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SBA Approves Funding For Alderson Elementary
By WV Daily News | WVDN APR 19, 2021

On the morning of April 19, 2021, the WV School Building Authority(SBA) approved $8 million dollars toward
the renovation of the Alderson Community Center for the Arts and Humanities (former Alderson High School)
to become the new Alderson Elementary School. The Greenbrier County Board of Education will match this
funding with $3 million for a total investment of $11 million.
Greenbrier Board of Education President Jeanie Wyatt made the announcement at a quickly assembled
meeting in the old gymnasium at the Alderson Community Center.
Chief School Business Oﬃcer David McClure said, “This is an exciting day for the Alderson Community with the
approval for the adaptive re-use of this building. There were 28 applications to the SBA and the Alderson
application was ranked Number 4.”
Going forward, the Greenbrier County Board of Education will immediately advertise for an architectural ﬁrm
to complete the design. A committee will be appointed to review those applications with the top 3 receiving
interviews. The selected ﬁrm will then prepare the design and speciﬁcations for the re-use. The project is
expected to go to bid for a construction ﬁrm in about 6 months. The construction period is likely to last from
18 to 24 months with possible completion by the fall of 2024.
Wyatt said, “Thanks to all those in the community and all the others who helped make this possible.”

Mayor Travis Copenhaver addressed the gathered staﬀ of Alderson Elementary and said, “You touch lives
every day. You deserve the showcase this is going to be. You shape the future every day and do it with
passion.”
Copenhaver also thanked the Board of the Alderson Community Center for the Arts and Humanities who have
raised hundreds of thousands of dollars over the years to maintain and improve the building. Without their
eﬀorts, this would not have been possible.
In return for the Community Center Building, the Town of Alderson will receive the current Elementary School
building and property.

GEHS To Remain Remote Through Tuesday
By Matthew Young | WVDN APR 19, 2021
Shortly before 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 18, oﬃcials from Greenbrier East High School announced that
students will continue to learn remotely through Tuesday, April 20.
The release from GEHS oﬃcials states, “An individual at Greenbrier East High School (GEHS) has tested
positive for COVID-19. Contact tracing is underway, and individuals identiﬁed as close contacts will be
quarantined. Remote learning for GEHS students has been extended through Tuesday, April 20, to allow for
additional contact tracing and enhanced sanitization. The school will reopen for in-person instruction on
Wednesday, April 21. Extracurricular activities will also resume on Wednesday.”
The West Virginia Daily News will provide updates regarding the situation at Greenbrier East High School as
additional information is made available.

Gbr. Republican Committee Holds First Meeting
Of 2021
By Matthew Young | WVDN APR 19, 2021

The Greenbrier County Republican Club held its ﬁrst meeting of the Executive Committee on the evening of
Thursday, April 15. This marks the ﬁrst meeting of the club’s executive committee this calendar year. The
meeting was organized by Greenbrier County Republican Committee Chairman Ben Anderson, and was open
to the public. Attendees included West Virginia Commissioner of Agriculture Kent Leonhardt, State Republican
Committee Chairman Mark Harris and Senator Jack David Woodrum. Also in attendance were Delegates Barry
Bruce, Heather Tully and Todd Longanacre.
The meeting, which was held at Ronceverte Baptist Church’s Fellowship Hall, provided an opportunity for local
residents to interact with, and ask questions of their elected oﬃcials after the conclusion of the 2021
legislative session. Anderson conﬁrmed that a total of 95-people attended the meeting, including Rainelle
mayoral-candidate John Wyatt, as well as Ronceverte mayoral-candidates Barbara Morgan and Eric Mercer.
Harris and Leonhardt each oﬀered brief remarks before turning the ﬂoor over to Woodrum and the three
delegates.
Woodrum used a portion of his time to address the current tax proposal (in reference to Governor Jim Justice’s
proposal to repeal the state income tax), saying, “Just so you know, there isn’t a current tax proposal out
there just yet.”
Woodrum further stated, “In November of 2022, it will be on the ballot if we come up with a plan and we want
to move forward. So you’ll know everything there is to know about it, and I wouldn’t want anybody to have
any anxiety about it with how much taxes you’re going to pay and all that.”
Bruce was next to speak.
“First of all, I want to thank you all,” Bruce began. “Thank you for putting us here. Without your eﬀort, we
would not have the opportunity to serve you. And I want to tell you; this group right here, I’ve seen their work
ethic. And you couldn’t have a better team down there.”
“We got a lot accomplished,” Bruce continued. I’m not kidding you, there were 2,000 bills presented. You
heard some of them, and we talked about them. But one of the ones I’m particularly proud of is the ‘charter

school’ amendment. We got that done. And, of course, only females play female sports, we got that done.”
Bruce then highlighted the “Second-chance at Life” bill as being a “battle.”
The “Second-chance at Life” bill (HB 2982) seeks to inﬂuence the manner in which medical professionals
discuss the “abortion pill” with their patients.
“I’m proud to say, hopefully, when the governor signs it, that means we won,” Bruce said, before expressing
his hope that the legislature will do more to battle the state’s drug-epidemic in the coming session.
Longanacre then echoed several of the points made by Bruce, including thanking those in attendance for their
support through the election process.
“It was epic,” Longanacre said. “I’m not going to lie to you. One Legislature did in just one session what it
normally would have taken seven-sessions to accomplish. And that’s not just adding a bunch of bureaucratic
new law. We repealed a bunch of stuﬀ. We streamlined a bunch of stuﬀ. We made it easier for people to get
into business and succeed. We did a lot of good things. [] There’s still a lot of work to be done folks!”
Longanacre went on to say, “As a freshman delegate, I can tell you that I sponsored or co-sponsored 41-bills.
Five of them became law. Five! I’m not tooting my own horn, I’m just telling you that we worked together on
our end of the building. We got together and agreed on things, and pushed it out of committee. Heather
(Tully) and I were on two committees together.”
Tully and Longanacre both served on the House Health and Education Committees.
“Believe in us,” Longanacre said in conclusion. “We’re ﬁghting for you. We’re going to go back down there and
do the best we can for you. We have your best interests in mind. We’re not going to agree on everything.
There’s a couple votes that went out that were very tough for me to take, and probably the same for some of
these other folks in here. But I tried to say, ‘okay, what do they need back home? How will my vote impact
those back home?’ And if that didn’t work, I just watched what Delegate (Danielle) Walker from Mon County
did, and if she voted red, then I voted green.”
The next meeting of the Greenbrier County Republican Club and Executive Committee will be on Monday, May
13 at 6:30 p.m. It will once again be held at Ronceverte Baptist Church’s Fellowship Hall. Next month’s
scheduled attendees include West Virginia Secretary of State, Mac Warner.

