Kick Opioids design 
contest.

The local entries on dis-
play were created by Eden 
Smith, Jacob Allen Bennett, 
Morgan Armstrong and Ri-
ley Pollack. The Pocahontas 
County students’ artwork is 

joined by that of Jasmine 
Christensen of Clay Coun-
ty; Lydia Sauselein of Mon-
roe County; and Jacob P. 
James, Gavin Coleman and 
Laierra Webber of Raleigh 
County.

Their artwork will remain 
on display through Oct. 4.

“Drug abuse needlessly 
claims too many lives. Our 
hope is the entries from 
these artistic students will 
bring greater awareness 
and change, and touch the 
minds and hearts of those 
who view them at the Cap-
itol,” Morrisey said. “These 

entries reveal not only the 
immense creativity and 
talent of our students — in 
some instances, their de-
signs also show the heart-
breaking situations that 
some students experience 
at home.”

The designs on display 
were created during the 
2020-2021 school year by 
students then studying at 
the following schools: Clay 
Middle School, Mountain 
View Elementary and Mid-
dle School, Marlinton Mid-
dle School, Independence 
Middle School and Trap 

Hill Middle School.
The entries from Poca-

hontas County and oth-
ers around the region are 
among 67 regional winning 
entries chosen by judges.

Judges selected Liliona 
McKenzie Wright, of Rives-
ville Elementary/Middle 
School in Marion County 
as the statewide winner. 
Her design appeared in 
newspapers as the attorney 
general’s latest public ser-
vice announcement in July 
and remains on the office’s 
website, along with that of 
statewide runner-up Caitlin 

Modesitt, of Ravenswood 
Middle School in Jackson 
County.

Regional winning de-
signs will be displayed on 
rotation with other regions 
at the Capitol through late 
November.

Kids Kick Opioids rep-
resents one of many ini-
tiatives through which the 
attorney general has sought 
to combat West Virginia’s 
drug overdose death rate, 
including a lawsuit against 
the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration that 
achieved sweeping reforms 

to the nation’s drug quota 
system.

The attorney general also 
has combated the opioid 
crisis with civil litigation, 
multistate initiatives, fund-
ing to target opioid abuse, 
criminal prosecutions, new 
technology, engagement 
with the faith-based com-
munity and education.

The West Virginia Board 
of Pharmacy, West Virginia 
Association of School Nurs-
es and the Capitol Police as-
sisted the Attorney General 
in judging the public service 
announcement contest.

Revolutionary Soldier To Be Honored In Ceremony
Revolutionary War Sol-

dier, Private James Keaton, 
of the 7th Virginia Regiment 
of Foot will be honored with 
a Grave Marking Ceremony 
in the Keaton Cemetery in 
Greenville, Monroe County, 
West Virginia on October 
16, 2021 Saturday at 11:00 
am. 

The Cemetery is located 
on Cooks Run Road off Hwy 

122 just West of Greenville.  
The Sons of the American 

Revolution Greenbrier Val-
ley Chapter will be conduct-
ing the Ceremony. 

Compatriot Bill Lester 
of Shady Springs, WV and 
Compatriot Charles E. Lilly 
of St. Charles, Missouri can 
be contacted for more de-
tails or driving directions if 
needed.  

All descendants of James 
Keaton are welcome to at-
tend and the public will be 
warmly received. 

The Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution will be firing 
a Musket Salute to honor 
Pvt. James Keaton and his 
Headstone will be placed 
next to his wife: “Anky Bal-
lard Keaton “.

Contact information 

Bill Lester in Shady 
Springs – Past President 
WVSSAR 304-763-3582

Charles E. Lilly in St. 
Charles, MO Past President 
MOSSAR 314-608-6916

D. Wayne Harvey WV 
State Historian WVSSAR 
304-466-0429

James Keaton relocated 
from Orange County, VA in 
C.1790 to Monroe County 

and married Anky Ballard 
(sister of William Ballard Sr 
& Elizabeth Steppe).  John-
son Keaton (son of James) 
established the Indian Prim-
itive Baptist Church and 
was the Minister for over 
30 years.  Many families in 

Monroe County can trace 
their heritage to the Keaton 
family i.e.: Ballard, Ellison, 
Thompson, Lilly, Mann, Al-
derson, Houchins, Harvey, 
Halstead, Mann. Miller, 
St.Clair, Whitten, Kean and 
many more.
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Industrial 
Electrician

CONTRACTORS FOR WESTROCK 
IN LOW MOOR, VA HIRING 

AN INDUSTRIAL ELECTRICIAN
Experience: Applicant must have VA or WV Journey-

man’s Electrical License - required. Also, some PLC knowl-
edge and AC/DC drive experience preferred. We have rotating 
shifts with possible overtime, must have your own tools.
Benefits: Paid Holidays, Health, Dental, Life Insurance, & 

401k Retirement with company match incentive, and Paid va-
cation, as well as Safety Attendance Celebration and a Christ-
mas Bonus.

Training Provided: Summit Safety, Fork Truck, Lock-
Out Tag-Out, Cary Deck Cranes, PLC, Hydraulic/Pneumatic, 
Rockwell, and much more. We are, as they call it, a stepping-
stone Promo within.

Apply: Please send resumé to – P.O. Box 196, Low 
Moor, VA 24457 OR email david.nicelyii@westrock.com or          
denise.megginson@westrock.com.

Employment 
Opportunities 

in the 
Greenbrier Valley!

Mullican Flooring

In other business:
- Three different organi-

zations are planning to host 
Halloween events. Roncev-
erte Baptist Church Pastor 
Christopher Alonso, Ron-
ceverte River Festival or-
ganizer Mark Mengel, and 
Tanya Hazelwood, coun-
cilmember and organizer 
for Friends of Ronceverte, 
each confirmed they were 
looking into holding Hal-
loween events. The three 
representatives agreed to 
have a meeting to decide 
how a parade, multiple 
trunk or treats, and more 
could all fit together for 
a Halloween celebration. 
Pack thanked all three or-
ganizations for their efforts 
to celebrate in town.

- The Ronceverte Police 
Department has received 
both body cameras and 
new tasers, Chief Jerry 
Hopkins highlighted in his 
report. In addition, Hop-

kins noted that property ci-
tations have not started yet 
started due to larger cases 
that have the department’s 
focus.

- After the recent reopen-
ing of the urban deer hunt, 
about ten individuals have 
signed up to participate, 
according to Hopkins.

- Councilmember Scott 
Vogelsong asked council 
to consider allowing poul-
try within city limits, cit-
ing the urban deer hunt as 
a reason for it. Pack noted 
an ordinance changing City 
Council would be needed 
for this - consideration was 
tabled for the next meeting.

- This article covers the 
Ronceverte City Council 
meeting outside of dis-
cussion around the water 
project. For more on the 
project, see “Ronceverte 
Council Approves ‘Stan-
dard’ Water Project Exten-
sion.”

Councilmember
     Continued From Page 1

Lewisburg Elks Lodge #1758
Holds New Member Initiation 

Lisa Morgan with ER Willie Hylton

Pictured are the newest members of Lewisburg Elks Lodge#1758 along with Exalted 
Ruler Willie Hylton. At the previous initiation, the Elks welcomed 13 new members. 
Lewisburg Elks Lodge congratulates all new members. Left to right: Keby Faulkner, 
Nicholas Irvin, Christian Ledford, Thomas Mutter, Dr. Lynnetta Payne, Chris Long, 
Exalted Ruler Willie Hylton, Brandy Adkins, Janet Mccue, Donna Chesebro, Donna 
Bowling, Kayla Whited,  Roger O’Dell.

Learn Adobe Photoshop Basics Via ZOOM At NRCTC
New River Community 

and Technical College is of-
fering a three-week intro-
ductory Adobe Photoshop 
class through Zoom video 
conferencing starting Tues-
day, Oct. 26, 2021. 

The community educa-
tion class will contain both 
lecture and lab components 

allowing students to gain 
hands-on experience with 
the photo editing program. 
Students in the class will 
learn to use layers, layer 
adjustments, curves, selec-
tions, masking techniques, 
plug-ins, color management 
techniques, special effects 
and compositing along with 

how to enhance and im-
prove digital images for out-
put to photographic digital 
printers and/or the web. 

The class will meet from 
6 to 8 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Tuition for the 
class is $100, and the reg-
istration deadline is Oct. 19, 
2021. Participants will be 

emailed the Zoom link and 
log-in information after reg-
istering for the class. 

 Visit www.newriver.edu/ 
community for informa-
tion on upcoming classes 
or register for the course 
or contact Gloria Kincaid 
(304-793-6101, gkincaid@ 
newriver.edu).  

New River CTC’s Work-
force Education Division 
provides community educa-
tion classes and employable 
educational opportunities 
including noncredit cours-
es, workforce development 
programs and customized 
training. 

New River Community 

and Technical College serves 
nine counties in southeast-
ern West Virginia from the 
Greenbrier Valley Campus 
(Lewisburg), Mercer Coun-
ty Campus (Princeton), 
Nicholas County Campus 
(Summersville) and Raleigh 
County Campus (Beaver).

Openings Available 
For Home, Virtual 

School Classes

An Introduction to the Universe Teaching Art-
ists Dave Buhrman with students.

Lewisburg, WV - Carne-
gie Hall is offering Tuesday 
afternoon classes aimed at 
providing hands-on arts and 
sciences educational op-
portunities for homeschool 
and virtual school students. 
Classes take place at Carne-
gie Hall on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 19, 26, November 2, 9, 
16, from 1-2:30 p.m. There 
are still a few openings for 
the older group – students 
10 to 14 years of age.

The older group’s five-
class, STEAM oriented se-
ries begins with Can You 
Dig It? An intro to Archae-
ology, and continues each 
Tuesday with Macramé, 
Build DaVinci’s Machines: 
The Ballista Crossbow, En-
ter the Cosmodome: An In-
troduction to the Universe, 
and Clay Whistles. 

Homeschool teaching 
artists include Susan Ad-
kins, Dave Buhrman, Lynn 
Creamer, Amie Durrman, 
Harmony Flora, Sharon 
Ginsburg, Teri Hartford, 
Sean O’Connell, Jennifer 

Orr, and Kathy Talley.
Automatic scholarships 

are available thanks to a 
grant from United Way 
of the Greenbrier Valley. 
All students only pay $65. 
Register early as spaces 
are limited. These work-
shops are small, socially 
distanced, in-person class-
es. All participants are re-
quired to wear masks while 
in Carnegie Hall. To enroll 
and for a complete list of 
classes and workshops visit 
carnegiehallwv.org/class-
es-and-workshops or call 
(304) 645-7917, Monday 
– Friday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Classes & Workshops bro-
chures are also available at 
611 Church Street, Lewis-
burg, West Virginia.

 Carnegie Hall is a non-
profit organization sup-
ported by individual con-
tributions, grants, and 
fundraising efforts such as 
TOOT and its annual gala. 
The Hall is located at 611 
Church Street, Lewisburg, 
WV.

Carnegie Hall Guild 
To Hold Monthy

Its Meeting
The Carnegie Hall Guild 

will hold its monthly meet-
ing on Tuesday, October 12 
at 4:30. Come and join us 
at 4:15 for a few social mo-
ments with refreshments 
and friends. The mission 
of the Carnegie Hall Guild 
is to promote interest in 
Carnegie Hall and provide 
financial and volunteer 
support.

 The meeting will be held 

on the Ivy Terrace out front 
of the building. In case 
of inclement weather the 
meeting will be held in the 
Old Stone Room on the first 
floor of Carnegie Hall. We 
will all sit socially distanced 
and masks are required.

 The public is always wel-
come. Come at 4:15 to meet 
the members and learn 
what the Guild is currently 
planning for Carnegie Hall.

‘Walk For Her Lifetime’ Fundraiser Planned
The Hinton Police and 

Fire Departments will 
sponsor a Boot Brigade for 
Breast Cancer on October 
23 from 11 a.m.until 1 p.m. 

for Walk for Her Lifetime, 
Summers County Breast 
Cancer Committee.

They will assemble in 
front of Hinton House 

Apartments on Stokes 
Drive. Please donate to this 
worthy cause.

All the money raised here 
stays in Summers county 

for those who need financial 
assistance for treatments 
and diagnostics related to 
breast cancer.
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ENTERTAINMENT

(Answers tomorrow)
FOYER THREW VANISH FORMATYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: They were headed out to go surfing, but the 
lifeguard was going to — WAVE THEM OFF

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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Print your
answer here: ”“

(Answers tomorrow)
DIRTY BURST FREEZE SPOKENYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: The seagull wanted some alone time and thought 
that being part of a flock was — FOR THE BIRDS

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.

G
et

 th
e 

fre
e 

JU
ST

 J
UM

BL
E 

ap
p 

• F
ol

lo
w

 u
s 

on
 T

w
itt

er
 @

Pl
ay

Ju
m

bl
e

TWEHR

EYFRO

SINHVA

TRFAMO



5

Subscribe to the WVDN for just $108/year, $54/6 months or $27 for 3 months. Call 304-645-1206 or visit wvdn.com to have the WVDN delivered to your door. 

 Wednesday, October 6, 2021LEGAL

SOUTHERNSTATES.COM

608 Monroe Ave., Ronceverte, WV 24970 • (304) 647-5501
Monday-Friday: 8:00am - 5:00pm • Saturday: 8:00am - 12:00pm

Stock Up Now on
HEAT PELLETS

YOUR GREENBRIER SOUTHERN STATES IS YOUR  
LOCAL SOURCE FOR HEAT PELLETS THIS FALL AND WINTER. 

STOCK UP NOW BEFORE COLD WEATHER SETS IN.

Monroe County Courthouse 
Marriages 

Shawn Michael Simmons 
to Mya Renea Looney;

Michael Traynum Paxton 
to Etta Jane Paxton.

Fiduciaries 
David M Shrader, Execu-

tor of the Thomas L Shrader 
estate;

Beverly Lynn Hines, Ex-
ecutrix of the Ginny Sue 
Somerville estate;

Belinda R Hager, Admin-
istratrix of the Mabel Ruth 
McClaugherty estate;

Amanda Blaine Harman, 
Executrix of the Darrow Or-
rin Harman estate;

Norbert A Netzel II, Ad-
ministrator of the Erin Cro-
sier Netzel estate;

Michael Douglas Wick-
line, Executor of the Doro-
thy F Wickline estate;

Shirley C Neel, Executrix 
of the Jean J Nichols estate;

Glenn Carter, Executor of 
the James Shelton Erskine 
estate;

Frankie C Rice, Adminis-
tratrix of the Donald Henry 
Rice estate;

Angela R Lilly, Adminis-
tratrix of the Clara Rheba 
Dixon estate;

Angela M Thornton, Ex-
ecutrix of the Benjamin 
Wayne Thornton estate; 

Steven E Crawford, Exec-
utor of the Freda Ann Craw-
ford estate;

Marilyn Hamburg, Ex-
ecutrix of the Hazel Shafer 
estate;

Christopher Craighead, 
Administrator of the Beulah 
Irene Cochran estate;

Anita Joyce Hoke, Admin-
istratrix of the Patsy Jean 
Cox estate;

Randall Todd Higginboth-
am, Executor of the Betty 
Higginbotham estate;

Teresa M Adams, Execu-
trix of the Ella Loraine Page 
estate;

Chad Thompson, Admin-
istrator of the Edward Lo-
renza Thompson estate.

Land Transfers 
Delores Gailya Dillon to 

Teresa Callis, two lots, Red 
Sulphur District;

Rebecca H Crabtree to 
Kim Ellis, 1 acre, Red Sul-
phur District;

Paul Timothy Spencer to 

Robert D Spencer and Kathy 
Spencer, two parcels, Red 
Sulphur District;

Pleasant Valley Farm of 
Monroe LLC to Jonathan 
Cody Murphy and Haley 
Jean Murphy, two tracts, 
Sweet Springs District;

Aretha B Dowdy to Gir-
lonza Scott and J Matthew 
Boswell, two tracts, Wolf 
Creek District;

Campsite LLC to Tim-
my Howard King and John 
Paul West, 3.50 acres, Sweet 
Springs District;

Jacob Morgan Hinkle 
and Megan Hinkle to Drue 
A Hines-Danz, 10.33 acres 
more or less, Red Sulphur 
District;

Shawn M Barnette and 
Rebecca D Banette to John 
Biggs Jr. and Kristin Wikle, 
four tracts, Red Sulphur 
District;

Jeffrey D Neel and Debra 
A Neel and Trevor D Neel 
and Trevor Neel Farms 
Trust to Trevor D Neel, 1 
acre, Springfield District;

Avery D Atkins, Trustee 
of the Avery D Atkins Re-
vocable Real Estate Trust to 
Hortensia Farm LLC, 34.58 
acres of land more or less, 
Union District;

Avery D Atkins Revoca-
ble Trust to Hortensia Farm 
LLC, 86.676 acres with ex-
ceptions, Union District;

Gary L Frye and Dix-
ie Frye to Richard Hylton, 
3.761 acres, Second Creek 
District;  

Robert A Jones and the 
Avis Craft estate to Robert 
A Jones and Reda Jones, 6 
acres, Red Sulphur District;

Rosalee J Censurato to 
Remo M Censurato, two 
tracts, Springfield District;

Wesley Sammons to Clau-
dia Sammons, 7.03 acres 
more or less, Red Sulphur 
District;

Shirley C Neel and Wil-
liam L Crosier and Sandra 
S Parker to Mary K Spencer, 
one tract, Union District;

Rebecca Lynn Gill Co-
chran to Pamela Rutherford 
and Melissa Allen, 1 acre 
more or less, Springfield 
District;

Leah Lewis to David Lew-
is, 7.644 acres more or less, 

Sweet Springs District;
Gary L Adkins to Old 

Order Amish Group, 0.75 
acres more or less, Spring-
field District;

Linda R Caldwell to John 
M Snider and Brittany D 
Snider, 12.5 acres more or 
less, Red Sulphur District;

Lewis E Wertz Jr. and 
Carol Sue Wertz, Trust-
ees of the Wertz Jr. Family 
Trust to Jackie Horn and 
Andrea Horn, 0.15 acres, 
Sweet Springs District;

Stephen C Wallace and 
Debra B Wallace to Avery 
D Atkins Revocable Real 
Estate Trust, 187.12 acres 
more or less, Second Creek 
District;

Vanderbilt Mortgage and 
Finance Inc to Samuel E 
Pusey and Betty J Pusey, 
1.288 acres more or less, 
Union District;

Thomas Joel Rorrer as 
Administrator of the Vir-
ginia Ruth Rorrer estate to 
Kristin M Piotti, 3.50 acres 
more or less, Red Sulphur 
District;

Andrew G Yarid and 
Brandais Yarid to Donna M 
Lavelle, 1.36 acres more or 
less, Springfield District;

Ashley Pack and Cindi J 
Pack to James Lee Crutch-
field, two tracts, Peterstown 
Corp District;

Albert N Keese to Barbara 
A Cooke, 20.32 acres, Wolf 
Creek District;

Marcius E Dunbar to Jen-
nifer K Brown, 0.945 of an 
acre, Red Sulphur District;

Jens Campbell Chris-
tensen and Rachel Brown 
Christensen to Edward 
D Wendt and Kathleen 
K Wendt, Trustees of the 
Wendt Living Trust, 39.68 
acres, Springfield District;

Rodger Boothe and Mar-
jorie Boothe to Kerry J 
Johnson and Robin Lynn 
Johnson, 18.785 acres more 
or less with exceptions, 
Springfield District;

Donna S Akers to Misael 
Wilson, 2 acres more or 
less, Wolf Creek District;

Teaberry Farms LLC to 
Patrick H Webber and Mi-
chelle B Webber, 23.462 
acres more or less, Second 
Creek District.

Pocahontas County Courthouse Transactions
Marriages 

Brandon Anthony Poling 
to Amanda Susanne Bevins;

Mark Shawn Cordle II to 
Chelsea Brooke Knicely;

Justin Gregory Riffe to 
Tara Elizabeth Holliday Phil-
lips;

Douglas Lecron Harbaugh 
to Jill Noel Wagaman;

Woodrow Jay Conklin to 
Brittnie Marie Wilson.

Fiduciaries 
Henry Jaeger, Administra-

tor of the Debra Dawn Jae-
ger estate;

Rosemary McNabb, Ad-
ministratrix of the Sherry 
Lynn Kerns estate;

Michael Allen Smith, Ad-
ministrator of the Clemotene 
Evelyn Mullins estate;

Marilyn Charlotte Barton, 
Executrix of the Johnny Hu-
bert Barton estate;

Kathleen L Gordon, Ad-
ministratrix of the Kathleen 
H Keeler estate;

Angela Dawn Harrah, Ex-
ecutrix of the Betty Jo Rudd 

estate;
James E Baxter, Adminis-

trator of the Mary A Baxter 
estate;

Barry Scott Millican, Ad-
ministrator of the Amelia 
Jean Millican estate;

Michael C Doss, Adminis-
trator of the Charles Puffen-
barger estate;

Pamela Moore, Adminis-
tratrix of the John Franklin 
Dilley estate;

Sandra Poff, Executrix of 
the Earl Douglas Coleman 
estate;

Karen Louise Bowers, Ex-
ecutrix of the Dorothea M 
Smith estate.

Land Transfers 
W Lowrie Tucker III to Jo-

sef S Kaffl, 71.14 acres, Little 
Levels District;

Michael D Curry and Jada 
D Curry to BMKM LLC, Unit 
Number 228A, Edray Dis-
trict;

Henry A Jaeger III and 
Dean Emily Young and An-
drew Young to William N 

Benson and Sarah S Benson 
and Julian S Benson, Parcel 
I: 1 acre, Parcel II: 4 acres, 
Huntersville District;

David J Bocchino and 
Nicole S Bocchino to SRM 
Partners LLC, Unit Number 
220, Edray District;

Manish Paliwal and Ran-
ju Saroch to SRM Partners 
LLC, Unit Number 282, 
Edray District;

DP Ventures Inc to Steven 
Scot Shewey and Tara Scott 
Shewey, Lot 10, Edray Dis-
trict;

DP Ventures Inc to Doug-
las C Welsh Sr. and Whitney 
Welsh, Lot 5, Edray District;

Tiffani Blomster to Jimmie 
Harper, Unit Number 307, 
Edray District;

Extraordinary Adventures 
LLC to Fire on the MTN LLC, 
Unit Number 304A, Edray 
District;

Stando WV Properties LLC 
to Robert S Guelich and Su-
san F Guelich, Unit Number 
5102-5104, Green Bank Dis-

trict;
Amanda Gayle Sharp to 

Brian Landers, 1 acre, Hunt-
ersville District;

Hooke Bros. Timberland 
LLC to the United States 
of America, 361.37 acres, 
Green Bank District;

Currence Land LLC to 
Sarah F Daugherty, Parcel 
1: mineral rights 1160 acres, 
Parcel 2: mineral rights 156 
acres, Green Bank and Little 
Levels Districts;

William L Moyers to Wil-
liam C Moyers, Parcel 1: 
5,283 square feet, Parcel 2: 
8,900 square feet, Green 
Bank District;

Lloyd G Arbogast and 
Kathy A Arbogast to Louis 
W Fink and Kelly L Fink, 1 
acre, Little Levels District;

David L Terry to David 
Clinton Terry, Lot 9 or .22 
acre, Green Bank District;

William T Jones Jr. to 
SRM Partners LLC, Unit 
Number 217, Edray District;

William T Jones Jr. to 
SRM Partners LLC, Unit 

Number 314, Edray District;
Christie Gail Adkison to 

Michael P Lester, 2.95 acres, 
Little Levels District;

Michael P Lester to Mi-
chael P Lester and Amber 
N Lester, 2.95 acres, Little 
Levels District;

Steven W Beard and Ca-
rissa H Beard to Carissa H 
Beard, 1.07 acres, Little Lev-
els District;

Susan C Alexander and 
Bret A Alexander to Voli-
tant Mechanician LLC, Unit 
Number 417, Edray District;

Christopher Dupre to 
Ronnel S Parker and Beverly 
B Parker, Unit Number 244, 
Edray District;

Mark A Kane II and Anna 
M Kane to Mark A Kane II 
and Anna M Kane and Mar-
ka M Kane, Lot 28, Block 7, 
Durbin District;

Mark D Johnson and Beth 
N Johnson to Orestes Diaz 
and Anna E Vamos, Unit 
Number 222, Edray District;

Mountaineer Leisure 
Corporation to Carolyn D 

Brown, Trustee of the Car-
olyn D Brown Trust, Lot 21, 
Edray District;

Cheryl K Ford and Tim-
othy Lee Warwick and Re-
becca D Tuttle and Scott C 
Warwick and Trisha Carol 
Warwick to Greenbrier Get-
away LLC, Block 17 or 3,000 
square feet, Marlinton Dis-
trict;

Alice R Irvine to Adam 
Wesley Irvine, Lot 2: 9.899 
acres, Huntersville District;

John Perez-Gurri and 
Caridad Perez-Gurri to 
Christopher M Senvisky 
and Kristen Senvisky, Unit 
Number 6, Edray District;

DP Ventures Inc to Kevin 
Wooten and Leann Wooten, 
Lot 17, Edray District;

Douglas A Cornelius Sr. 
and Frances P Cornelius to 
D Allen Cornelius Jr., Unit 
Number 19, Edray District;

Samuel T Grant and Julia 
A Grant to Excessive Carv-
ing LLC, Unit Number 54, 
Edray District.

BY BOBBY BORDELON

Larry Ayers Found Guilty of Felony Escape
The long list of indict-

ments against Larry Ayers 
was dismissed after he ac-
cepted a guilty plea to felony 
escape on Monday, Oct. 4.

Ayers was indicted in 
April on a list of charges, 
including burglary, grand 
larceny, fleeing from an of-
ficer while driving under 
the influence of a controlled 
substance, reckless fleeing 
from an officer, destruction 
of property, attempt to dis-
arm an officer, obstructing 
an officer, battery on a law 
enforcement officer.

However, the plea itself is 
a felony criminal informa-
tion, charging Ayers with es-
cape, and was filed without 
being considered by a grand 

jury.
“The named victim of the 

burglary and grand larce-
ny over time has, as is my 
understanding, … does not 
have much of a desire to 
have Mr. Ayers be prosecut-
ed at all, to be honest with 
you,” explained Greenbrier 
County Prosecutor Patrick 
Via said. “It is because of 
that that we moved this off 
of a victim crime to a vic-
timless crime, largely due to 
that.”

Instead of witnesses and 
victims, the felony escape 
information comes from a 
corporal at the Greenbrier 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment who Via stated “pre-
sented the case to the grand 
jury and I have relied on 
him to speak on behalf of 

the Sheriff’s Department.”
“On the 29 of January 

2021, Mr. Ayers was in the 
custody of the … Sheriff’s 
Department for an alleged 
felony offense at that time. 
While in custody … Mr. 
Ayers attempted to escape. 
He did so by trying to re-
move himself physically 
from the custody of [the cor-
poral].”

Ayers could have required 
the felony escape charge to 
be brought before a grand 
jury before moving for-
ward, as felonies can only 
be charged through indict-
ment and not from infor-
mation filed with the court, 
but agreed to move forward 
with the plea.

“I’m pleading guilty to the 
felony of escape,” said Ayers. 

“It is my first felony, that’s 
why I’m pleading guilty to 
it. It comes with a maximum 
of five years. … [The remain-
ing charges] are going to be 
dropped. [For restitution], I 
will pay whatever the court 
agrees to. … I’ve actually 
stopped and paid the seven 
dollars two times after that, 
which is besides the point, 
but I’d like to get it taken 
care of.”

Ayers also declined to dis-
pute Via’s version of events 
and did not offer an alterna-
tive narrative.

After the hearing, Defense 
Attorney Michael Whitt also 
indicated to the West Vir-
ginia Daily News that the 
plea deal emerging from 
the information was bet-
ter for Ayers than any deal 

that could have arisen from 
his initial set of charges 
or indictments. Whitt also 
noted that the public is not 
always privy to the stakes 
of talks between the prose-
cution and defense during 
plea agreement bargaining. 
During the hearing, Whitt 
also specified that he had no 
meritorious defense for the 
escape and that taking the 
deal was in his best interest.

Once the guilty plea was 
entered, Via moved to dis-
miss the list of April indict-
ments arising from his Jan-
uary arrest.

According to the criminal 
complaint, shortly after 9 
a.m. on the morning of Jan. 
29, officers were dispatched 
to investigate a reported 
hit-and-run incident that 

occurred on Route 60 in the 
area of Charmco. Witness-
es alleged that the driver 
of a red Ford F-150 pickup 
truck, later identified by po-
lice as Larry Sherman Ayers, 
had been driving erratical-
ly, stopping unexpectedly, 
forcing other vehicles off the 
roadway and had struck an-
other vehicle.

Officers observed Ayers 
driving said vehicle on 
Route 60 in Charmco, and 
attempted to perform a traf-
fic stop. Ayers pulled into 
the parking lot of an aban-
doned church in Hines. The 
complaint states that the 
lead officer pulled his vehi-
cle in front of Ayers in an at-
tempt to prevent him from 

GUILTY PLEA   6
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CRIME

Chapel Seating For 400 Comfortably
Well Lit Parking Lot With 125 Spaces

- 12 Reserved For Those With Exceptionalities
Wheelchair Accessible • Modern Technology

www.morganfh.net • FB - @morganfhwv

James “Richie” Holiday II, CFSP
Owner/Licensee in Charge

The West Virginia Daily News Weather

Lewisburg's Seven Day Forecast

Today
Scattered 
T-storms

74 / 59

Thursday

Few Showers

68 / 58

Friday

Few Showers

70 / 56

Saturday
Scattered 
T-storms

69 / 55

Sunday

Mostly Cloudy

71 / 52

Monday

Mostly Cloudy

73 / 55

Tuesday

Sunny

77 / 57

Greenbrier River

Location
Latest
Level

Durbin 1.07

Buckeye 2.29

Alderson 2.46

Hilldale 1.05

Weather Trivia

What are fluffy, low, cauliflower 

clouds called? ?

Answer: Cumulus clouds.

Weather History

Oct. 6, 1985 - A tropical wave, 

later to become Tropical Storm 

Isabel, struck Puerto Rico. As 

much as 24 inches of rain fell in 24 

hours. Severe flooding and 

numerous landslides resulting from 

the rain claimed the lives of about 

180 people.

In-Depth Forecast
Today we will see mostly cloudy skies with a 

45% chance of showers and thunderstorms, 

high temperature of 74°, humidity of 81%. 

East wind 2 to 6 mph. The record high 

temperature for today is 90° set in 1941. 

Expect mostly cloudy skies tonight with a 

50% chance of showers and thunderstorms, 

overnight low of 59°. East wind 2 to 6 mph. 

The record low for tonight is 25° set in 1988.

Area Ski Reports

West Virginia Depth New Conditions

Winterplace Closed for the season

Snowshoe Mtn. Closed for the season

Canaan Valley Closed for the season

Timberline 16"-60" 0" Groomed

Sun/Moon Chart This Week

          

0 - 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11+  

0-2: Low, 3-5: Moderate,

6-7: High, 8-10: Very High,

11+: Extreme Exposure

The higher the UV 

index, the higher 

the need for eye and 

skin protection.

Local Almanac
Tuesday's Temps & Precipitation

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .High Temperature 73

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Low Temperature 57

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal High 68

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal Low 42

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Record High 90 in 1941

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Record Low 24 in 1901

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Precpitation 0.01"

Sun & Moon

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunrise today 7:21 a.m.

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunset tonight 6:56 p.m.

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Moonrise today 7:22 a.m.

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Moonset today 7:24 p.m.

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunrise tomorrow 7:22 a.m.

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunset tomorrow 6:55 p.m.

Moon Phases

New

10/6

First

10/12

Full

10/20

Last

10/28

once again driving away, 
but Ayers drove his vehicle 
into the officer’s Dodge Du-
rango.

The officer then exited 
his vehicle and ordered 
Ayers to do the same. Ayers 
allegedly refused to com-
ply, which resulted in the 
officer deploying pepper 
spray on Ayers. Ayers then 
allegedly exited his vehicle 
on the passenger side and 
attempted to flee on foot. 
Both officers pursued Ayers 
west off of Route 60 while 
issuing repeated commands 
for him to stop running.

Ayers refusal to comply 
resulted in both officers 
deploying their tasers in 
an effort to subdue him. 
However, Ayers continued 
resisting, which resulted 
in a physical altercation 
with both officers. The 

complaint states that the 
officers successfully man-
aged to take Ayers to the 
ground, despite his attempt 
to remove the lead officer’s 
firearm. Officers restrained 
Ayers through the use of 
handcuffs and leg shackles 
before carrying him back 
across Route 60 and placing 
him into an ambulance that 
had arrived on the scene.

Ayers was then taken to 
the Greenbrier Valley Med-
ical Center for treatment 
and observation, where 
blood tests confirmed that 
he was under the influence 
of methamphetamine.

The court next considered 
sentencing, with Greenbrier 
County Circuit Court Judge 
Jennifer Dent noting the 
plea deal has a “sentenc-
ing recommendation. Both 
parties are recommending 

that you be sentenced to 
the maximum period of in-
carceration. That would be 
a determinate, five-year pe-
riod.”

Although some discus-
sion around immediately 
going into sentencing was 
had due to the joint recom-
mendation, instead it was 
delayed several months 
in order for the probation 
department to complete a 
pre-sentencing report. Even 
with both the defense and 
prosecution recommending 
five years, Dent makes the 
final decision on sentenc-
ing, and Ayers agreed to 
wait, giving her more infor-
mation to work with.

Ayers was booked into 
Southern Regional Jail on 
Jan. 29, where he remains 
incarcerated.

Guilty Plea             Continued From Page 5

BY BOBBY BORDELON

Mentz Sentenced For Reckless
Fleeing, Buprenorphine Delivery

Charles Mentz was sen-
tenced to two to 10 years in 
the Greenbrier County Cir-
cuit Court. After serving the 
remainder of the sentence, 
Mentz then faces more 
charges in Virginia.

Mentz was recently found 
guilty of two felony offenses, 
each rising from a different 
situation. According to two 
separate indictments, this 
includes delivery of a con-
trolled substance, buprenor-
phine, in February 2019, and 
reckless fleeing from an offi-
cer in October 2020 where 
Mentz fled “while traveling 
on highways and roadways 
… at high rates of speed, er-
ratically, recklessly, … show-
ing a reckless indifference to 
the safety of others.”

In arguing that the sen-
tences for each of the offens-
es should run at the same 
time, Defense Attorney Mi-
chael Whitt noted that once 
he was done serving time 
in West Virginia, he would 
then face more charges in 
another state.

“What I’m sure the court 
is now struggling with is 
whether to sentence him 
currently or consecutively,” 
said Whitt. “… What Mr. 
Mentz will have to do when 
he completes his sentence in 
West Virginia to deal with 
an extradition to Virginia. I 
think it would be in every-
one’s best interest to sen-
tence to concurrent prison 
sentences, permit him the 
opportunity to obtain what-
ever treatment is available, 
approach the parole board 
here with the understand-
ing that regardless to what 
he does in West Virginia, he 
will then need to go to Vir-
ginia to deal with the out-
standing felonies and [habe-
as corpus].”

Greenbrier County Prose-
cuting Attorney Patrick Via 
disagreed.

“I think the stronger ar-
gument however is that the 
two felonies for which Mr. 
Mentz is convicted are not 
related,” said Via. “We don’t 
have your typical burglary 
and larceny that goes with 
this type of [case], we have 
reckless fleeing from an of-
ficer but then we also have 
a straight up controlled 
substance delivery. These 
are separate acts, separate 
transactions, and therefore 
merit separate sentencing.”

In Virginia, a fugitive from 
justice warrant was issued 
for Mentz after he allegedly 
stole “a motor vehicle valued 
at $500 or more,” “inten-
tionally” destroyed, defaced, 
or damaged the vehicle, and 
trespassed on February 16, 
2020.

Via also highlighted that 
should the offenses run at 
the same time, Mentz would 
nearly be eligible for parole, 
having already served 308 
days noted in the presen-
tencing report, as well as 
more days after the report 
was finalized.

“At this point, he’s going 
to be parole eligible almost 
immediately if the sentences 
were to run concurrently,” 
Via said. “I don’t think the 
ends of justice are met if we 
have two separate, transac-
tional felonies, both serious, 
and one of them is mitigated 
away with a concurrent sen-
tence when there has been 
no showing of the defense 
for that mitigation. Virgin-
ia can have him when we’re 
done - I would strongly en-
courage the court to order 
consecutive sentences.

“‘Mitigated away by con-
current sentences?’” Whitt 
echoed in pushing back on 
Via’s argument. “He did all 
those days in jail. Mr. Via 
always takes the position 
that we start over again and 
take the sentence from now 
forward. … He did almost a 
year in jail, judge, that’s not 

time he was at a country club 
somewhere.”

Before issuing a sentence, 
Dent also examined Mentz’s 
history.

“Your criminal history 
includes domestic battery, 
unlawful taking of a vehicle, 
[three] prior grand larce-
nies, a failure to appear that 
appears to be an outstand-
ing warrant in Gallia Coun-
ty, OH, as well as a fugitive 
warrant. … Your substance 
abuse history is marijuana 
by 14, opiates and marijua-
na by 17, heroin at 17.In the 
report, you indicate that you 
pretty much use everything. 
You’ve had a near fatal over-
dose. In June 2020, you 
went into the Legends pro-
gram and then you were giv-
en the opportunity to move 
to the God’s Way Home for a 
long term recovery program. 
You subsequently abscond-
ed [from] supervision.”

After arguments were 
heard for the consecutive or 
concurrent sentences, Dent 
made her decision.

“I find each of these to put 
the public at risk, selling 
drugs and fleeing from an 
officer involve public safe-
ty issues,” Dent said. “Your 
previous criminal history as 
well as the fact that you re-
cently absconded from su-
pervision, I think it’s quite 
obvious you are not a can-
didate for any alternative 
sentence. … For the felony 
offense of delivery of a con-
trolled substance, I’m going 
to sentence you to the De-
partment of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation for a period of 
not less than one year or five 
years. For the felony offense 
of reckless fleeing from an 
officer, I’m going to sentence 
you … to a period of not less 
than one year, no more than 
five years. I’m going to run 
those sentences consecu-
tively for a two to ten [year 
sentence]. You will be given 
credit for what is now 326 

days. … There’s been 18 days 
since he was picked up.”

Sentencing was not the 
only thing considered during 
the Monday hearing.

“I was contacted this 
morning by some people 
who are working with Mr. 
Mentz at the God’s Way 
Home, which is a sober liv-
ing facility he was involved 
in a couple of months ago,” 
Whitt explained. “They 
made an application for 
him to attend the long term 
treatment program in Park-
ersburg called Clean, Clear 
Advantage Recovery. He’s 
been accepted into that pro-
gram and he’s asked me to 
ask your honor for permis-
sion to attend another drug 
treatment program.

“We’ve been down this 
road before with Mr. Men-
tz, as recently as August 16, 
he absconded from home 
confinement, cut his brace-
let,” Via said, pushing back 
against the possibility. “At 
2:55 a.m. had to be secured 
by way of a warrant. That 
was a result of his failure to 
appear for sentencing previ-
ously as well. We’ve traveled 
this road with Mr. Mentz to 
no avail and, given his ab-
sconding from home con-
finement just six weeks or 
so ago, then the state would 
strongly oppose any consid-
eration for any treatment 
outside of the Division of 
Corrections.”

Whitt highlighted one way 
this version of the story was 
off in detail, but correct in 
general.

“He left the God’s Way 
Home under circumstances 
that are unclear to me and 
maybe even unclear to the 
state,” Whitt said. “He was 
on home incarceration for a 
period of time, living with a 
friend, and the allegation is 
he absconded from there.”

Dent also denied entry to 
the program.

Lewisburg Man 
Charged

With Violating
Protective Order

Vesper Ray Lewis

A Greenbrier County 
man is in jail once again af-
ter allegedly attempting to 
break into a residence on 
September 13. Vesper Ray 
Lewis, III, 44, of Lewisburg 
has been charged with one 
count of violating a protec-
tive order, destruction of 
property, attempted bur-
glary and domestic battery. 

On the date in question, 
officers from the Greenbri-
er County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment were dispatched to 
a Lewisburg residence in 
response to reports of an 
attempted break-in. Upon 
their arrival, officers spoke 
with the occupant of the 
residence, who advised that 
Vesper Ray Lewis, III was 
the individual attempting 
to break into her home. 

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, “Lewis took 
a pipe and beat against her 
door breaking a lock and 

the hinges. We (officers) 
then observed marks on the 
door consistent with (the 
victim’s) statement.”

The victim further ad-
vised officers that a Domes-
tic Violence Protective Or-
der was currently in place 
against Lewis, a fact which 
was verified by the Green-
brier County 911 Center. 
The Protective Order was 
put in place as a result of 
Lewis’ December 2020 
plea of “no-contest” to the 
charges of domestic battery 
and destruction of proper-
ty.

In a written statement 
to officers, the victim addi-
tionally alleged that “Lewis 
stated he was going to kill 
(the victim) upon his entry” 
into her residence. 

Vesper Ray Lewis, III 
is currently being held at 
Southern Regional Jail 
on a surety/cash bond of 
$6,000.

BY MATTHEW YOUNG 

By TERRY TANG and MICHELLE A. 
MONROE Associated Press

DEA Agent, Gunman Killed In Amtrak Train Shooting

A Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration special agent 
was killed Monday when a 
passenger, who also died, 
opened fire as officers were 
doing a routine inspection 
for illegal contraband on 
an Amtrak train in Tucson, 
Arizona, authorities said. A 
second agent and a Tucson 
police officer were wounded. 

“It’s very horrific and 
we’re all just coming to 
terms with just how terrible 
a loss this is,” Tucson Police 
Chief Chris Magnus said. 
“But I also want to reflect 
on the really heroic actions 
of the officers at the scene. 
They literally ran towards 
the danger, into the car, 
where there was an active 
shooting situation going 
on.”

Magnus spoke outside the 
hospital where the agent 
and Tucson officer had been 
taken. The agent was listed 
in critical condition while 
the officer was in stable con-
dition. He said authorities 

would not be releasing their 
names.

The shooting, which sent 
passengers fleeing, hap-
pened just after 8 a.m. on a 
train stopped at the station 
in the city’s downtown. A 
regional task force of DEA 
agents and Tucson police 
officers had boarded one of 
the cars to do a typical check 
for illegal money, weapons 
and drugs. It’s a common 
occurrence at all transit 
hubs, Magnus said. 

Officers were in the mid-
dle of detaining a man on 
the upper level of the dou-
ble-decker car when a sec-
ond man pulled out a hand-
gun and began firing. He 
exchanged several rounds 
with police and then barri-
caded himself in a bathroom 
on the lower level, Magnus 
said. 

He was later found dead 
inside.

The other suspect has 
been arrested. It wasn’t 
immediately known what 
charges he faces or his rela-
tionship to the second man. 

Magnus praised Tucson 

police officers for getting 
the injured DEA agent off 
the train and rushing him to 
the hospital in the back of a 
patrol car. The hospitalized 
Tucson officer had been on 
the platform when he heard 
the shooting. He was shot 
when he ran into the car to 
help. 

There were about a doz-
en other passengers in the 
car where the shooting oc-
curred.

“I just think it’s kind of in-
credible here there weren’t 
other people who were hurt, 
even though we’re com-
pletely so saddened by the 
loss of the officer,” Magnus 
said. 

Amtrak spokesman Ja-
son Abrams also confirmed 
there were no reported inju-
ries to the crew or passen-
gers.

The Sunset Limited, Train 
2, was traveling from Los 
Angeles to New Orleans, 
and arrived at the Tucson 
station at 7:40 am, Abrams 
said. There were 137 pas-
sengers and 11 crew mem-
bers, he said. All have been 

evacuated to the station. 
Evan Courtney was in a 

lounge car when people sud-
denly came running in yell-
ing: “Shots fired!” 

“I grabbed my backpack 
and ran,” Courtney told The 
Associated Press via Twitter 
direct messaging.

He said he huddled with 
other passengers while 
looking out the window. He 
saw several tactical police 
officers with assault rifles 
behind barricades. After 15 
minutes, “police ran to us 
and told us to get out of the 
car and run in the opposite 
direction.”

Courtney later tweeted a 
photo of nearly two dozen 
officers including two em-
bracing.

Dramatic video taken by 

a camera at the Southern 
Arizona Transportation 
Museum shows some of the 
shooting. 

Multiple shots can be 
heard from inside a train 
before a man, who appears 
to be a security officer with 
a dog, boards in the mid-
dle of the second-to-last 
car through an open door. 
Two bystanders back away 
and then run past a baggage 
cart, joining four others as 
they usher each other into 
the last car and the door 
slides shut, the video shows.

One shot is heard and the 
security officer, holding a 
gun, backs off the train with 
the dog still on the leash. He 
runs behind a structure on 
the train platform as a man 
appears at the passenger 

car door, fires three shots 
toward the fleeing man and 
dog, and disappears back 
inside. 

The camera belongs to 
Virtual Railfan, which oper-
ates more than 50 cameras 
livestreaming train oper-
ations around the country 
for train buffs. Kathy Ab-
bott, operations manager, 
said both Tucson police and 
Amtrak police have asked 
for any footage to be made 
available. 

Virtual Railfan’s cameras 
do capture crime but “may-
be not this dramatic,” Ab-
bott said. “This was definite-
ly an adrenaline rush.”

Tucson, home to the Uni-
versity of Arizona, is about 
110 miles (180 kilometers) 
south of Phoenix.
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Alderson Manor
A    P    A    R    T    M    E    N    T    S

Independent, service enriched living community for the elderly and disabled.
100 Alderson Manor Road – Alderson, WV 24910

304.445.7473
One and two bedroom and handicap accessible 

apartment homes. Rent is based on income to qualified 
applicants. Fully equipped kitchens. Heat pump and air 

conditioning. Water, sewer, and trash included.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

At 101 Davis Street, Alderson, WV 24910
Douglas A Lantz - LIC

304-445-2800 www.lantzfuneralhome.com
Mailing Address: 16792 Seneca Trail, Buckeye, WV 24924

Lantz Funeral Home and

Cremation ServiCeS

“Our Family Serving Your Family”

The Inn is next to the Greenbrier River, 
which is a great place to fish and kayak. The Inn is 
surrounded by the beautiful Appalachian Mountains, 
great mountain biking spots, and quaint shops.
304-281-2507 | www.oldvictorianinn.com

Bed & Breakfast - Hotel

Tahoe Club Schedules
Antique Tractor Ride

The Tahoe Tractor Club 
has announced its annual 
Antique Tractor Ride for 
Saturday, October 2, in the 
Alderson area.  Organizer 
Joe Clay said, “People are 
welcome to join the ride 
but it is BYOT!  (Bring Your 
Own Tractor)”

The ride will begin at J&M 
Farm on Hamilton Ridge 
Road near Alderson with the 
line up starting at 10:00 am 
and the tractors expected to 
begin moving around 10:30 
am.  The ride will proceed 
on Hamilton Ridge Road to 
Blue Sulphur Road and then 
to Rt. 12 in Alderson.  They 
will cross the Alderson Me-

morial Bridge to the Monroe 
County side of Alderson and 
drive down Railroad Avenue 
then across the new bridge 
to Maple Avenue.  They 
will follow Maple Avenue 
to North Monroe Street and 
then to Hemlock Avenue 
before returning to the Blue 
Sulphur Road and Hamilton 
Ridge for a return to J&M 
Farm.  

It should be a beautiful 
fall day to enjoy the color 
beginning on the trees, fall 
flowers, and the company 
of family and friends.  For 
those coming to Alderson to 
watch the antique tractors 
pass by, the Fruits of Labor 

Café is on the planned route 
and will be open from 11-3 
for its first Saturday hours.  

One of the tractors that 
may be in the ride is a 1948 
Oliver 88 which began its 
working life in Alderson 
when it was delivered, brand 
new, by the railroad to the 
Woodson-Mohler-Prince 
building on the Monroe 
County side of Alderson.  It 
was purchased by John Clay 
and used for custom farm-
ing.   Today, it is owned by 
his nephew, Joe Clay.  “Ol-
lie” is approaching 75 years 
old, and still capable of farm 
work.  It is not likely to be 
the oldest tractor in the ride!

Joe Clay is driving “Ollie” a 1948 Standard 88 model tractor.

Alderson Police
Issues August

Activity Report

Antique tractors can be a family affair.  Billy Joe Thomas and 
his mother, Betty Thomas, and father, Roger Thomas, discuss 
the fine points of driving this tractor.

Tractors ride on Blue Sulphur Road in the 2020 event.

The following activities 
have been reported by the 
Town of Alderson Police 
Department for the month 
of August, 2021:

• Written warnings is-
sued: 20

• Citations issued: 11
• Arrests made: 8
Misdemeanor charges: 10
Felony charges: 0
Total charges from ar-

rests: 10
DUI arrests: 1
Drug arrests: 1
• Calls for service/investi-

gation: 99
• MVA (motor vehicle ac-

cident): 2
• Court/DMV/Prelimi-

nary: 19
• Total man hours: 638
• Total miles traveled: 

4,226

Alderson Has Some Of The Best In West Virginia
The “wv living” magazine 

showcases what Alderson 
has to offer in the Best of 
West Virginia 2021.

Alderson’s Store tops the 
Antique/Vintage Store list. 
Alderson’s Store was es-
tablished as J.M. Alderson 
General Merchandise in 
1887, making it the oldest 
store in West Virginia. Al-
derson’s offers an eclectic 
mix of antiques and col-
lectibles, including one-of-
a-kind vintage home decor 
like pendulum clocks, sew-
ing machine bookends, and 
washboard shelves. If you 
can’t find what you’re look-
ing for in this treasure hunt 
of a store, the third-genera-
tion owners will go in search 
of it, special ordering Alder-
son- and West Virginia-re-
lated items and more.

The shop was also deemed 
as runner-up in the Inde-
pendent Bookstore catego-
ry.

Sunset Berry Farm & Pro-
duce, specializing in sweet 
corn, watermelon and the 
sweetest berry patch in the 
state, won the magazine’s 
Fresh Pickin’s honor.

Cedar Dawn Farm rais-
es meat goats, sheep and 
grass-fed beef. The farm is 
listed under the heading 
What Meat Shortage?

Fruits of Labor, now lo-
cated in Alderson, is named 
under the Harvesting Hope 
category.

Seven years after start-
ing her side project, Fruits 
of Labor, Tammy Johnson 
had a choice: either stick 
with her day job as a USDA 
agricultural researcher or 

lean full-time into her bur-
geoning business. Johnson 
took the leap and decided to 
invest fully in the side hus-
tle. Eleven years later and 
with no signs of the business 
slowing down, it’s clear the 
decision was the right one. 
The Fruits of Labor farm 
spreads over 218 acres in 

the picturesque hills of Daw-
son. Initially just a farm, the 
company began growing to 
incorporate wedding cater-
ing, cake decorating, and 
floral design.

Alderson is also spot-
lighted in Turn This Town 
Around.

Read more about Alder-

son and other Greenbrier 
Valley locations highlight-
ed in Best of West Virginia 

2021 at wvliving.com/best-
of-west-virginia-2021.



8  Wednesday, October 6, 2021

Subscribe to the WVDN for just $108/year, $54/6 months or $27 for 3 months. Call 304-645-1206 or visit wvdn.com to have the WVDN delivered to your door. 

REGIONAL NEWS

FootCountry.com
(304) 520-3086

232 Lee Street, Bldg D, 
Lewisburg, WV

UGLY TOENAILS GONE!

Chris Majewski, DPM
A passionate soccer play-

er, Dr. Majewski achieved 
national recognition as the 
youngest member of the US 
Olympic soccer team and 
earned a full soccer scholar-
ship to The George Washing-
ton University where he grad-
uated with honors. 

Dr. Majewski completed an 
Advanced Surgical Residen-
cy Program at the University 
of Pennsylvania and is Board 
Certified in Foot Surgery by 
the American College of Foot 
and Ankle Surgeons. Author 
of several foot-related books, 
Dr. Majewski maintains the 
highest qualifications avail-
able and is well known for his 
excellent bedside manner with 
younger kids and older adults 
as well.

5 Board 
Certifications!

Foot Pain | Heel & Arch
Diabetes 

Trauma | Surgery

6 “NO CONTACT”
LASER TREATMENTS

FOR ONLY

Orthotic Special
FOR ONLY

VALUED AT $1,798!
OVER 83% SAVINGS!
Limited time offer, ends 11/1/21. 

Consultation and appointment 
required. Additional fees may apply.

VALUED AT $499!
OVER 60% SAVINGS!
Limited time offer, ends 11/1/21. 

Consultation and appointment 
required. Additional fees may apply.

$299!

$199!

Fall SpecialS!

Medicare & 
Most Insurances 

Accepted

@greenbriervalleyfitness • www.greenbriervalleyfitness.com

NOW HIRING
Call 304-645-4000 

for more information.
Greenbrier Valley Fitness 

(SOUTH)
3942 Davis Stuart Rd. Suite 4

(Right across from 
Greenbrier Valley Medical Center)

Ronceverte, WV 
681-318-3341

Hours: Monday-Friday 5am-9pm
Saturday 8am-1pm • Closed Sunday

Greenbrier Valley Fitness 
(NORTH)

213 Coleman Drive
(Behind Ruby Tuesday’s)

Lewisburg, WV
304-645-4000

Hours: Monday-Friday 6am-8pm
Closed Saturday & Sunday 

24hr Sat/Sun For Those With Memberships

The Town of Rainelle 
is accepting resumés for 

Part-time Clerk
Qualified individuals should have knowl-

edge or experience in accounting, Payroll, 
and Quick Books. B.S. in accounting or 
business with a minimum of 3 years experi-
ence required. 

Resumés can be emailed to 
mayorrobinwilliams@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED

BY AUTUMN SHELTON

Beckley Officials Ready To Pay Extra For Building Demolition
The price to take down 

the former Prince Medical 
Lab building at 227 Prince 
Street has gone up, but 
Beckley officials are ready 
to pay the cost due to the 
imminent threat of col-
lapse. 

During a special Beckley 

Common Council workshop 
on Monday, Oct. 4, Mayor 
Rob Rappold announced 
that the demolition bid by 
Princeton-based Empire 
Salvage and Recycling went 
from $62,000 in March 
to the current estimate of 
$149,800. 

The reason for the price 
increase is the result of the 

recent rapid deterioration 
of the building, according 
to Rappold. Demolition 
workers must now take ex-
tra safety precautions, in-
cluding removing a lot of 
the bricks by hand and pay 
for the added rise in fuel 
costs. 

“There has been consid-
erable movement in that 

building from the time that 
he authorized the original 
quote of $62,000,” Rap-
pold said, quoting the own-
er of Empire Salvage.

“I’m thinking that very 
simply this is not a situ-
ation that is getting any 
better hour by hour,” Rap-
pold continued. He recom-
mended that the council act 

quickly and go ahead and 
consider the approval of 
the new estimate by Empire 
Salvage.

The city had received an 
additional bid for demoli-
tion in March by Reclaim 
LLC for $172,800, but due 
to the emergency situation, 
City Attorney William File 
stated that officials may 

move forward with the low-
er bid from Empire Salvage. 

File also stated that the 
city had to apply for a dem-
olition permit from the 
state, which takes 10 days. 

Council will make a for-
mal decision on demolition 
during the Tuesday, Oct. 12, 
regular meeting.

BY AUTUMN SHELTON

RC Commissioners Discuss Property Safety Issues
Raleigh County Trick-or-

Treat times have been an-
nounced. 

Raleigh County Commis-
sioners stated during their 
regular meeting on Tues-
day, Oct. 5, that Halloween 
Trick-or-Treat hours will be 
observed on Saturday, Oct. 
30, from 5-7 p.m. 

In other county business, 
Detlef Ulfers, representing 
the Raleigh County Property 
Safety Agency Board, dis-
cussed the following proper-
ty safety hearings:

- AB559 - Gary Wiseman 
(160 Shrewsberry Lane, 

Daniels). The house has 
been unoccupied for over 
10 years. It has “all kinds 
of problems,” Ulfers stated. 
An order was made for the 
owner to demolish or repair 
the house to habitable con-
ditions within 60 days.

- AB602 - Joe Tate & Betty 
Williams (4953 Lester Hwy, 
Hotchkiss). An order was 
made for the owner to de-
molish, remove vehicles and 
cut down vegetation within 
30 days. 

- AB622 - Ethel Workman 
c/o Robert Workman (1006 
Upper Rock Creek Rd). This 
facility has burned and has 
become an eyesore and 

safety hazard, according to 
Ulfers. The owner has been 
ordered to demolish and cut 
overgrown vegetation with-
in 60 days. 

- AB625 - Edward Rich-
mond EtAl (154 Union Hall 
Rd. Stanford). The owner 
has been in contact with 
Ulfers and asked for extra 
time to fix the roof on the 
structure and prepare for 
rental. The owner has been 
ordered to get the structure 
in habitable condition or de-
molish within 90 days.

- AB631 - Robert Ratliff 
(6404 Tams Hwy. Amigo). 
The owner was given 60 
days to demolish and re-

move debris. 
- AB641(a) - Gleada 

Thompson EtAl (357 & 359 
Bailey Ave. Beckley) The 
owner has been ordered to 
clean waste and unsanitary 
conditions on the property 
in two weeks, or the coun-
ty will clean the trash and 
place a lien on the property. 

- AB641(b) - Mark 
Thompson (361 Bailey Ave, 
Beckley). The owner was 
given two weeks to remove 
trash from the property, or 
the county will remove the 
trash and place a lien on the 
property.

According to Ulfers, all 
the owners have been given 

notice. 
Additionally, commis-

sioners approved the follow-
ing new employees for coun-
ty positions:

- Micah Neff, appraiser, 
Assessor’s Office

- Emma Bowyer, full time 
records clerk, Raleigh Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department

- Debbie Trump, part time 
records clerk, Raleigh Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department

- Inetha Brown, full time 
janitor, Raleigh County 
Commission

Also, Gary Taylor was re-
appointed to his position as 
County Fire Chief for Ra-
leigh County Property Safe-

ty Agency Board for a two-
year term. The term ends on 
Oct. 5, 2023. 

Commissioners ap-
proved a consideration in 
the amount of $250,000 
in funding for the Eccles/
Harper Sewer Project from 
the Crab Orchard MacAr-
thur Public Service District 
and approved a consid-
eration in the amount of 
$3,500 for broadband in-
ternet study to determine 
unserved and underserved 
areas of Raleigh County. 

The next meeting of the 
Raleigh County Commis-
sion is scheduled for Tues-
day, Oct. 19, at 10 a.m.

BY AUTUMN SHELTON 

Dispute Over Cigarettes Leads To Shooting Death Of Raleigh Man
A dispute between neigh-

bors over cigarettes led to 
the shooting death of a Ra-
leigh County man. 

According to a criminal 
complaint filed in Raleigh 
County, Raleigh County 
Sheriff’s Deputies respond-
ed to a shots fired call on 
Monday, Oct. 4, at 353 Bur-
meister Avenue in the town 
of Raleigh. 

When officers arrived on 
scene, they assisted EMS 
personnel with loading the 
shooting victim, Herbert 
Jeffrey Howerton Jr. into an 
ambulance. Howerton had 
been shot in the side. 

As he was being loaded 

into the ambulance, How-
erton was able to tell first 
responders that he had been 
shot by Joey Meadows, the 
complaint states. Meadows 
was later identified at Joey 
DeWayne Meadows, 56. 

At 4:51 p.m. on the same 
day, Howerton passed away 
as a result of his injuries, ac-
cording to the complaint. 

During the investigation, 
officers interviewed Mead-
ows’ girlfriend, Tabitha 
Templeton, who stated that 
she had stayed the night at 
353 Burmeister Avenue the 
night before the shooting. 
She allegedly told officers 
that she had been in a fight 
with Howerton Sr. and that 
he had slapped her. 

Joey DeWayne MeadowsNo Fall Clean Up
Planned For Hinton

The city of Hinton has 
announced via the official 
Facebook page that they will 
not be doing a fall clean-up 
event. Citizens that have 
large items that need to be 
hauled away will need to 
contact Southern Sanita-
tion.

Southern Sanitation takes 
a certain number of large 
items per year for each cus-
tomer for free. However, the 
customer must first contact 
them to let them know there 
is a large item to be picked 
up. To make these arrange-
ments, call 304-466-5121.

BY REBECCA STALNAKER

The complaint continues 
that she went next door 
and told Meadows about 
the altercation, and he left 
the house. A short time 
later, Templeton said that 

she heard two gunshots, 
ran outside and witnessed 
Howerton Jr. run from the 
residence saying he was 
shot. 

In an interview with 

Howerton Sr., conducted 
by Raleigh County Sheriff’s 
Deputies, he allegedly told 
officers that he had fought 
with Templeton over ciga-
rettes.  

Meadows later admitted 
to officers that he took the 
gun out of his pants while 
at the residence, but stated 
that it “went off” acciden-
tally, the complaint alleges. 

Meadows was unable to an-
swer if the gun fired once 
or twice. Officers were able 
to recover the gun and two 
empty shell casings. 

Meadows is currently at 
Southern Regional Jail on 
one felony count of mur-
der and one felony count of 
wanton endangerment in-
volving a firearm. No bond 
has been set.
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Area Car Dealers Donate $300,000 To CASA, WVU

The Ball Toyota Family 
of Dealerships including 
Ball Toyota Charleston, 
L&S Toyota of Beckley and 
Advantage Toyota of Bar-
boursville will announce 
a partnership with WV 
CASA and United Ways of 
West Virginia to donate 
over $250,000 to provide 
needed support for chil-
dren being assisted through 
the court system by CASA 
volunteers. The Ball family 
also welcomes West Virgin-

ia University President Dr. 
Gordon Gee to the dealer-
ship to present an annual 
gift of $50,000 to West Vir-
ginia University Institute of 
Technology. 

Shawn Ball, President of 
Ball Toyota feels that chil-
dren have never been more 
vulnerable than they are 
during this time of pan-
demic. “We have all seen a 
rise in the number of cas-
es of child abuse and ne-
glect across the state. My 

brother and partner David 
Ball and I wanted to find a 
way to bring some relief to 
kids. Growing up in Boone 
County we saw our share of 
families in crisis. Raising 
awareness, shining a light 
on poverty is the goal. We 
all need to work toward a 
solution and protect our 
children.” WV CASA was 
identified as an outlet to 
network with child welfare 
professionals, circuit courts 
and United Ways of WV 

and best reach children in 
emergency situations. The 
funds will serve all 55 coun-
ties statewide.

West Virginia CASA Asso-
ciation, Inc (WV CASA) is a 
501(c)3 nonprofit organiza-
tion providing support and 
collaboration among ten 
(10) local CASA programs 
across the state. WV CASA 
is a member organization of 
National CASA/GAL Asso-
ciation for Children. Their 
mission is to develop, sup-

port, and strengthen CASA 
programs throughout West 
Virginia to assure quali-
ty volunteer advocacy for 
abused or neglected chil-
dren in the state’s court 
system. WV CASA aims to 
establish successful CASA 
programs in all 55 counties 
of West Virginia. The dona-
tion helps achieve CASA’s 
goal of providing quality, 
trained volunteers advocat-
ing for the best interests of 
every child in West Virginia 

who has experienced abuse 
or neglect.

The announcement 
Thursday will feature lead-
ers from CASA programs 
throughout West Virgin-
ia, United Way Executive 
Directors, statewide and 
county judiciaries and legal 
representatives, plus state 
and local public officials. 
WVU President Dr. Gordon 
Gee from the University are 
also slated to be in atten-
dance.            

Morrisey Joins Bipartisan Effort
West Virginia Attorney 

General Patrick Morrisey 
joined with a group of 52 at-
torneys general in support-
ing efforts by a U.S. Senate 
committee to protect the 
wellbeing of children — par-
ticularly their mental health 
— while they use social me-
dia.

The attorneys general, in 
a bipartisan letter to com-
mittee leaders, expressed 
concerns that Facebook, 
Instagram and other social 
media platforms are seeking 
to increase user engagement 
by attracting children and 
adolescents to sign up.

“Facebook and other so-
cial media platforms un-
derstand that their business 
models necessitate increas-
ing the amount of time that 
kids engage with their plat-

forms to maximize mone-
tization,” Attorney General 
Morrisey joined in writing. 
“More engagement by the 
user equals more data to 
leverage for advertising, 
which equals greater profit. 
This prompts social media 
companies to design their 
algorithms to psychological-
ly manipulate young users 
into a state of addiction to 
their cell phone screens.” 

This week’s letter was ad-
dressed to Sens. Richard 
Blumenthal and Marsha 
Blackburn, chairman and 
ranking member, respec-
tively, of the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Sci-
ence and Transportation’s 
Subcommittee on Consum-
er Protection, Product Safe-
ty and Data Security.

The attorneys general cite 

recent reports, including 
from the Wall Street Jour-
nal, that detail the harms 
social media can present to 
children and teenagers, in-
cluding but not limited to, 
increased mental distress, 
bullying, self-harm and con-
templation of suicide. These 
reports note that young girls 
are among those most nega-
tively impacted.

The attorneys general also 
cite news reports in noting 
that other platforms such as 
TikTok allow algorithms to 
direct youth to pornograph-
ic websites.

The letter came in advance 
of hearings by the commit-
tee titled, “Protecting Kids 
Online: Facebook, Insta-
gram, and Mental Health 
Harms.”

Wriston Is Sec. Of Transportation; Commissioner Of Highways 
Gov. Jim Justice today 

announced that he has 
appointed Jimmy Wris-
ton, P.E., as Secretary of 
the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(WVDOT).

In addition to this ap-
pointment, Wriston will also 
serve as Commissioner of 
the West Virginia Division 
of Highways (WVDOH).

Wriston has served as 
the Deputy Secretary of the 
WVDOT and Deputy Com-
missioner of the WVDOH 
since 2019.

“Jimmy has been a driv-

ing force behind our efforts 
to transform the DOT into 
an agency that prioritizes 
road maintenance and al-
ways goes above and beyond 
to get the job done,” Gov. 
Justice said. “Since he was 
named Deputy Secretary, 
our Department of Trans-
portation has completed 
more maintenance work 
than at any time on record. 
He embodies the can-do 
attitude of our rejuvenat-
ed DOT, and I have all the 
confidence in the world that 
he will do an excellent job 
in this incredibly important 

role as our Transportation 
Secretary.”

  Wriston steps into this 
leadership role with 25 
years of experience at the 
West Virginia Department 
of Transportation under his 
belt. He began his career at 
the WVDOT in September 
1996, working for the Bridge 
Department for District 9 in 
Lewisburg, WV. He moved 
to the Engineering Division 
in 2004 as a project man-
ager before becoming a re-
gional engineer in 2005. 
For the next 12 years, Wris-
ton served as the WVDOT’s 

Chief Transportation Engi-
neer and Special Program 
Manager. Then, in 2019, 
Gov. Justice appointed 

Wriston as Acting Commis-
sioner of the WVDOH, a po-
sition he held until the ap-
pointment of Byrd White.

Wriston’s appointment as 
Transportation Secretary is 
effective immediately. 

Capito, Manchin Announce
$1.2 Million From The USDA
Rural Development Program

U.S. Senators Shelley 
Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) 
and Joe Manchin (D-W.
Va.), members of the Sen-
ate Appropriations Com-
mittee, today announced 
$1,282,400 from the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Rural Develop-
ment program for locations 
across West Virginia. These 
funds will be used for a va-
riety of projects across the 
state to increase economic 
development and access to 
business capital.

“In order to spur eco-
nomic development in West 
Virginia, resources must be 
made available so that our 
communities, local busi-
nesses, and entrepreneurs 
can make necessary im-
provements, increase op-
erations, and save jobs. In-
vestments like these USDA 
grants will help do just 
that,” Senator Capito said. 
“West Virginians are in-
credibly diligent and hard-
working, and these projects 
announced today will give 
people across our state the 
opportunity they need to be 
successful, while helping to 
increase economic stability 
in their communities.”

“Boosting economic de-
velopment through in-
vestments is vital to our 
economies and communi-
ties. This investment from 
USDA is welcome news for 
the Mountain State and will 
support rural businesses 
while also creating and re-
taining good-paying jobs 
across the state. Our rural 
communities need and de-
serve new opportunities, 
and I will continue to fight 
for funding to spur local and 
regional economies through 
economic development,” 

Senator Manchin said.
Individual awards listed 

below:
·        $946,000 – Thurston 

Landing II LP (Kanawha 
County): This Rural De-
velopment loan guarantee 
will be used to assist in the 
construction of Thurston 
Landing II, a senior multi-
family housing complex in 
St. Albans. This project will 
consist of a three-story resi-
dential building with 32 one 
bedroom units restricted 
to seniors age 55 and older 
and eight, three-bedroom 
units for general occupancy.

·        $50,000 – West Vir-
ginia University Research 
Corporation (Monongalia 
County): This Rural Devel-
opment investment will be 
used to hire a manager to 
initiate and develop a West 
Virginia University Davis 
College Store and Rural 
Business Incubator to sup-
port small rural business 
development and educate 
students in entrepreneur-
ship.

·        $50,000 – Mercer 
County Commission (Mer-
cer County): This Rural De-
velopment investment will 
be used to complete a feasi-
bility study for a convention 
center in Mercer County.

·        $49,000 – Sprout-
ing Farms Corp. (Summers 
County):  This Rural Devel-
opment investment will be 
used to upgrade the electri-
cal service to help new and 
beginning farmers expand 
their season extension op-
tions.

·        $49,000 – Marlin-
ton, West Virginia (Poca-
hontas County): This Rural 
Development investment 
will be used to create, im-
plement and assessment of 

a comprehensive marketing 
strategy to bring econom-
ic growth to the area. The 
project will creating 20 jobs 
and saving 5 jobs.

·        $47,750 – Renewall, 
Inc. (Cabell County): This 
Rural Development invest-
ment will be used to plan 
the business model design 
and feasibility of Cultur-
al Wealth Hub, support 
emerging entrepreneurs 
and facilitate technical as-
sistance and resources to 
support existing businesses 
recovering from the pan-
demic.

·        $40,715 – Yew Moun-
tain Center, Inc. (Pocahon-
tas County):  This Rural 
Development investment 
will be used to establish the 
Mountain Medicine Trail to 
increase revenue and job 
creation for non-timber 
forest product producers 
and related businesses as 
well as offering training and 
technical assistance.

·        $25,000 – Summers-
ville, West Virginia (Nicho-
las County): This Rural De-
velopment investment will 
be used to create a business 
mapping system that will 
provide assistance to map 
current, operating busi-
nesses and potential new 
business locations.

·        $24,935 – Civil Mil-
itary Innovation Institute 
(Monongalia County): This 
Rural Development invest-
ment will be used to pro-
vide technical assistance 
and business consulting 
services such as finance, le-
gal, human resources, regu-
latory compliance, business 
development, marketing 
and technology evaluation 
to rural small businesses.

Applications Being Taken For 
Twenty-Fifth Judicial Vacancy

The Judicial Vacancy 
Advisory Commission will 
receive applications imme-
diately for the vacancy on 
the Twenty-Fifth Judicial 
Circuit, serving Boone and 
Lincoln counties.

The deadline for applica-
tion and submittal of letters 

of recommendation is Octo-
ber 18, 2021.

Applications and letters 
of recommendation will not 
be considered if received 
after the deadline outlined 
above. Both must be sub-
mitted to: Judicial Vacancy 
Advisory Commission, c/o 

Office of the General Coun-
sel to the Governor, Of-
fice of the Governor, 1900 
Kanawha Blvd E, Charles-
ton, WV 25305.

Interviews will be held 
on October 26, 2021, in 
Charleston.

Capito, Manchin $1.8 Million To Restore Water Quality
U.S. Senators Shelley 

Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), 
ranking member of the 
Senate Environment and 
Public Works (EPW) Com-
mittee and member of the 
Appropriations Committee, 
and Joe Manchin (D-W.
Va.), also a member of the 

Appropriations Commit-
tee, today announced a 
$1,855,200 grant from the 
U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) to the 
West Virginia Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion (WVDEP) to improve 
water quality in rivers and 

streams throughout the 
state. The grant is part of 
EPA’s Nonpoint Source 
Implementation grant pro-
gram to control water pol-
lution.

“Mitigating nonpoint 
source pollution is critical 
to keeping our rivers and 

streams healthy and in turn 
keeping our drinking water 
safe,” Capito said. “West 
Virginia is blessed with an 
abundance of water resourc-
es, and this investment will 
help ensure those resources 
stay in robust condition.”

“West Virginia’s endless 

rivers and streams are a vi-
tal part of our wild and won-
derful state. I am pleased 
EPA is investing over $1.8 
million to control water 
pollution and improve wa-
ter quality in rivers and 
streams across the state,” 
Manchin said. “As Chair-

man of the Energy and Nat-
ural Resources Committee 
and a member of the Senate 
Appropriations Commit-
tee, I will continue to fight 
for funding to keep West 
Virginia’s natural resourc-
es safe for generations to 
come.”
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STATE & NATION

BY Eric Eyre, Mountain State Spo-
tlight

Drug Distributors Fought To Keep A Scathing Report 
Out Of West Virginia’s Landmark Opioid Trial

It was an important piece 
of evidence — a 324-page 
congressional report that 
slammed the nation’s larg-
est prescription drug dis-
tributors for their role in 
fueling the opioid crisis. 

But a federal judge 
blocked the scathing re-
port from being presented 
during a seven-week trial 
that pitted Cabell County 
and the City of Huntington 
against drug wholesalers 
McKesson, Cardinal Health 
and AmerisourceBergen.

The December 2018 
report was part of an 
18-month bipartisan inves-
tigation into pill dumping 
in West Virginia. A U.S. 
House committee cited the 
“Big Three” distributors for 
systemic “failures that con-
tributed to the worsening 
opioid epidemic” by deliv-
ering an “inordinate” num-
ber of prescription painkill-
ers to the state

During the recent trial, 
U.S. District Judge David 
Faber sided with the com-
panies’ attorneys who ar-
gued that the congressio-
nal report —  issued by the 
House Energy and Com-
merce Committee — was 
“inherently political.” 

The decision contradicted 
a previous ruling by a feder-
al judge in Cleveland who’s 
presiding over thousands of 
lawsuits against the phar-
maceutical distributors.

Faber is expected to de-
cide in the coming weeks 
whether the drug distrib-
utors should be held ac-
countable and pay for their 
alleged misconduct. The 
non-jury trial started in 
May and ended in July.

Faber’s ruling to bar the 
congressional report from 
the trial was a significant 
blow to the plaintiffs’ law-
yers. They couldn’t ques-
tion witnesses about it. 
They couldn’t present the 
report’s findings or the 
more than 900 pages of 
supporting documents.

The city and county 
were also prohibited from 
presenting past testimo-
ny from former Cardinal 

Health CEO George Bar-
rett, who publicly apolo-
gized in May 2018 for the 
company’s massive opioid 
shipments to two pharma-
cies in Southern West Vir-
ginia. Barrett spoke at a 
congressional hearing amid 
the federal investigation.

“To the people of West 
Virginia, I want to express 
my personal regret for judg-
ments that we’d make dif-
ferently today,” Barrett told 
federal lawmakers. “…With 
the benefit of hindsight, I 
wished we had moved fast-
er and asked a different set 
of questions. I’m deeply 
sorry, we did not.”

The congressional re-
port concludes that the 
wholesale drug distributors 
missed “numerous warning 
signs and red flags” that 
their prescription painkill-
ers were being diverted for 
illegal use. 

Some examples:
In just 10 months, McK-

esson shipped 3 million 
opioids — nearly 10,000 
pills a day to a single phar-
macy in Kermit, a Mingo 
County town with only 400 
residents. The shipments 
continued even after an 
employee at the company’s 
Ohio warehouse reported 
the questionable orders. 
McKesson reported to the 
Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration that the purchases 
were “reasonable.”

Distributors’ deliver-
ies frequently spiked from 
one month to the next. In 
just two weeks, Cardinal 
Health’s sales to a drug-
store in Williamson jumped 
1,500%.

In 2011, Amerisource-
Bergen, which shipped 
to Westside Pharmacy in 
Oceana, was given a list of 
“pain doctors” who were 
writing the majority of the 
Wyoming County store’s 
prescriptions. Five of the 
six were subsequently con-
victed of federal charges or 
were under federal investi-
gation. One doctor was lo-
cated in Pembroke, Virgin-
ia, 100 miles away. Another 
doctor was in Washington, 
D.C. Westside’s pharma-
cist/owner, Devonna Mill-

er-West, was indicted in 
2019 on charges she con-
spired to distribute pain-
killers illegally. Her trial is 
scheduled to start Jan. 5, 
2022. 

Report allowed in one 
courtroom, excluded in an-
other

The drug distributors 
made their first push to 
exclude the congressional 
report in September 2019. 
McKesson’s attorneys 
asked U.S. District Judge 
Dan Polster to prohibit the 
report and any related let-
ters and testimony. Polster 
is overseeing more than 
2,000 lawsuits against the 
distributors that have been 
consolidated in federal 
court in Cleveland. 

McKesson argued that the 
House panel’s investigation 
and findings were “irrele-
vant and prejudicial.” The 
company predicted that a 
jury would give the report 
“undue weight” because of 
its “official nature and ap-
pearance.”

Polster disagreed. He re-
jected McKesson’s request, 
calling the congressional 
report “relevant and admis-
sible.”

But in May, the distrib-
utors — McKesson, joined 
by Cardinal Health and 
AmerisourceBergen — got 
another chance to keep the 
report out of another court-
room. Days before the trial 
started in West Virginia, 
the companies aimed to 
bolster their argument with 
allegations that attorneys 
for Huntington and Cabell 
County met privately with 
House staff during the con-
gressional investigation, 
trying to steer the report 
so it would add fuel to their 
lawsuits. 

At the closed-door meet-
ing, attorneys Mike Papan-
tonio and Archie Lamb gave 
an “inflammatory” Power-
Point presentation that in-
cluded a slide with photos 
of the distributors’ execu-
tives surrounded by a chart 
comparing the number of 
opioid-caused deaths to the 
number of fatalities during 
the Vietnam War, the com-
panies allege in a court fil-

ing.
Papantonio and Lamb 

also gave committee staff a 
list of potential questions 
for House members to ask 
the distributors’ top exec-
utives during a hearing on 
Capitol Hill, court records 
show.

“Plaintiffs’ counsel’s fin-
gerprints — and specifically 
those of counsel of record 
in this case — are on the 
committee’s investigation,” 
the companies’ lawyers told 
Judge Faber in May.

At least one congressman, 
U.S. Rep. David McKin-
ley, R-W.Va., forwarded 
the proposed questions to 
distributors after the hear-
ing. McKinley didn’t ask 
those scripted questions 
— seven in all — during 
the hearing. Instead, he 
assailed the drug company 
CEOs that day, insinuating 
they should face criminal 
charges.

In response to the distrib-
utors’ request to exclude the 
congressional report from 
the trial, lawyers for Hun-
tington and Cabell County 
alleged that the companies’ 
attorneys also met with the 
House committee’s staff be-
fore the hearing and tried to 
influence the investigation. 
Those lawyers provided 
their own set of potential 
questions to ask the execu-
tives.

Huntington and Cabell 
County’s attorneys had ar-
gued the report wasn’t po-
litical. The House commit-
tee issued a series of press 
releases about the investi-
gation, calling it “biparti-
san.”

In 2018, Republicans 
controlled the House and 
its committees. The House 
panel’s staff members pre-
pared the report. Two weeks 
after its release, Democrats 
gained control of Congress.  

The city and county also 
noted that Polster already 
had rejected the distribu-
tors’ request to withhold 
the report, and urged Faber 
to do the same. Polster said 
his ruling should apply to 
lawsuits sent back to feder-
al courts in the states where 
they were initially filed, 

such as the Huntington-Ca-
bell County case in West 
Virginia.

But Faber didn’t follow 
Polster’s ruling. 

Faber allowed numer-
ous other federal reports to 
be admitted into evidence 
during the trial, but not the 
one that targeted distrib-
utors, saying he had a “big 
problem” with the House 
panel report.

“I’m not going to admit 
it,” Faber said the morning 
of May 18 during the land-
mark opioid trial. “I believe 
that it lacks sufficient reli-
ability and objectivity to be 
admissible, and it is out.”

The drug distributors 
have agreed to pay $21 bil-
lion to settle thousands of 
lawsuits with states, cities, 
counties and towns across 
the country. Forty-two 
states have signed on.

Local governments in 
West Virginia opted out of 
the national settlement, 
saying the state’s potential 
portion of the national deal 
— an estimated $400 mil-
lion — wasn’t enough. Ca-
bell County and Hunting-
ton alone are seeking more 
than $2 billion from the 
distributors. Cabell County 
has one of the highest drug 
overdose death rates in the 
nation. 

While awaiting Faber’s 
ruling, the two sides have 
continued settlement talks. 

Other evidence excluded
The congressional report 

wasn’t the only piece of 
written evidence that Faber 
wouldn’t admit during the 
trial. 

The judge also excluded 
two email chains circulat-
ed by AmersourceBergen 
employees that joked about 
the opioid crisis. But he did 
allow other emails, such as 
one that included a parody 
song about “pillbillies” ad-
dicted to OxyContin to be 
entered and used to ques-
tion an AmerisourceBergen 
executive who testified un-
der oath in May.

One of the excluded 
emails, which was previ-
ously reported by Mountain 
State Spotlight, made fun of 
Kentuckians. In response 

to an email detailing Ken-
tucky’s new opioid regu-
lations in 2012, an Amer-
isourceBergen executive 
wrote, “One of the hillbilly’s 
[sic] must have learned how 
to read :-)” 

“I’m not sure how much 
this proves,” Faber said be-
fore ruling the email was 
inadmissible. “People break 
the stress of their jobs by 
humor, and this might be 
tasteless, but I suppose it is 
relevant to the company’s 
attitude.”

At the drug companies’ 
request, Faber also exclud-
ed an AmerisourceBergen 
email chain in 2012 that 
made light of Purdue Phar-
ma wanting FDA approval 
to label OxyContin for kids 
as young as 6 years old.

In response to the news, 
execs at AmerisourceBer-
gen, one of the largest ship-
pers of OxyContin in the 
U.S., shared an email with 
a parody photo of a Kel-
logg’s Honey Smacks cere-
al box that read, “Killogg’s 
Smack,” referring to a slang 
term for heroin.

In the email chain, one 
AmerisourceBergen em-
ployee joked, “I suppose 
we’ll need another thresh-
old for Oxy 20s for kids.”

Another employee re-
sponded to the Honey 
Smacks/Dig ‘Em the Frog 
parody: “You’re just a bar-
rel of laughs today…Per-
haps too much sun this 
weekend?”

During the trial, Amer-
isourceBergen’s lawyer 
urged Faber to exclude the 
email chain because of “the 
soundbite prejudice aspect 
of it.”

The judge ruled in the 
company’s favor.

Weeks later, a New York 
judge, who was overseeing 
lawsuits filed against the 
distributors by two counties 
on Long Island, allowed the 
counties’ lawyers to present 
the same two Amerisource-
Bergen email chains as evi-
dence at a jury trial. 

Within days, the compa-
nies agreed to pay $1.1 bil-
lion to settle the lawsuits 
with the counties in New 
York.

By V. ISACHENKOV / AP

Russian Film Crew In Orbit To Make Movie In Space
Russian film crew in orbit 

to make first movie in space
By VLADIMIR ISACHEN-

KOV Associated Press
MOSCOW (AP) — A Rus-

sian actor and a film director 
rocketed to space Tuesday 
on a mission to make the 
world’s first movie in orbit, a 
project the Kremlin said will 
help burnish the nation’s 
space glory.

Actor Yulia Peresild and 
director Klim Shipenko 
blasted off for the Interna-
tional Space Station in a 
Russian Soyuz spacecraft 
together with cosmonaut 
Anton Shkaplerov, a veter-
an of three space missions. 
Their Soyuz MS-19 lifted off 
as scheduled at 1:55 p.m. 
(0855 GMT) from the Rus-
sian space launch facility in 
Baikonur, Kazakhstan and 
arrived at the station after 
about 3½ hours.

Shkaplerov took manual 
controls to smoothly dock 
the spacecraft at the space 
outpost after a glitch in an 
automatic docking system. 

The trio reported they 
were feeling fine and space-
craft systems were function-
ing normally.

Peresild and Klimenko are 
to film segments of a new 
movie titled “Challenge,” in 
which a surgeon played by 
Peresild rushes to the space 
station to save a crew mem-
ber who needs an urgent op-
eration in orbit. After 12 days 
on the space outpost, they 
are set to return to Earth 
with another Russian cos-
monaut.

Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov said the mission 
will help showcase Russia’s 
space prowess.

“We have been pioneers 
in space and maintained a 
confident position,” Peskov 
said. “Such missions that 
help advertise our achieve-
ments and space exploration 
in general are great for the 
country.”

Speaking at a pre-flight 
news conference Monday, 
37-year-old Peresild ac-
knowledged that it was chal-
lenging for her to adapt to 
the strict discipline and rig-
orous demands during the 
training.

“It was psychological-
ly, physically and morally 
hard,” she said. “But I think 
that once we achieve the 
goal, all that will seem not so 
difficult and we will remem-
ber it with a smile.”

Shipenko, 38, who has 
made several commercially 
successful movies, also de-
scribed their fast-track, four-
month preparation for the 
flight as tough.

“Of course, we couldn’t 
make many things at the first 
try, and sometimes even at 
a third attempt, but it’s nor-
mal,” he said. 

Shipenko, who will com-
plete the shooting on Earth 
after filming the movie’s 
space episodes, said Shka-
plerov and two other Russian 
cosmonauts now on board 
the station — Oleg Novitskiy 
and Pyotr Dubrov — will all 
play parts in the new movie.

Russia’s state-controlled 
Channel One television, 
which is involved in making 
the movie, has extensively 
covered the crew training 
and the launch.

“I’m in shock. I still can’t 
imagine that my mom is out 
there,” Peresild’s daugh-
ter, Anna, said in televised 
remarks minutes after the 
launch that she watched 
teary-eyed. 

Dmitry Rogozin, head of 
the Russian state space cor-

poration Roscosmos, was a 
key force behind the project, 
describing it as a chance to 
burnish the nation’s space 
glory and rejecting criticism 
from some Russian media.

“I expect the project to help 
draw attention to our space 
program, to the cosmonaut 
profession,” Rogozin told re-
porters Tuesday. “We need a 
better visualization of space 
research. Space deserves be-
ing shown in a more profes-
sional, artful way.” 

After congratulating the 
crew on a successful dock-
ing, Rogozin said he person-
ally edited the film script to 
properly reflect the realities 
of the space flight.

“We describe some real 
emergencies that may hap-
pen out there,” he said. Ac-
cording to the script, the cos-
monaut character in the film 
needs an urgent surgery af-
ter being hit by space debris.

Some commentators ar-

gued, however, that the 
film project would distract 
the Russian crew and could 
be awkward to film on the 
Russian segment of the In-
ternational Space Station, 
which is considerably less 
spacious compared to the 
U.S. segment. A new Russia 
lab module, the Nauka, was 
added in July, but it is yet to 
be fully integrated into the 
station.

On the space station, the 
three newcomers joined the 
station’s commander Thom-
as Pesquet of the European 
Space Agency; NASA as-
tronauts Mark Vande Hei, 
Shane Kimbrough and Me-
gan McArthur; Roscosmos 
cosmonauts Novitskiy and 
Dubrov; and Aki Hoshide of 
the Japan Aerospace Explo-
ration Agency.

After the hatches between 
the Soyuz and the station 
were opened, the trio floated 
in, beaming smiles and ex-
changing hugs with the sta-
tion’s crew.

“I feel like I’m dreaming,” 
Peresild said during a brief 
televised hookup with Mis-

sion Control in Moscow.
Shipenko echoed that feel-

ing: “We have been waiting 
for that for such a long time, 
and indeed now we feel like 
in a dream.”

Novitskiy, who will star 
as the ailing cosmonaut in 
the movie, will take the cap-
tain’s seat in a Soyuz capsule 
to take the film crew back to 
Earth on Oct. 17. 

Before Russia took the 
lead in feature filmmaking 
in space, NASA had talked 
to actor Tom Cruise about 
making a movie in orbit.

NASA confirmed last year 
that it was in talks with 
Cruise about filming on the 
International Space Station 
with SpaceX providing the 
lift. In May 2020, it was re-
ported that Cruise was devel-
oping the project alongside 
director Doug Liman, Elon 
Musk and NASA. 

Last month, representa-
tives for SpaceX’s first pri-
vately chartered flight said 
the actor took part in a call 
with the four space tourists 
who orbited more than 585 
kilometers (360 miles) high.

In video footage released by Roscosmos Space Agency, actress 
Yulia Peresild, left, film director Klim Shipenko, right, and cos-
monaut Anton Shkaplerov sit in the first row among other par-
ticipants of the mission in the International Space Station, ISS 
Roscosmos Space Agency via AP
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Barbara Alice Taylor
TAYLOR

Barbara Alice Taylor, 68, 
of Alderson, WV passed 
away on Saturday, October 2, 
2021, at home, surrounded 
by her family. Born on May 
15, 1953, in Heidelberg, Ger-
many, she was the daughter 
of the late Mary Ellen Lewis. 

Barbara is survived by 
her husband of 37 years, 
Greg Taylor; three children, 
Kassie Bennett (Michael), 
Michael Sexton (John), and 
Brent Taylor (Lisa); two 
grandchildren, Cole Bennett 
and Addison Taylor; siblings, 
Mickie Hughes (Mark), Mel-
anie Whitaker (Len), Charlie 
Lewis (Beth), and June Kel-
lison; as well as many nieces 
and nephews. In addition to 
her mother, she is preceded 
in death by her sister, Patty 
Lewis.

She loved and adored her 
pets, flower gardens, and 
grandchildren. She tolerated 
her husband, children, and 
siblings.

Barbara retired as a 
pharmacy technician from 
Greenbrier Valley Medical 
Center, where she worked 
for many years. She then 
opened Taylor’d Interiors 
with her sister-in-law, Trish 
Vallandingham, where they 
specialized in murals and 
creative designs. Along with 
her husband, Greg, and her 
mother, Mary Ellen, Barbara 
was involved in various arts 
and crafts fairs and festivals 
in Greenbrier County. 

She was a member and 
prior Deaconess of the Old 
Greenbrier Baptist Church 
and volunteered with the 
Alderson Fire Department 
Auxiliary. She was member 
of Alderson Main Street, as 
well as owner of a local craft 
store in Alderson. Barbara 
was also a licensed Master 
Gardener. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
donate to your local Humane 
Society. 

A visitation will be held on 
October 7, 2021, from 6 to 8 
p.m. at the Ronceverte Chap-
el of Wallace and Wallace 
Funeral Home. 

Please send online 
condolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.com.

Wallace & Wallace Funer-
al Home in Ronceverte is in 
charge of arrangements.

Dr. John 
Henry Dempsey

DEMPSEY
Dr. John Henry Dempsey, 

90, of Morgantown, WV 
passed away on Thursday, 
September 23, 2021, at his 
home with his family by his 
side. He was born in Lewis-
burg, WV, on September 3, 
1931, the son of Raymond 
Lawrence and Frances Pres-
ton Dempsey. He lived with 
his grandparents, James M. 
and Frances Flourney Pres-
ton, in Lewisburg, after the 
death of his father.

He graduated from Lewis-
burg High School in 1949, 
where he excelled in all 
sports. He graduated from 
The Greenbrier Military 
School in Lewisburg in 1950. 
He went to undergraduate 
school at West Virginia Uni-
versity in Morgantown, WV, 
graduating in 1953. He was 
a member of the Sigma Chi 
Fraternity while at WVU. He 
went to the Baltimore Col-
lege of Dental Surgery (now 
the University of Maryland 
School of Dentistry) in Bal-
timore, MD, where he grad-
uated in 1957. At the end of 
his dental school, he did a 
residency at the Jersey City 
Medical Center, in Jersey 
City, NJ where he met his 
wife, Sally.

John practiced dentistry 
briefly in Montgomery, WV, 
and then moved to Morgan-
town, WV, where he part-
nered in dental practices 
in downtown Morgantown 
on Spruce Street and High 
Street. After many years of 
practicing dentistry in Mor-
gantown, John went to the 
WVU School of Dentistry’s 
Department of Orthodon-
tics, where he graduated in 
1974. As an orthodontist, he 
had several private practices 
in Morgantown (Suncrest, 
downtown Morgantown, 
Cheat Lake) and a practice 
in Kingwood, WV. He always 
felt it was easier for him to 
set up a practice in his pa-
tient’s location, rather than 
have the parents drive their 
kids across town for braces 
and procedures. Throughout 
his private practice career 
in Morgantown, John also 
taught courses at the WVU 
School of Dentistry and De-
partment of Orthodontics up 
to the time of his retirement 
at 80 years of age.

John was surrounded by 
wonderful colleagues, family, 
and friends during his career 
and throughout his life. He 
was known as a hard-work-
ing, easy going, compas-
sionate person, and always 
generous with his time and 
support. He was easy to talk 
to, and always had time for a 
good story or joke.

He loved to reflect and 
tell stories about his youth 
in Greenbrier County, WV, 
an area he loved. He was an 
instructor and counselor at 
Camp Shaw-Mi-Del-Eca, a 
summer camp for boys lo-
cated between White Sul-
phur Springs and Lewisburg, 
WV along the Greenbrier 
River. He also worked with 
his brother, Dicky, as tour 
guides in the Organ Cave, 
an historic natural cave in 
Greenbrier County, WV.

In his earlier years in 
Morgantown, John and his 
wife were members of the 
Morgantown Country Club, 
then original members of 
the Pines Country Club be-
ginning in 1970, where they 
enjoyed playing golf, tennis, 
and hanging by the swim-
ming pool with family and 
friends. They enjoyed danc-
ing and often frequented the 
former Cotillion Dance Club 
in Morgantown. 

John was very active as 
a WVU alumni with the 
Touchdown Club of Mor-
gantown and was President 
of the club from 1965 to 
1966. He enjoyed family va-
cations on the Jersey shore, 

and spending leisure time at 
the lake house on Rockley 
Road in Cheat Lake. John 
was very involved with his 
children’s high school athlet-
ic events. He was a mentor 
and a proud supporter of the 
kids and the school. He was 
typically at the games and 
often had the kids and their 
parents to his house after the 
game to share the stories and 
game activities.

He always followed WVU 
football and basketball, from 
the stands at Old Mountain-
eer Field, Milan Puskar Sta-
dium, and the Coliseum, and 
then on TV in recent years. 
He was a proud Mountaineer 
fan. Even in loss, he voiced 
the lessons learned for the 
players of the game. In re-
tirement years, he traveled 
to Lewisburg and The Green-
brier Resort in White Sulfur 
Springs to see the old sites. 
Not too long ago, he made 
a trip to Alaska and flew on 
a float plane, which had al-
ways been on his to do list. 
In his most recent years, he 
was comfortable in his home 
watching his favorite shows 
or sports, or listening to his 
favorite music, and was most 
comforted knowing that his 
family and close friends were 
healthy and well.

He is survived by his four 
children, John Dempsey of 
Bluffton, SC, David Dempsey 
of San Francisco, CA, Emily 
Dempsey of Charlotte, NC, 
and Thomas Dempsey of 
Morgantown, WV; sister-in-
law, Betty Joanne Dempsey 
of Lewisburg, WV; half-sis-
ter, Dr. Jean F. McClung and 
her husband, John Morris, 
of Pittsburgh, PA; niece, 
Rev. Joanne Dempsey Gla-
ser of Lexington, NC and 
her husband, Timothy Gla-
ser; and three grand nieces, 
Benjamin Glaser, Elizabeth 
(Glaser) Troyer, and Patricia 
(Glaser) Johnson, and their 
respective spouses.

In addition to his parents, 
he is preceded in death by 
his wife, Sally Ann Dempsey, 
who passed away on Dec. 
18, 2018; brother, Raymond 
Lawrence Dempsey Jr., 
‘Dicky’, of Lewisburg who 
passed away on Sept. 20, 
2011; and first cousin, Luther 
James Dempsey Jr., of Mor-
gantown who passed away 
on Dec. 19, 2014.

Hastings Funeral Home 
is entrusted with cremation 
arrangements. A private en-
tombment will take place 
at St. Mary’s Peace Garden 
Mausoleum in Star City. A 
Celebration of John’s life will 
be held on Saturday, Novem-
ber 13, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 
at the Erickson Alumni Cen-
ter, 1 Alumni Drive, Morgan-
town, WV 26506. His family 
would like to invite everyone 
to please bring photographs 
or stories to share. A sepa-
rate celebration will be held 
later in Greenbrier County, 
WV, as per John’s wishes.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to WVU 
School of Dentistry or to St. 
Ursula’s Food Pantry and 
Outreach, PO Box 18, Purs-
glove, WV 26546. For those 
wishing to make donations 
to the WVU School of Den-
tistry, gifts can be made in 
support of the Dr. John H. 
Dempsey Orthodontic Schol-
arship (Fund #3Z496) and 
sent to: WVU Foundation, 
One Waterfront Place 7th 
Floor, PO Box 1650, Mor-
gantown, WV 26507. The 
fund benefits students in 
the Orthodontic residency 
program. For more informa-
tion, please contact Karen 
Coombs at 304-216-3784.

Personal condolences 
and other symbolic gestures 
may be offered to the 
family by visiting www.
hastingsfuneralhome.com.

Submitted by Hastings Fu-
neral Home of Morgantown, 
WV.

Edna Alice Boone
BOONE

Edna Alice Boone, 73, of 
Neola, WV passed away Sat-
urday, October 2, 2021, at 
Princeton Community Hos-
pital, Princeton, WV. 

Born April 7, 1948, in 
Second Creek, WV, she was 
the daughter of the late 
Jesse Scott and Lula Anne 
Mottesheard Scott Chestnut. 
Edna had retired as a phle-
botomist. 

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by a daughter, Tina Ma-
rie Boone; and son, Daniel 
Lewis Boone. Survivors in-
clude her husband, Stanley 
Lewis Boone; granddaugh-
ter, Tamera Crookshanks 
(Josh) of Crawley, WV; and 
great-grandchildren, Adri-
an, Eli, and Zach.

Funeral service will be 3 
p.m., Thursday, October 7, 
2021, at the Morgan Funeral 
Home Chapel – 252 Mont-
vue Drive, Lewisburg, WV 
with Pastor Mike Teubert 
officiating. Burial will follow 
in the Boone Family Farm 
Cemetery, Neola, WV. Visi-
tation will be one hour prior 
to the service, Thursday, at 
the funeral home. 

We will be following 
COVID-19 precautions and 
request all guests wear a 
mask and be mindful of so-
cial distancing. 

Online guestbook can be 
signed at www.morganfh.
net. 

Arrangements by Morgan 
Funeral Home, Lewisburg, 
WV.

Edward L. Thompson
THOMPSON

Edward L. Thompson, 
81, of Alderson WV; passed 
away peacefully at his home 
on 27th of September 2021. 

He was born on the 14th 
of February 1940 to James 
Ralph and Frances Evelyn 
Thompson. He graduated 
from Alderson High School 
in 1958, where he had en-

HONAKER
Harry Edward “Butch” 

Honaker, 69, of Ronceverte, 
passed away Friday, October 
1, 2021 at Greenbrier Valley 
Medical Center.

Born January 23, 1952 at 
Fort Spring, he was a son 
of the late Norman Edward 
Honaker and Betty Burns 
Honaker. 

Butch was a self-employed 
construction worker.

He is survived by a daugh-
ter, Tara Waugh (Greg) of 
Ronceverte; sons, Jamie 
Collins of Ronceverte and 

Ivan Roscoe Estep Sr.
ESTEP

Ivan Roscoe Estep Sr., 82, 
of Asbury, WV passed away 
Sunday, October 3, 2021, at 
Stonerise Lewisburg. Born 
August 1, 1939, in Alder-
son, WV, he was the son of 
the late Vernon Forrest and 
Gertrude Jones Estep. Ivan 
was a U.S. Air Force Veter-
an. 

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his wife, Emily Faye Moody 
Estep; brothers, Howard, 
Calvin, and Pete Estep; and 
sisters, Marie Harvey and 
Melba Dearduff. Survivors 
include three sons, Ivan 
“Rocky” Estep Jr. (Tracy), 
Michael Estep (Marie), and 
Tony Estep all of Asbury, 
WV; sisters, Bonnie Cald-
well (Michael) of North 
Carolina, Elizabeth Kees-
ling of Indiana, and Aretha 
Gudger of North Caroli-
na; four grandchildren; six 
great-grandchildren; sever-
al nieces and nephews.

Funeral service will be 11 
a.m., Saturday, October 9, 
2021, at the Morgan Funeral 
Home, 252 Montvue Drive, 
Lewisburg, WV. Entomb-
ment will follow in the Wal-
lace Memorial Mausoleum, 
Clintonville, WV. Visitation 
will be one hour prior to the 
service, Saturday, at the fu-
neral home. 

We will be following 
COVID-19 recommenda-
tions and request all guests 
wear a mask and be mindful 
of social distancing. 

Online guestbook can be 
signed at www.morganfh.
net. 

Arrangements by Morgan 
Funeral Home, Lewisburg, 
WV.

Joanne Osborne
OSBORNE

Joanne Osborne, former-
ly of Quinwood, WV, passed 
away, with her family at her 
side, on Sunday, October 3, 
2021, at her home in Hersey, 
MI. She was 87.

Joanne was born June 
12, 1934, in Detroit, MI, the 
daughter of Dean and Jessie 
(Johnson) White. Joanne 
married Robert Trombley, 
and they raised three daugh-
ters in the Detroit area. Rob-
ert passed away in 1974, and 
she later married James Os-
borne. Together they had one 
daughter. Upon Jim’s retire-
ment in 1986, they moved to 
Quinwood, WV, to be closer 
to his mom. In 2007, she de-
cided to make her home in 
Hersey, MI.

The love she gave and smile 
on her face will not be forgot-
ten by her family that sur-
vive her: this includes four 
daughters, Beth Chojnacki 
of Detroit, MI, Debra (Chris) 
Stanley of Hersey, MI, Linda 
Trombley of Detroit, MI, and 
Heather (Jason) Bladen of 
Ronceverte, WV; 16 grand-
children; 27 great-grandchil-
dren; 2 great-great-grand-
sons; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

Joanne was preceded in 
death by: husbands, Robert 
Trombley and James Os-
borne; her parents, Dean and 
Jessie White; son-in-law, 
John Chojnacki; and three 
sisters, Mary Coral, Frances, 
and Marion.

A life celebration will be 
held at a later date. 

WEIKLE
Roy Lee Weikle, Jr., age 

80, of Ronceverte passed 
away October 1, 2021 at 
Greenbrier Valley Medical 
Center in Ronceverte from a 
sudden illness.

Roy was born December 
13, 1940 in Ronceverte and 
was the son of the late Roy 
and Nettie Morgan Weikle.

He was a carpenter by 
trade and had worked for L. 
L. Hodges contractor.

Other than his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
wife, Lula Jane Weikle; son, 
Kenny Weikle; sister, Glenda 
Ferguson; brothers-in-law, 
Herman Toothman and Lee 
Dunbar.

Surviving Roy is his 
brother, Robert Weikle; sis-
ters, Roberta Weikle, Twila 
Weikle, Maxine Toothman, 
and Carolyn Dunbar; broth-
er-in-law, Don Ferguson; 
sons, David Weikle and Mi-
chael Weikle; along with sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be 
Friday, October 9, 2021 at 2 
p.m. at Wallace and Wallace 
Funeral Home in Ronceverte 
with Pastor Youel Altizer offi-
ciating. Interment will follow 
at the Morgan Cemetery near 
Ronceverte.

The family will receive 
their family and friends from 
1 p.m. until 2 p.m. on Friday, 
October 8, 2021 at the funer-
al home.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly suggests that donations be 
made to Wallace & Wallace, 
212 Monroe Ave., Roncev-
erte, WV 24970 to help with 
funeral expenses.

Please send online 
condolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.com.

Wallace & Wallace Funer-
al Home in Ronceverte is in 
charge of arrangements.

DOTSON
Shirley Jean Seldomridge 

Dotson, 86, passed away 
Friday, October 1, 2021.  

She was born July 23, 
1935 in Greenbrier County 
to the late Earl Ray and Ha-
zel Marie Seldomridge.   

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Charles 
Dotson; and step-grand-
daughter, Jackie Perryman. 

She leaves to cherish 
her memory her daugh-

joyed football and basket-
ball in his free time. After 
graduation, Ed joined the 
US Army, where he dutiful-
ly served his country. After 
an Honorable Discharge, Ed 
joined his two brothers, Paul 
and Jack, and friend, Bill Es-
kins (among others), in Nor-
folk, VA; where they spent a 
couple of years building the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge and 
Tunnel. He would reminisce 
about times they spent walk-
ing wood planks and the in-
credible work they complet-
ed hundreds of feet in the 
air!

After leaving the Bay 
Bridge project, Ed pursued 
an education leading to an 
electrical certification, where 
he began a career as an elec-
trician with the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons, FPC Alder-
son. He later transitioned 
into a supervisory role that 
included the communica-
tions department.

After 22 years, Ed retired 
from the FPC and continued 
to toil away as a gentleman 
farmer tending to his herd in 
Wolf Creek. There he spent 
many days enjoying time 
with his friends and family, 
as he loved the land and be-
ing outdoors. Ed was known 
for his kindness and gener-
osity and would lend a hand 
anytime there was a need. As 
time passed, he could easily 
be found at the kitchen ta-
ble playing solitaire or in his 
lounge chair watching ESPN.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; two old-
er brothers, Paul and Jack 
Thompson; and sister, Fran-
ces Thompson. He leaves 
behind his only son, Chad 
Thompson; sisters, Vera A. 
Thompson and Betty Yea-
ger Thompson; and brother, 
Ralph “Bud” Thompson; as 
well as step-granddaughter 
and step-great-grandson, 
Erica and Caleb Carr-Mc-
Million; several nieces and 
nephews; as well as an un-
told number of friends.

In keeping with his wish-
es, he will be cremated and a 
Celebration of Life Memorial 
will be held in the spring.

Online condolences may be 
made at Lantzfuneralhome.
com.

Submitted by Lantz Funer-
al Home in Alderson.

For now, please help us 
keep Joanne’s memory alive 
by, signing the guestbook, 
sharing a memory, or 
sharing a photo on her page 
on the Corey Funeral Home 
in Evart’s website, www.
coreyfuneralhome.com.

Submitted by Corey Fu-
neral Home of Evart, MI.

ter,  Angie Hill (Glen); 
granddaughter,  Jordan 
Hill (Trey); step-grandchil-
dren, Toni Perryman and 
John Perryman (Bailey); 
step-great-grandchildren,  
Carson, Lorelai, and Cyn-
thia Perryman. 

Graveside services will be 
held on Friday, October 8, 
2021, at 12 p.m. with Pas-
tor Kristi Moore officiating 
at Rosewood Cemetery in 
Lewisburg, WV.

Visitation will be held at 
the funeral home from 11 
a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Please send online 
condolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.com.

Wallace & Wallace Funer-
al Home in Lewisburg is in 
charge of arrangements.

Troy Collins (Barb) of West 
Palm Beach, FL; grand-
children, Allison, Hunt-
er, Shai, and Amilia; five 
great-grandchildren, Dante, 
Matyas, Kybren, Raeshawn, 
and Ja’Tavian; a sister, Jo-
anna Honaker (Rick) of 
White Sulphur Springs; 
brother, Greg Honaker of 
White Sulphur Springs; 
and 5 nieces and nephews, 
Joseph Honaker, Ryan 
Honaker, Jordan Taffee, 
Emily Honaker, and James 
Honaker.

Graveside service will be 
2 p.m. Wednesday, October 
6, 2021 at Mt. Vernon Cem-
etery, Fort Spring, with Rev. 
Stewart Farley officiating.

Please send online 
condolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.com.

Wallace & Wallace Funer-
al Home in Ronceverte is in 
charge of arrangements.
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NATIONAL NEWS

LAST DAYS SALE
50-70% of f

ALL CLOTHING, JEWELRY, CRAFTS

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

SALE ENDS OCTOBER 30 
Open Mon - Sat 11-4+

937 WASHINGTON ST. W,  LEWISBURG | 304.645-5222

HIGH COUNTRY GALLERY & BOUTIQUE
www.highcountrylewisburg.com

Johnson & Johnson Seeks Clearance For Booster Doses
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Johnson & Johnson asked 
the Food and Drug Admin-
istration on Tuesday to allow 
extra shots of its COVID-19 
vaccine as the U.S. govern-
ment moves toward expand-
ing its booster campaign to 
millions more vaccinated 
Americans.

J&J said it filed a request 
with the FDA to authorize 
boosters for people 18 and 
older who previously re-
ceived the company’s one-
shot vaccine. While the com-
pany said it submitted data 
on several different booster 
intervals, ranging from two 
to six months, it did not for-
mally recommend one to 
regulators.

Last month, the FDA au-

thorized booster shots of 
Pfizer’s vaccine for older 
Americans and other groups 
with heightened vulnerabili-
ty to COVID-19. It’s part of a 
sweeping effort by the Biden 
administration to shore up 
protection amid the delta 
variant and potential waning 
vaccine immunity.

Government advisers 
backed the extra Pfizer shots, 
but they also worried about 
creating confusion for tens of 
millions of other Americans 
who received the Moderna 
and J&J shots. U.S. officials 
don’t recommend mixing 
and matching different vac-
cine brands.

The FDA is convening its 
outside panel of advisers 
next week to review boost-
er data from both J&J and 

Moderna. It’s the first step 
in a review process that also 
includes sign-off from the 
leadership of both the FDA 
and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. If 
both agencies give the go-
ahead, Americans could be-
gin getting J&J and Moderna 
boosters later this month.

J&J previously released 
data suggesting its vaccine 
remains highly effective 
against COVID-19 at least 
five months after vaccina-
tion, demonstrating 81% ef-
fectiveness against hospital-
izations in the U.S.

But company research 
shows a booster dose at ei-
ther two or six months revved 
up immunity even further. 
Data released last month 
showed giving a booster at 

two months provided 94% 
protection against moder-
ate-to-severe COVID-19 in-
fection. The company has 
not yet released clinical data 
on a six-month booster shot.

FDA’s advisers will review 
studies from the company 
and other researchers next 
Friday and vote on whether 
to recommend boosters.

The timing of the J&J fil-
ing was unusual given that 
the FDA had already sched-
uled its meeting on the com-
pany’s data. Companies nor-
mally submit their requests 
well in advance of meeting 
announcements. A J&J exec-
utive said the company has 
been working with FDA on 
the review.

“Both J&J and FDA have a 
sense of urgency because it’s 

COVID and we want good 
data out there converted into 
action as soon as possible,” 
said Dr. Mathai Mammen, 
head of research for J&J’s 
Janssen unit.

The vaccine from the New 
Brunswick, New Jersey, 
company was considered an 
important tool in fighting 
the pandemic because it re-
quires only one shot. But its 
rollout was hurt by a series of 
troubles, including manufac-
turing problems at a Balti-
more factory that forced J&J 
to import millions of doses 
from overseas.

Additionally, regulators 
have added warnings of sev-
eral rare side effects to the 
shot, including a blood clot 
disorder and a neurological 
reaction called Guillain-Bar-

ré syndrome. In both cas-
es, regulators decided the 
benefits of the shot still out-
weighed those uncommon 
risks.

Rival drugmakers Pfizer 
and Moderna have provid-
ed the vast majority of U.S. 
COVID-19 vaccines. More 
than 170 million Americans 
have been fully vaccinated 
with the companies’ two-
dose shots while less than 
15 million Americans got the 
J&J shot.

___
The Associated Press 

Health and Science Depart-
ment receives support from 
the Howard Hughes Medi-
cal Institute’s Department of 
Science Education. The AP 
is solely responsible for all 
content.

By MATTHEW PERRONE / AP

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Biden administration 
on Monday reversed a ban 
on abortion referrals by fam-
ily planning clinics, lifting a 
Trump-era restriction as po-
litical and legal battles over 
abortion grow sharper from 
Texas to the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

The Department of Health 
and Human Services said its 
new regulation will restore 
the federal family planning 
program to the way it ran 
under the Obama adminis-
tration, when clinics were 
able to refer women seeking 
abortions to a provider.

Groups representing the 
clinics said they hope the 
Biden administration action 
will lead hundreds of service 
providers that left in protest 
over Trump’s policies to re-
turn, helping to stabilize a 
longstanding program that 
has been shaken by the coro-
navirus pandemic on top of 
ideological battles. 

Known as Title X, the 
taxpayer-funded program 
makes available more than 
$250 million a year to clinics 
to provide birth control and 
basic health care services 
mainly to low-income wom-
en. Under former President 
Donald Trump, clinics were 
barred from referring pa-
tients for abortions, prompt-
ing a mass exit by service 
providers affiliated with 
Planned Parenthood, as well 
as several states and other 
independent organizations.

Women’s groups labeled 
the Trump policy a “gag 
rule,” and medical organi-
zations called it a violation 
of the clinician-patient rela-
tionship. But religious and 
social conservatives praised 
the policy for imposing a 
strict separation between 
family planning services and 
abortion. Under federal law, 
clinics could not use federal 

money to pay for abortions.
In 2018, the family plan-

ning clinics served about 
3.9 million clients, but HHS 
estimates that number fell 
by nearly 40% after the 
Trump policy. The upheaval 
may have led to more than 
180,000 unintended preg-
nancies, the agency said.

Biden campaigned on a 
promise to overturn the re-
strictions on family planning 
clinics, but abortion was not 
a central issue in the 2020 
presidential race. It may be-
come one in the 2022 mid-
term elections to determine 
who controls Congress.

Restrictive state laws in 
Texas, Mississippi and else-
where have prompted a mo-
bilization by abortion rights 
supporters, who fear a con-
servative-leaning Supreme 
Court will overturn the 
1973 Roe v. Wade decision 
that legalized abortion na-
tionally. Hundreds of abor-
tion-themed protests were 
held around the country 
Saturday, including one that 
brought thousands of abor-
tion rights supporters to the 
steps of the court.

The Supreme Court has al-
lowed the Texas law to take 
effect, but has not ruled on 
the substantive legal ques-
tions behind that statute, 
which bans most abortions 
in the state. The justices will 
hear arguments Dec. 1 on 
the Mississippi law, which 
bans most abortions after 15 
weeks of pregnancy.

The court now tilts decid-
edly to the right after Trump 
appointed three conserva-
tive justices. Twelve states 
have passed laws that would 
ban abortion entirely if Roe 
is overturned.

The new abortion referral 
policy for family planning 
clinics will take effect Nov. 8.

Biden Lifts Abortion 
Referral Ban

Ex-Facebook Employee Says Network Hurts Kids

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
former Facebook data scien-
tist told Congress on Tues-
day that the social network 
giant’s products harm chil-
dren and fuel polarization 
in the U.S., adding that its 
executives refuse to change 
because they elevate profits 
over safety. And she said re-
sponsibility for that lies right 
at the top, with Facebook 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg. 

Frances Haugen, testify-
ing to the Senate Commerce 
Subcommittee on Consum-
er Protection, also offered 
thoughtful ideas about how 
Facebook’s social media 
platforms could be made 
safer. Though she was sharp-
ly critical of the company, 
she saw the possibility of 
constructive action and ex-
pressed some empathy for 
Facebook’s dilemma.

Haugen, for example, sug-
gested that the minimum 
age for Facebook’s popular 
Instagram photo-sharing 
platform could be increased 
from the current 13 to 16 or 
18. 

Speaking confidently at a 
charged hearing, Haugen ac-
cused the company of being 
aware of apparent harm to 
some teens from Instagram 
and being dishonest in its 
public fight against hate and 
misinformation.

“Facebook’s products 
harm children, stoke divi-
sion and weaken our democ-
racy,” Haugen said. “The 
company’s leadership knows 
how to make Facebook and 
Instagram safer but won’t 
make the necessary changes 
because they have put their 
astronomical profits before 
people.”

Haugen said that while the 
company openly acknowl-
edged that integrity controls 
were critical for internal sys-
tems that stoke the engage-
ment of users, it failed to ful-
ly deploy some of those tools.

In dialogue with recep-
tive senators of both parties, 
Haugen, who focused on 
algorithm products in her 
work at Facebook, explained 
the importance to the com-
pany of algorithms that gov-
ern what shows up on users’ 
news feeds. She said a 2018 
change to the content flow 
contributed to more divisive-
ness and ill will in a network 
ostensibly created to bring 
people closer together.

Despite the enmity that 
the new algorithms were 
feeding, she said Facebook 
found that they helped keep 
people coming back — a pat-
tern that helped the social 
media giant sell more of the 
digital ads that generate the 
vast majority of its revenue.

Senators agreed.
“It has profited off spread-

ing misinformation and 
disinformation and sowing 
hate,” said Sen. Richard Blu-
menthal, D-Conn., the pan-
el’s chairman. “Facebook’s 

answers to Facebook’s de-
structive impact always 
seems to be more Facebook, 
we need more Facebook — 
which means more pain, and 
more money for Facebook.”

Haugen said she believed 
Facebook didn’t set out to 
build a destructive platform. 
“I have a huge amount of 
empathy for Facebook,” she 
said. “These are really hard 
questions, and I think they 
feel a little trapped and iso-
lated.”

But “in the end, the buck 
stops with Mark,” Haugen 
said, referring to Zuckerberg, 
who controls more than 50% 
of Facebook’s voting shares. 
“There is no one currently 
holding Mark accountable 
but himself.”

Haugen said she believed 
that Zuckerberg was familiar 
with some of the internal re-
search showing concerns for 
potential negative impacts of 
Instagram.

Like fellow tech giants 
Google, Amazon and Apple, 
Facebook has enjoyed min-
imal regulation. A number 
of bipartisan legislative pro-
posals for the tech industry 
address data privacy, protec-
tion of young people and an-
ti-competitive conduct. But 
getting new laws through a 
divided Congress is a heavy 
slog. The Federal Trade 
Commission has adopted a 
stricter stance recently to-
ward Facebook and other 
companies.

The subcommittee is ex-
amining Facebook’s use 
of information its own re-
searchers compiled about 
Instagram. Those findings 
could indicate potential 
harm for some of its young 
users, especially girls, al-
though Facebook publicly 
downplayed possible nega-
tive impacts. For some of the 
teens devoted to Facebook’s 
popular photo-sharing plat-
form, the peer pressure 
generated by the visually fo-
cused Instagram led to men-
tal health and body-image 
problems, and in some cas-
es, eating disorders and sui-
cidal thoughts, the research 
leaked by Haugen showed.

One internal study cited 
13.5% of teen girls saying 
Instagram makes thoughts 
of suicide worse and 17% of 

teen girls saying it makes 
eating disorders worse.

Because of the drive for 
user engagement, Haugen 
testified, “Facebook knows 
that they are leading young 
users to anorexia content. ... 
It’s just like cigarettes. Teen-
agers don’t have any self-reg-
ulation. We need to protect 
the kids.”

Haugen buttressed her 
wide-ranging condemna-
tion of Facebook with tens 
of thousands of pages of in-
ternal research documents 
she secretly copied before 
leaving her job in the com-
pany’s civic integrity unit. 
She also has filed complaints 
with federal authorities al-
leging that Facebook’s own 
research shows that it am-
plifies hate, misinformation 
and political unrest, but that 
the company hides what it 
knows.

“The company intention-
ally hides vital information 
from the public, from the 
U.S. government and from 
governments around the 
world,” Haugen said. “The 
documents I have provided 
to Congress prove that Face-
book has repeatedly misled 
the public about what its 
own research reveals about 
the safety of children, the 
efficacy of its artificial intel-
ligence systems and its role 
in spreading divisive and ex-
treme messages.”

The former employee 
challenging the social net-
work giant with 2.8 billion 
users worldwide and nearly 
$1 trillion in market value 
is a 37-year-old data expert 
from Iowa with a degree in 
computer engineering and a 
master’s degree in business 
from Harvard. Prior to be-
ing recruited by Facebook in 
2019, she worked for 15 years 
at tech companies including 
Google, Pinterest and Yelp.

After recent reports in The 
Wall Street Journal based on 
documents she leaked to the 
newspaper raised a public 
outcry, Haugen revealed her 
identity in a CBS “60 Min-
utes” interview aired Sunday 
night. 

As the public relations de-
bacle over the Instagram re-
search grew last week, Face-
book put on hold its work on 
a kids’ version of Instagram, 

which the company says is 
meant mainly for tweens 
aged 10 to 12.

Haugen said that Face-
book prematurely turned 
off safeguards designed to 
thwart misinformation and 
incitement to violence after 
Joe Biden defeated Donald 
Trump last year, alleging 
that doing so contributed to 
the deadly Jan. 6 assault on 
the U.S. Capitol.

After the November elec-
tion, Facebook dissolved the 
civic integrity unit where 
Haugen had been working. 
That was the moment, she 
said, when she realized that 
“I don’t trust that they’re 
willing to actually invest 
what needs to be invested to 
keep Facebook from being 
dangerous.”

Haugen says she told Face-
book executives when they 
recruited her that she want-
ed to work in an area of the 
company that fights misin-
formation, because she had 
lost a friend to online con-
spiracy theories.

Facebook maintains that 
Haugen’s allegations are 
misleading and insists there 
is no evidence to support the 
premise that it is the primary 
cause of social polarization.

“Even with the most so-
phisticated technology, 
which I believe we deploy, 
even with the tens of thou-
sands of people that we 
employ to try and maintain 
safety and integrity on our 
platform, we’re never going 
to be absolutely on top of 
this 100% of the time,” Nick 
Clegg, Facebook’s vice presi-
dent of policy and public af-
fairs, said Sunday on CNN’s 
“Reliable Sources.”

That’s because of the “in-
stantaneous and sponta-
neous form of communi-
cation” on Facebook, Clegg 
said, adding, “I think we do 
more than any reasonable 
person can expect to.”

By Marcy GORDON / AP

Former Facebook employee Frances Hau-
gen testifies during a Senate hearing on 
Capitol Hill on Tuesday, Oct. 5, 2021, in 
Washington. (Drew Angerer/Pool via AP)
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176 Medical Center Drive
Rainelle, WV 25962

(304) 438-6188
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Job Opening
LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE 

(Float Nurse)
Rainelle Medical Center is seeking a Licensed Practical Nurse to 

work full-time (40 hours per week) must be willing to travel to all 
locations.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES TO INCLUDE, 
BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING:

• Assist medical staff as necessary in providing skilled and safe 
nursing care to all assigned patients

• Obtain vital signs and brief history from patients in an accurate 
and consistent manner

• Respond in an appropriate manner to any abnormal vitals
• Performs acute care duties as necessary
• Maintains patient flow through the facility; escorts patients to 

other departments as needed
• Demonstrates clinical competence by correctly performing re-

quired skills to include, injections, blood and urine samples, and oth-
er skills associated with licensed practical nursing

• Demonstrates an appropriate understanding of medications and 
pharmaceutical aspects associated with drug considerations

• Ensures that medical records are kept up to date and in an orga-
nized manner 

• Performs chart audits as directed by the D.O.N. and in an accurate 
fashion

• Telephones prescriptions on behalf of the provider for patients 
as requested

• Coordinates any test scheduling and appointments between pa-
tients and other departments and/or medical providers

• Maintains patient confidentiality and privacy at all times accord-
ing to RMC policies and procedures; uses discretion with discussing 
patient matters

• Treats all patients with dignity and respect at all times
• Any further job related tasks that might be asked from the pro-

vider
• Experience is preferred, but not required
RMC offers an excellent benefits package and a healthy work/life 

balance.
Interested candidates may send a resumé to the attention of Lisa 

Redden, Director of Human Resources, at lredden@rmchealth.org or 
Sabrina McKinney at smckinney@rmchealth.org.

176 Medical Center Drive
Rainelle, WV 25962

(304) 438-6188
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Job Opening
Full Time Position  With Our 

Behavioral Health Team
Rainelle Medical Center (RMC) has a full time po-

sition open for a Licensed Independent Clinical 
Social Worker (LICSW), Licensed Certified So-
cial Worker (LCSW), Licensed Graduate Social 
Worker (LGSW), Licensed Clinical Psycholo-
gist, or Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) 
to work with our Behavioral Health team, counseling 
in Greenbrier East High School in Lewisburg. 

The candidate will provide therapeutic services to 
children and their families. Some travel will be re-
quired. Certifications in Addictions preferred. Excel-
lent benefits package available. RMC is a federally 
qualified health center. (FQHC)

RMC offers a competitive salary, great benefits 
package, and a healthy work/life balance.

Please send resumés to the attention of Laura Eagle, 
Director of Behavioral Health: leagle@rmchealth.org.

DEAL$MART RENTALS

Rental rates based on a max eight (8) hours of operation per 24 hr day, 40 hrs per 7 day week, and 160 hours 
per 28 day 4-week period. OT hours will be pro-rated. -Proof of Insurance is required or a Damage Waiver 
equal to 10% of total rental. (See Rental Agreement) -Delivery and pickup is avail. at an add’l fee. Individual 
haulers may be required to meet certain equipment hauling requirements.

U-35 KUBOTA MINI EXCAVATOR U-35 KUBOTA MINI EXCAVATOR 
Closed Cab-Heat/AC  • Adjustable Blade  • 18” Bucket/Thumb  • 10,000 lbs. / 16’Length Closed Cab-Heat/AC  • Adjustable Blade  • 18” Bucket/Thumb  • 10,000 lbs. / 16’Length 
$295 daily | $885 weekly$295 daily | $885 weekly
SY26U SANY MINI EXCAVATOR SY26U SANY MINI EXCAVATOR 
Open Cab • Straight Blade • 24” Bucket/Thumb • 6,200 lbs./ 14’LengthOpen Cab • Straight Blade • 24” Bucket/Thumb • 6,200 lbs./ 14’Length
$275 daily | $825 weekly $275 daily | $825 weekly 
SVL65 KUBOTA SKID STEERSVL65 KUBOTA SKID STEER
Closed Cab-Heat/AC • Front bucket or forks • 10,000 lbs.Closed Cab-Heat/AC • Front bucket or forks • 10,000 lbs.
$265 daily | $795 weekly $265 daily | $795 weekly 
L3301 KUBOTA TRACTOR WITH HOE L3301 KUBOTA TRACTOR WITH HOE 
$199 daily | $599 weekly$199 daily | $599 weekly
TRENCHER WITH TRAILER TRENCHER WITH TRAILER 
$175 daily $175 daily 
FORD F-350 BUCKET TRUCKFORD F-350 BUCKET TRUCK
35’ Working height35’ Working height
$175 daily | $595 weekly $175 daily | $595 weekly 
SURE TRAC 14X7 DUMP TRAILERSURE TRAC 14X7 DUMP TRAILER
$139 daily | $419 weekly$139 daily | $419 weekly
REISER TILT TRAILER 22.6 FT.REISER TILT TRAILER 22.6 FT.
14.6ft. tilt/ 8ft. stationary bed14.6ft. tilt/ 8ft. stationary bed
$139 daily | $419 weekly$139 daily | $419 weekly

3014 Jefferson St. N. Lewisburg, WV 
304-647-9917 • 304-647-9917

Greenbrier County 
Clerk’s Office has a 

Full-Time PosiTion 
Available Immediately. 
Must have computer knowledge 

and be able to multitask and work 
with the public. 

Applications may be picked up 
in the County Clerk’s office and re-
turned by October 6, 2021. Real es-
tate knowledge a plus. 

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
Local company in need of a CDL Driver

Must pass a drug screening.
Job is Monday - Friday

Up to 50 Hours per week.
Health Benefits including Life Insurance

Call 304-645-1470 EOE

TABOR TOWERS APARTMENTS
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
1 BR APARTMENTS ARE NOW AVAILABLE

Electric, water, sewer & trash services 
are all included in your rent.

Court Street, Lewisburg
CALL THE MANAGER

Monday-Friday • 304-645-3311

LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF GREENBRIER COUN-

TY, WEST VIRGINIA 
CIVIL ACTION NO. 21-C-53 
Honorable Jennifer P. 
Dent 
BRANDON WAID, 
Plaintiff, 
v.
JOHN BENJAMIN AUREO 
SULIT and PATRICK BAR-
RINGTON SIMPSON, 
Defendants. 
ORDER OF PUBLICATION 

NOTICE is hereby given to 
JOHN BENJAMIN AUREO 
SULIT that a Complaint has 
been filed against him, in the 
Circuit Court of Greenbrier 
County, West Virginia, Civ-
il Action Number 21-C-53 by 
Brandon Waid. The attorney 
for Brandon Waid is John D. 
(Jody) Wooton, Jr., WOOTON, 
DAVIS, HUSSELL & JOHN-
SON, PLLC, Post Office Box 
2600, Beckley, West Virginia 
25802-2600. Plaintiff has used 
due diligence to ascertain the 
residence or present where-
abouts of JOHN BENJAMIN 
AUREO SULIT, without effect. 
This Notification is to advise 
JOHN BENJAMIN AUREO 
SULIT that a copy of the Com-
plaint which has been filed 
against him may be obtained 
from the Office of the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court of Greenbri-
er County, West Virginia, Post 
Office Drawer 751, Lewisburg, 
West Virginia 24901, and that 
JOHN BENJAMIN AUREO 
SULIT must appear on or before 
thirty (30) days after the date of 
this Publication. If JOHN BEN-
JAMIN AUREO SULIT fails to 
appear and defend this action 
within this time frame allot-
ted, then a judgment by default 
will be rendered against JOHN 
BENJAMIN AUREO SULIT, at 
any time thereafter. 

ENTERED by the Clerk of 
said Court this 24th day of Sep-
tember 2021. 
LOUVONNE ARBUCKLE, 
CLERK 
Greenbrier County Circuit 
Court 
Post Office Drawer 751 
Lewisburg, West Virginia 
24901  
(29sp6oc)

In the Circuit Court
of Greenbrier County, 

West Virginia
Case No. CC-13-2021-C-6
U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its Indi-
vidual Capacity, but solely,
Plaintiff,
vs.
Donald Penn, The Estate of 
Ethelene R. Penn, All un-
known heirs and descen-
dants of Ethelene R. Penn, 

Derrick Grant, 
Defendants 
ORDER OF PUBLICATION

The object of the above-en-
titled action is for declaratory 
and equitable relief quieting 
title. And it appearing by that 
the identity and whereabouts 
any and all unknown heirs and 
descendants of Ethelene R. 
Penn, are unknown and cannot 
be located after due diligence, 
it is ORDERED that any and 
all unknown heirs and de-
scendants of Ethelene R. Penn 
serve upon Petitioner’s attor-
ney Sarah Crichigno, W. 
Scott Campbell and the law 
firm of Samuel I. White, P.C., 
whose mailing address is 5000 
Coombs Farm Drive, Suite 104, 
Morgantown, WV 26508, an 
answer or any defense to the 
Amended Petition to Rescind 
Foreclosure Sale and Reform 
Deed of Trust filed in this ac-
tion on or before November 1, 
2021; otherwise, judgment by 
default may be taken against 
any and all unknown heirs and 
descendants of Ethelene R. 
Penn at any time thereafter. A 
copy of the Amended Petition 
to Rescind Foreclosure Sale 
and Reform Deed of Trust in 
this action may be obtained 
from the undersigned Clerk’s 
office.

Entered by the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Greenbrier 
County, West Virginia, this 
24th day of September, 2021.
/s/ Robert E. Richardson
Circuit Court Judge
11th Judicial Circuit
(29sp6oc)

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: Electri-
cal Contractor looking for a
licensed journeyman expe-
rienced hepler’s, start im-
mediately, driver’s license 
required, call 304-392-
2066.                        6-11octp

HELP WANTED: Land-
scape Laborer needed. Ex-
perience in landscaping is 
a bonus but will offer on-
site training. $10.50/hour, 
valid driver’s license re-
quired and must know how 
to operate a standard vehi-
cle. Applications available 
at our office, Riverbend 
Landscaping 35917 Mid-
land Trail E. Caldwell WV 
24925.                        1-15octc

FOR SALE

FOR SALE: Kitchen cab-
inets upper and lower, 
granite tops, center island 
with sink, glass top stove, 
oven and microwave in-
cluded. Can text pics or call 

407-756-4434.                            

FOR SALE: BEEF, taking 
orders for ¼, ½, or whole 
natural grain-grass fed, 
Caring Acres Farm. Ham-
burger, steaks, also roasts 
available, 941-735-2119 or 
304-667-0509.          30tfx8

FOR RENT

FOR RENT/SALE: 2 BR 
1 BA home in Ronceverte. 
Central gas heat, W/D, 
$650/month plus utilities, 
304-647-3762.   
                   

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE: The Salvation 
Army will be accepting 
applications for our Angel 
Tree Campaign beginning 
Oct 4, 2021. Call 304-647-
4590 for info.  

NOTICE: We are still here 
doing CPR, First Aide, 
Bloodborne pathogens & 
PPE, Automated External 
Defibrillation (AED), Wal-
ter & Francine Lockhart 
304-992-6187 or 304-645-
7880.                       1-29octp

Daughter’s
Relationship 

Choices
Disappoint Mom

Dear Abby: I have a 
23-year-old daughter, “Ju-
lia,” who I am close with. She 
has been in a relationship 
with “Joey,” a guy her age, 
for four years and living with 
him for the last 16 months. 
Joey’s a great kid who hasn’t 
had a lot of support in his 
life. I have been like a moth-
er to him, and we are very 
close. He works hard, earned 
a college degree and plans on 
a career in law enforcement. 
I love him like my own. The 
issue is, Julia has been work-
ing a part-time evening job. 
She works with a man I’ll call 
“Nick,” who is 10 years old-
er and has a child. She has 
started having an affair with 
him. She claims to love Joey 
but is “torn” because she’s 
bored and wants to “have 
fun.” I am upset and dev-
astated. From the sound of 
him, Nick doesn’t have many 
great qualities. I believe she’s 
making a grave mistake and 
risks losing a great future. 
I have tried getting her to 
see it, but I don’t think I’m 
getting through. Should I 
continue or back off and see 
what happens? I feel like I 
am betraying Joey because 

I know about this. — Torn-
Apart Mom

Dear Mom: As much 
as you might wish to, you 
cannot live Julia’s life for 
her. From your description 
of your daughter, she’s not 
ready for marriage or even 
a permanent commitment. 
Joey may be the catch of a 
lifetime, but if she can’t ap-
preciate him and the life he 
has to offer, he isn’t the man 
for her. Step back and allow 
her to make her own mis-
takes, because that’s how 
people learn. And when the 
truth comes out, tell Joey 
how sorry you are that things 
turned out the way they did 
and that you will always love 
him like a son.

   
Dear Abby: I’m a 

50-year-old woman, and this 
is the second time my dad 
has mentioned that he and 
Mom thought about abort-
ing me before I was born. 
He qualifies this statement 
by exclaiming, “I just called 
to let you know I’m so GLAD 
your mother and I didn’t go 
through with the abortion, 
and how HAPPY I am that 
you are here.” The thing is, 
until he said it, I never knew 
it had crossed their minds. 
He knew his statement up-

set me, yet he brought it up 
again tonight in a phone call, 
with even more disturbing 
information — that they had 
even gone to a doctor to get it 
done! He uses subtle ways to 
sneak the new information 
in, even though he knows it’s 
hurtful. What is his motive? 
What does he want? Why 
does he do this? — Per-
plexed in Alabama

Dear Perplexed: Say-
ing something one knows is 
hurtful is cruel. If you hav-
en’t discussed this bizarre 
scenario with your mother, 
you should. Could dear old 
Dad be losing it? Is he seek-
ing gratitude from you? Was 
he drunk when he made the 
call? His behavior is so far 
from normal I can’t imag-
ine why he would say such 
a thing TWICE. Because he 
may be trying to get a rise 
out of you, consider deflect-
ing with humor or sarcasm 
or simply hanging up. 

   
Dear Abby is written by 

Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

Man Sentenced 
For Meth Bust
(AP) — A West Virginia 

man has been sentenced to 
nine years in federal prison 
for possessing more than 
400 grams of methamphet-
amine. Michael Anthony 
Parkinson, of Ranson, was 
sentenced on Monday. He 
pleaded guilty in May to pos-
session with intent to dis-
tribute 50 or more grams of 
methamphetamine. Parkin-
son, 37, had more than 400 
grams of crystal meth, the 
U.S. Attorney for West Vir-
ginia’s northern district said 
in a media release. Parkin-
son was also found with 350 
grams of the drug in 2019, 
authorities said.
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NOW OPEN
and Scheduling Appointments

The Animal Acupuncture Clinic
LEWISBURG LOCATION

2947 Jefferson Street North, Suite 7, Lewisburg, WV 24901 

JACKSON RIVER
VETERINARY CLINIC

ROBERT S. MANN, DVM, CVA, CVCH
(540) 965-8355

Offering Acupuncture & Herbal Medicine

Check out our October 
Real Estate Showcase 

& More Magazine!

To advertise in our 
monthly Real Estate Guide, 

call Susan Linton 
at 304-645-1206.

Greenbrier Bowling Center:                      
Monday Night Men’s League

President: Mike Whited (304) 536-4146 / Vice President: Peter Bostic (304)667-3863 
/ Secretary-Treasurer: Matt Merriman (304)661-0701

(All times Eastern)
Schedule subject to 

change and/or blackouts
Wednesday, October 6
COLLEGE GOLF
4 p.m.
GOLF — The Blessings 

Collegiate Invitational: Fi-
nal Round, Blessings GC, 
Fayetteville, Ark.

COLLEGE SOCCER 
(MEN’S)

7 p.m.
FS1 — Georgetown at Se-

ton Hall
COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL 

(WOMEN’S)
6 p.m.
ESPNU — Mississippi St. 

at Kentucky
7 p.m.
BTN — Iowa at Wisconsin
8 p.m.
ACCN — Florida St. at Mi-

ami
SECN — Missouri at LSU
9 p.m.
BTN — Purdue at Illinois
MLB BASEBALL
8 p.m.
TBS — N.L. Wild Card: St. 

Louis at LA Dodgers
NBA BASKETBALL
6 p.m.
NBATV — Preseason: LA 

Lakers at Phoenix
8:30 p.m.
NBATV — Preseason: 

Utah at Dallas
NHL HOCKEY
7 p.m.
NHLN — Preseason: 

Washington at Boston
10 p.m.
NHLN — Preseason: Los 

Angeles at Anaheim
SOCCER (MEN’S)
2:30 p.m.
ESPN2 — UEFA Nations 

League: Italy vs. Spain, 
Semifinal, Milan, Italy

6 p.m.
FS2 — CPL: Forge FC at 

HFX Wanderers FC
9 p.m.
FS2 — CPL: Pacific FC at 

FC Edmonton
SOCCER (WOMEN’S)
7 p.m.
CBSSN — NWSL: Wash-

ington at N.J./N.Y. Gotham 
FC

TENNIS
1 p.m.
TENNIS — Indian Wells-

WTA Early Rounds
WNBA BASKETBALL
8 p.m.
ESPN — Playoff: Con-

necticut at Chicago Sky, 
Semifinal, Game 4

10 p.m.
ESPN — Playoff: Las Ve-

gas at Phoenix, Semifinal, 
Game 4 ---

Sports on TV

— Wednesday, Oct. 6: 
Middle School football 30 
p.m.

 — Thursday, Oct. 7: Boys 
soccer vs. Independence 
High School 6:30 p.m.

 — Friday, Oct. 8: football 
- open week

 — Saturday, Oct. 9: Boys 
soccer vs. Elkins High 
School 1 p.m.

 — Monday, Oct. 11:

 Boys soccer 5 p.m.
 Girls soccer vs. 

James Monroe 7 p.m. (Soc-
cer Pink Out Game)

 Middle School foot-
ball @ Petersburg 6 p.m.

 — Thursday, Oct. 16: Girls 
soccer @ Greenbrier East 
noon 

 — Oct. 11 - Oct. 16: Home-
coming week

PCHS Upcoming 
Athletics Schedule

Major League Baseball Postseason Glance
All Times EDT
x-if necessary
WILD CARD
Tuesday, Oct. 5: New 

York (Cole 16-8) at Boston 
(Eovaldi 11-9), 8:08 p.m. 
(ESPN)

Wednesday, Oct. 6: St. 
Louis (Wainwright 17-7) at 
Los Angeles (Scherzer 15-
4), 8:10 p.m. (TBS)

DIVISION SERIES
(Best-of-5)
American League
Tampa Bay vs. Bos-

ton-New York winner
Thursday, Oct. 7: Bos-

ton-New York winner at 
Tampa Bay, 8:07 p.m. (FS1)

Friday, Oct. 8: Bos-
ton-New York winner at 
Tampa Bay, 7:02 p.m. (FS1)

Sunday, Oct. 10: Tampa 
Bay at Boston-New York 
winner, 4:07 p.m. (MLB)

x-Monday, Oct. 11: Tam-
pa Bay at Boston-New York 
winner, TBD (FS1 or MLB)

x-Wednesday, Oct. 13: 
Boston-New York winner at 
Tampa Bay, TBD (FS1)

Houston vs. Chicago
Thursday, Oct. 7: Chicago 

at Houston (McCullers 13-
5), 4:07 p.m. (FS1)

Friday, Oct. 8: Chicago at 
Houston, 2:07 p.m. (MLB)

Sunday, Oct. 10: Houston 
at Chicago, 8:07 p.m. (FS1)

x-Monday, Oct. 11: Hous-
ton at Chicago, TBD (FS1 or 
MLB)

x-Wednesday, Oct. 13: 
Chicago at Houston, TBD 
(FS1)

National League
San Francisco vs. Los An-

geles-St. Louis winner
Friday, Oct. 8: Los Ange-

les-St. Louis winner at San 
Francisco, 9:37 p.m. (TBS)

Saturday, Oct. 9: Los An-
geles-St. Louis winner at 
San Francisco, 9:07 p.m. 
(TBS)

Monday, Oct. 11: San 

Francisco at Los Angeles-St. 
Louis winner, TBD (TBS)

x-Tuesday, Oct. 12: San 
Francisco at Los Angeles-St. 
Louis winne, TBDr (TBS)

x-Thursday, Oct. 14: Los 
Angeles-St. Louis winner at 
San Francisco, TBD (TBS)

Milwaukee vs. Atlanta
Friday, Oct. 8: Atlanta 

(Morton 14-6) at Milwau-
kee (Burnes 11-5), 4:37 p.m. 
(TBS)

Saturday, Oct. 9: Atlanta 
(Fried 14-7) at Milwaukee, 
5:07 p.m. (TBS)

Monday, Oct. 11: Milwau-
kee at Atlanta, TBD (TBS)

x-Tuesday, Oct. 12: Mil-
waukee at Atlanta, TBD 
(TBS)

x-Thursday, Oct. 14: At-
lanta at Milwaukee, TBD 
(TBS)

LEAGUE CHAMPION-
SHIP SERIES

(Best-of-7)
American League

Friday, Oct. 15: Teams 
TBD (Fox)

Saturday, Oct. 16: Teams 
TBD (Fox or FS1)

Monday, Oct. 18: Teams 
TBD (Fox)

Tuesday, Oct. 19: Teams 
TBD (Fox)

x-Wednesday, Oct. 20: 
Teams TBD (Fox)

x-Friday, Oct. 22: Teams 
TBD (Fox)

x-Saturday, Oct. 23: 
Teams TBD (Fox or FS1)

National League
Saturday, Oct. 16: Teams 

TBD (TBS)
Sunday, Oct. 17: Teams 

TBD (TBS)
Tuesday, Oct. 19: Teams 

TBD (TBS)
Wednesday, Oct. 20: 

Teams TBD (TBS)
x-Thursday, Oct. 21: 

Teams TBD (TBS)
x-Saturday, Oct. 23: 

Teams TBD (TBS)
x-Sunday, Oct. 24: Teams 

TBD (TBS)
WORLD SERIES
(Best-of-7)
Tuesday, Oct. 26: at bet-

ter record (Fox)
Wednesday, Oct. 27: at 

better record (Fox)
Friday, Oct. 29: at worse 

record (Fox)

Saturday, Oct. 30: at 
worse record (Fox)

x-Sunday, Oct. 31: at 
worse record (Fox)

x-Tuesday, Nov. 2: at bet-
ter record (Fox)

x-Wednesday, Nov. 3: at 
better record (Fox)

GEHS Cross Country Finishes 2nd

Left to right: Lillie Shinaberry, Abby 
Dixon, Emma Kesterson, Emma Toler, 
Brehanna Hannigan, Abbey Londeree


